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liAWRIE TODP; 

• OB, 

THE SETTLERS. 

PART V. . 

CHAPTER VIII. 

*^ To make the crown a pound/' 

Thb next day was a great day in Babelmandel : I rose with 
the crowing of the cock, and despatched my son Charles on 
horseback to Judinlle> to request uncle Hoskins to come to me 
4mmediately. I roused Mrs. Hoskins, to prepare for us the best 

: breakfast and dinner that the means of the village could affiird. 

^ I directed the two girls td.be decked in their fairest firocks, and 
all the house to be trimmed up and put in order ; and I dressed 

' myself in my best suit of black, which is the colour I always 
wear— it saves money, when relations happen to bequeath the 
misfortune of going into mourning. But, when all these orders 
were given, Charles off, and the preparations stirring, a cold 
thought came into my head : <* What if all this story ol the 
bankers be raily an invention of Baillie Waft ?" It is not pos* 
sible to describe what I then suffered ; but, neverthelesB, I re^ 
solved to go through the business as if all he had said was 
gospel ; and accordingly, i^ soon as I had dressed myself, I 
walked leisurriy towards the store to open it for the day, 
swinging the key of the door on the fore-finger of my right 
hand as 1 went along. . . 

I had not proceeded above two hundred yards, when I beheld 
John Waft coning from his own house towards the load : he 



4 XiA.WSIE TOIHD. 

too had prepared himself for the occaaioB, being apparelled is 
his best y but verily he was an admonition by example to all 
men who delight in coats of many colours. 

His coat was of light gray — it had been his wedding garment 
sometime in the course of the last century — adorned with large 
brazen crowo-brpad buttons, the least big enough for the censer 
of an idol's a^r. Mr. Herbert caHed him the solar system, 
his buttons being planets and moons, and the spots on his swan- 
down waistcoat the fixed stars. His decencies were of purple 
plush, and his hose of light blue cotton, over which he wore a 
pair of half boota» W^ kM9g lo^^er #txap8 dangling over their 
outside. His hat was almost as good and bright as new, but it 
had been kept in too small a box, and had a squarish and com- 
pressed shape, something UJcfiii^QOcked-hat in a state of relaxa- 
tion. Moreover, he sported a pair of new olive-coloured 
gloves, which being rather large,, obliged him to be constantly 
pressing them into fitting, by latfrweaving his fingers'; and his 
.wonted every-day staff, an oaken sapling he had brought from 
Renfrewshire, was laid aside, for an ivory-headed Indian cane,' 
which he only displayed at pace aod yule, and other high holi- 
days. • , , 

The sight of the BailUe ia all his partpheinalia was an en- 
couraging pmen, but I would have been just as well satisfied 
had it been so ordakiad that we were not to have met that morn- 
ing ; so, affecting not tesee hktOfl walked straight on towards. 
dM stoiv, tnendii^ My pace as I appioaehsd k* He was not, 
however, to be so easily dispensed with, for he increased his 
pace also, and, taking a diagonal couise, was at the door almost 
ai( sooB as knyaelf . 

'< Hey ! Mr. Waft," said I, *' wint biidal or banquet are ye 
for the day, or ia there a oom-fair and market in die woods ^" 

Mueii to my swpriae, the droU bodie wme that <iay a aedi^e 
aspeet, and loolsed fsom under tiw brim of Jus beater with such 
oonpojMii c^res that he almost SeiaiiKd^uniiwr eharader fiom 
HflhatheiMM] hitherto appeared. 

«^Ye see, MT.Todd^'' replied lw» ^^theogh wo m^ ^mb b, 
spieeo' famitiavity among oiawds, it behooves us to put oii <iur 
nsannsste afore strangers ; ao, wnhing to npinid the er^it of 
the pboe^ I considicred-yt My dv^ to diptoifaa bottom cf the 
Moekie chest on Ibis oceaslen. For ym know, when you 
v^m&if^ to ludi«^ I siMiU be then the psneipal nuBooiitile 
character i;i Babelmandel." 

f^TlM mil Jba 41 gloat liiing/^ said I^imrdiyoMeto keep my 
f ravity at ieariog Dicb a foei^inien. 



iAWlIS TOBO. 6 

«« And I tboQght,'* resamed the BailHe, «<! codd & iioleBB, 
oat of the respect I bear you, than to dress myself in time to 
introduce you to the gentlemen." 

I did not Hke this ; and replied, 

<< I thought, Mr. Waft, you were not accjuainted with them ;' 
1 would be as content that they, being come on business, would 
introduce themselves. " 

Here I was again surprised, for the bodie being that momiog 

^ in a peremptory mood, turned, on his heel and went off in a 

huff : it was the second time he had done so since he took me 

in by the hook-crooky bargain^ thereby clearly showing that it 

was naturally upsetting and could not carry a full cup. 

Soon after his exit in a huff, Mr. Herbert joined me, also in 
his modest best ; and really he was like a gentleman : so calm 
and quiet in his manner, so neat in eveiy point, and yet so 
plain and simple, that it was evident he had b^en destined for 
a better condition than that of a backwood's village dominie. 

I invited him to take his breakfast with us, intending to ask 
the two strangers if 1 fell in with them in time; and in this I 
was not without a purpose, which in due season will be divulged. 
In the mean tiine,"" while we were conversing, I saw the gentle- 
men coming towards the store with Mr. Widft, who was plainly 
making himself as agreeable to them as possible, by directing . 
their attention to difierent things about the village, taming 
round and pointing them out with his stick. 

As they approached the door, the Baillie stepped aside, and 
the strangers came in unattended. They cast their eyes round 
for a moment — ^then they took a glance at Mr. Herbert, and 
afterward at me, and finally they did homage to him. At'this . 
crisis the Baillie also entered, and leaning his back against the 
counter, gave me a significant side-long look, as much as to 
say, ^* Would you not'be the better of ray introduction ?" y 

Mr. Van Haarlem was the first who spoke : .he addresfiRMl 
himself to Mr. Herbert, repeating a good deal of the common- 
dation he had bestowed, the preceding evening on the progress* 
of thd settlement. 

The Baillie began to fidget, and his. eyes to twinkle in their 
wonted manner, but he said nothing. 

. When Mr. Van Haarlem had finished his compliments, then 
Mr. Breugle cut in, and expressed the extraordinary salisfactioii 
they had both experienced in their visit to JudiviMe, through 
which they had come in their way to Babelmandel. ^ 

ThHfBaillie looked from under his ^rows and brim at me^ id 
a malignant, though a merry manner^-for all this time I wftP 

1* 



atMliMif ballad Die. liOiiiM^ ivMiaf vp iteiagy bbwAg the 
dnslfiianitbefeidei^aBd duMif wsh olhtp uaeattad iar wash. 
Mr. Van Haarlem, after some kaifkin imontm^ tiMpiked of 
Mr. Herbert when he expeete^i^Mv.. HMkioa^andnathifig oonld 
H— fcrt peiiftiifcp the manner uv which. dMitgen|i«Dum« turned 

« Mr. Todd, when do you expect the ckk gmt i mm a t V^ * 

The lnv0ifltiaii0Mi looted for a» iMrlaftticoByanedly ttt etch 
othiert anithe vexaiioasBailUe rahbed bur handawMi^dieigr 
Saaaammf and gsire a-soi* e£ beakiiag kngh^ a» ii in triumph 
ibtfthe vietorf faa bad gaiaaA avmt vub r but ya jay waihnot 
^Terlasting ; fat Ihei ^exapotuf mistsfce otf tba^ twa Mi a ayw 
wte Inppili'^ ccnrrd«bad h^ the jiHkiciQtia ialeifiireaae a# Mr. 
Bflsbeityai^WB vera scmipa aar vaf ta n^ heaser k> aihich 
liatited ite baakeni to aoceeipaaf me ta^breaiofaBt ; aal waa 
apBldea ws^ the Buiifia by-not aricaig- hio. We had not, ham- 
aariBVFMHSoeded &b fwNoa tbe store^ when my heart ttnoie me 
tfattt I wenbafaaFiBg oaarly harrii 4x>(Jle badie, espedafiya&he 
haddraaaedtbiEBa^ to-4o us all heaour ; ao, as be wmasiawly 
aa^ aliobingly movag toitfard his. oan honaev I caHed eut^ 
^' Wbare nows, Mr. Waft ? are not you eomiof with ua ?'^ 

^I*m tbinkingy*' said he, in a sort of oui^countenaooe 
W^ibaBfy, ^ tbaA tfaaei^ wttl ba odd before i can get home" 

*^ThBO'y6 8boi:ddm£emQre hasta,^ ciiejd i, laughing; ^bot 
make our way your road toi breakfkst^ and £ can. assure you 
ttt* ya I^mU bava ft supply both of hot eggs and hot water." 

^Ab»^]|Re wiU faaeutting y^mr witty jodies at my^expenae*'^ 
iafiiad tbe bodie, aoming back with & tights foQt than he 
anlaal to go a way^ And then we had all a good kuigb at tie 
pawfaa psank be had pbiyed me in lettiog the strangers^ for 
WAUft oE aui introd«tt>tiga» mistatka Mri.HJsrbevtfov ana. 

As ttaUtba story myseif, and aot without a, garnishing of 
jtmdmtyf k bespokaaa exo^ent optnian of my good nature 
aalfai lfr« Vm Hiumrteob and Mr* Brangle^ aa they aftevward 



t By the time, we reached my house, Mr. Hoakae waa>anpiJiiei^ 
a*A tuatgnhadr had eat fbit iam a chahge of linen and other 
decorittions ; but he would mirdiaa pat Amapit^ for binalifssi 
iMbptfaMti lipaa reedy* aad be waa avame to. keep «be (wo 



[feaattaohauiad with mmaegaralathasloapi-^ sayiouNV 
but neither Ma. B a sbma aar I< eraa aaioind^ and Iba Ba^a 
hatftaidbi i le a n eidaa if that ba «liU^andbi8'lMai»g«awdn»y, 
_v._n "'^-* ^-'i totastam hame;. 



Dunng the cogitation with the segars, I fouiid an opportu- 
nity to tajt Mr. Herbeit aside that I would let Um take the 
lead in discussing the scheme of the Bank, and that when we 
heard what the two gentlemen had to propose, we would have 
scHne farther deliberation between ourselves. 

As it would never do ft>r a hifiteiy'ho6k to be filled up with 
the particulars of business, of course it is. not expected that I 
should relate what passed ob: thikt occasioB. Let it therefore 
suffice that the proposition of Hie^twagentlMiiBn was both ra- 
tional and feasible. Thej were sure .that Judiville would to a 
eovCiilMf become speedily a large; town^ md that rte growth . 
and prOfMBS wotrt# be helped* fay a bank. But one" thing ^ 
surprim tne^— the saifdlness of the capital which they proposed 
. should be embarked — the amount being onlf two thousand 
ddtlaaw, of wMeh «ttch of ueshoiidd advance fivehundred, that 
19^ Mr. Heskhw and I, the other two^ doingHie same. 

Wilh these two fliousand dollars we were to get hard cash . 
to meet a tvm ; a handsome plate ma&e for the notes ; and 
provide the other proper et-ceteras. With the bank^s notes 
we were to disoount bilk, and we were Hkewisete take in de- 
posits of cai^at one per cent. less interest than wechscounted 
biMs. ' . 

As JudivMfe waS as yet but in its infancy, and few ImQs were 
in the settlement to discount, the scheme did not appear to be 
eitAter very hazardous or unreasonable ; so it was determined^ 
in the end, that the Judiville Bank Company should be es- 
tablished on this moderate scale, as we airfhought i^ and that 
Mr. Hierbcrt should' be manager; for it was thought by Mr. 
Heskins Hutt he coold both keep his school at BabehriandeL 
and superintend the banking afiairs at Judivilfe, the two places, 
by the busbroad, being only seven miles distant. 

Feasibie, however, as tike phin was, the my^tenesof banking 
were deeper timn^lcotthl esrer wdl fathom;, so I pibposed to 
kn hfir. Hferb er l have my fourllt, and^tteil would advance tiie 
#Fe honAred doHam^ he ta tmynie ba^ck wiA mterest donate 
ne'Scmi' ifl wfe yesctv. 



hkwm isaa. 



CHAPTER IX. 

. * — -« AlitUeDniid wight, 
•r-^Biit his eye was kMn." 

After some conversatMHi with Mr. Herbert^ with reference 
to the change which the banking arrangement pitmiided to faifi 
ostensible circumstances, I urged him seriously to renew his 
acquaintance with Mrs. Cockspur. 

<* No," said be ; '^ I mastered my passion when young* res- 
pected, and amid the assurances of go6d fortune ;— can I now, 
an old man,bent beneath the burden of many disappointments, 
with a withered heart and a sinking hand, claim m<»re than pity 
^even from affection ?" , 

Seeing him in this mood (i wonder what it is that makes 
men of superiority so inaccessible to judicious counsel?) I 
said nothing, but I formed a plan of my own, and, as d^ys 
are dangerous, I lost no time in carrying it into effect; Ac- 
cordingly, on Ibe morning after the departure of the bankers, 
I went to Judiville, partly to see hpw the buildings for the boute 
and store were coming on, but chiefly to have a few rational 
T^ords in a corner with Mrs. Cockspur. 

It may be thought, that in taking up this business, I was too 
much like John Waft, troubling myself with matters that did 
not appertain to me ; but I could not help it. I Was much 
taken with the appeased character of Mr. Herbert: he was 
so evidently by nature an heir to a rich inheritance of fortune 
and honour, that I could not but regret so noble a spirit should 
be so far oui of its proper ' sphere^ It was- this charity that 
prompted me ; an uplooking cbarity th^t finds its best reward 
in self-approval. But I must not forget a resolution made in ^ 
early life never to praise myself; so, without more adO) I ^hall 
now rehearse what I did at Judiville with the worthy'old lady, 

I have already mentioned how I was obliged to Mr. Brad- 
shaw Cockspur for the plan of the house and store, and how 
the business concerning the same led to an intimacy with the 
family. This intimacy allowed me the fireedon^of paying my 
respects at^ll times to Mrs. Coekspur.; and accordingly, at a 
period of the day when the young gentlemen^ I knew, were 



abiMd* I wait to lier. Tke nlin tfie^r irere ImiMiDg wm not 
vet fiiiitlie^f mad ihe was 9till residiiig in their prioutiva kig-^ 
hut with Miss Voluinnia. I was not, faowever»-lo he inpedad 
by the pMwmfte of l^t youo^.Iady ; so I found a way and 
method to get Mrs. Cockspur to take a seat with me on a 
.ftbasnAt baBk» where the youi^ mm had raised a beneh that 
overlooked the river ; Miss Vbluqama, in the mean time, having 
uodertdLefi to prqiare tea for us. 

After some general diseourae on divers fto|ncs, I told Mrs. 
Codkspur of t^ hank scheme, and o^ the confidence with 
which every body talked of the bnsk fortune that awaited Judi- 
ville. In that manner I scooped out an opportunity to sayfr- 

'' Aody MadftjAy one of the many remarkable signs hf which 
we are sssuied to aspect great things of tbe plaee, is in the 
gentleman who is to manage the bank ;'* and I launched into 
a juBt ^eomium on Mr. Herbert's iBaiulbJ.d virtues and eiicel- 
lent foaiitiesy exhibiting as clear and distinct a description of 
the man as j could by words make manifest to the mim}; 
adding, "But, maybe, you know him ?" 

" No," wes her asbsw^ ; '* not that I am aware o£— What's 
his name V* 

^Mr. Herbert;" and Ilooked askance* to see what. e&ct 
the name would have. ^ 

A slight effusion of bloom overspread her pale countenance, 
a gende motion heaved her bosom, and she replied :— 

^ I once knew a gentleman' of t^at name« to whom your' 
description would, in many particulars, apply ; but he has long 
been dead;" and a slow breathing, Something as di^ep, but 
not so acute as a sigh, came, as it were* from a fkr-away risgion 
of her memory. 

'.* Mr. H»bert»" said I, ^^has been many years in this* 
eountry *, and he seems, at dmes, ia bear a load upcm his heart, 
as if he had kmg been a aerviicNr to adversity." 

*^ Poor man I" was her pitifol remark. *' It was sq with my 
friend : a. man top lofty in his aealimflots lor the sordid world ; 
his worth w«s J^MMra IQ few." 

^' I think it cannot be so said of omf Mr. Herbert," (I had a 
puvposak Fet>ea^ the name,) '' for no oBe«a« see him twice 
wilhcmt aeknowMj^^ » ieoee of his worth." 

"^liow long .did you say4t «ns»" inqtmied Mrs. Coektpur, 
" irino^ hft came lo Ainariea r 

And there was a soft inflexion in her voin0f aa if it hlid been 
nmdidaiid bf a tente^moMdMranoe ; at the Mme tinie a lesr 
ooaniintolMireye 



- ** jMr. Herbert told me '.himself about ten years; and the 
occasion of his coming was wonderful^-he escaped drowning 
in a singular manner." ■ ♦ ; . . . 

She jsuddenly exclaimed with a voice thickened by agita- 
tion— ' ' / . 

'^Drowning! how did it happen? Strange! such -was 
the fate of my poor Mr. Herbert." , 

" This gentleman^'' I replied -calmly, " was. at Hastings — " 

" Hastings !". said she, with fervour ; *^ can it be possible ? 
No :-— had he survived, he would have informed me. But it 
is an amazing coincidence. Living! — ^poor Herbert, thou 
canst not be!" . " ' 

*' Yes, Madam, he does live," said I, d^inous to abri^e her 
anxiety ; « and we both talk of the same person. He has told 
me all his story, and i;nuch of yours." , 

At these words she laid her hand upon mine, and her tears 
began to flow, but with that temperance which becomes the 
educated feelings of a gentle\ii^oman, and is more afi^cting than 
loquacious lamentation. ^ ^ 

While we were thusrtenderly conversing, I thought that once 
or twice I had observed the twinkling eyes of John Waft peep- 
ing at us from among the leaves of the neighbouring bushes. 
It was, however, only for a moment, for he speedily disappeared, 
But, without retiring from the scene, he had come slippingiy 
behind us, and, just as Mrs. Cockspur laid her hand on mine, 

- he put his head between us, and exclaimed, chuckling with 
delight, 

*• Will ye deny noo, Mr. Todd— will ye deny noo ?-«— haven't 
I catched you in the fact ?" 

Although, of all the manifold inbreakings of which that 
* creature had been guilty, there waiS none so unapropps as this ; 
yet the apparition of his he.ad was so droll, and his winkings 
of waggery so comical, that a constraint of nature obliged me 
to laugh, as I said in ri&ang, <<The cloking hen was* never so 
far oiF her eggs as ye're, BaUlie." 

" Weel, weel," cried he, in a kind of ecstasy^ — *^ weel, weel 
^-Oh, Mr. Todd, but that was a touching moment* ' Oh dear, 
it made my mouth water. But noo, Mr. Todd, were not ye 
long of coming to the point.? Did na ye heatate ? — ^that was 
ticklish— -What a beating at the heart ye must have faad-*at the 
vibration of the catastrophe!— Madam, I widi*-I deekre she's 
ofl& and into the housp.'^ 

It was so ; Mni.Cock8piir, at the moment of the inMsmi, 
rose and went into the bcMise without saying a wcffd ; indeed^ 



dhe conlcl fiot be otherwise than in constematioQ, being, as she 
was, totally unacquainted with the Baillie. Howevier,^! was/ 
not ill satisfied that he was so conglomerated about the true 
merits olf ,the case, even while 1 saw that for a time I should 
be obliged to endure his satirical inflictions, because it would 
enable me to serve Mr. tferbert without suspicion or fiaolesta- ^ 
tion. The better to carry on the plot^ I took him by the aim, 
and led.him towards the house where Miss Volumnia had got 
her tea-tal]Ae prettily set out on the green sward befor^ the 
door,' begging him, as we weut along, that be would not men- 
tion, what he had discovered* 

" It^s very true," said I, " and 1*11 not affect to deny it, Mr. 
Waft, that ye have seen something ; hut, although there may 
be a degree of undefstanding between Mrs. Ccckspur and me, 
yet it is by no means either a clear or a settled point." - 

''I saw," replied her a little seriously, "that ye had your, 
difficulties, Mr.* Todd. It's a tough job* to woo and win a 
widow, for widows are kittle catUe. j But now that je have 
given me your confidence, it's finger on lip with me, Mr. Todd 
— ^but fe must allow me to emit a wee bit jeerie now and then, 
. suitable to the occasion, for it bodes a dull matrimony when^ 
the courtship's without ^ comicality." 

By this time we were near Miss Volumnia ; and Mrs. Cock- 
spur having retired into the house, I left beauty and the bodie, 
and used ihe fireedom to follow her. She was skiing in a 
corner, and her countenance still wore the signs of sadness ; 
but when I told her of the misconception which the Baillie 
fained, she brightened, and coming out to the tea-table, invited 
him, in a most genteel manneor, to partake. 

Tills was an honour he little expected, and it confirmed him 
in his error ; but the presence of Miss Volumnia, as well as 
being unaccustomed to the elegant manners of the ladies, per- 
plexed him. It was plain he was fidgeting for an opportunity 
to throw a javelin both at ^ Mrs. Cockspiir and me, but he was 
awed by her serenity, and deterred by delicacy, lest it might 
disturb the young lady ; for no mature Mfss approves of her 
mother's mariTing — so he sat between I would and / doubt — 
an embarrassed man- ~ 

At this crisis, Mr. Betl, the Minister, taking his evening 
walk, passed by at a short distance ; and the Baillie, forgetting 
he was himself but a guest, cried out to him to draw neiir. 
Miss Volumnia also'beckoned to him to join us. Thus it hap- 
pened, that in the bustle of making room for his accommoda- 
tioni I had an opportunity of whis^rii^ to her, that the Baillie 



1^ 

had taken H kito Ilk bead h«i t&olti«r aiMl I tnwe ak^ 
married, and that I liuaKmred hm error. I fbooght tkia ie* 
qnisite to guard hev feelings i^insC Iii9l4elliers» and itpto?ad 
a jmfleioQS maiMsatre. For, searedlj waa the Miniitar 
seat^, when (he Meetrifying bottie began to cncUe and' 
9parUe in bis eld way, sajfing, 

** IMDr. Ben, 1 wouid ask you a questiea in thedlpgy, cencem- 
ing second marriages ; what's yaw opiniott of' deittga ef that 
nature?" . 

' The Ministei'. looked at me with a smile^ and then at IGss 
Vblumnia, who endeavoured to put a bridle in the mouth of 
risibilky, by biting her own* lq)S. • ' ^ / 

** I think," replied Mr. Bell, <* a great deid^ may be said. e% 
beth'Sides of the question. What^s yo«r opibien, Mr. Waifl ?*^ 
" I'm disposed to take a practical ykm of the subject," was 
the reply. ^ Suppose^ Ibr example, (Vm only putting theoase, 
Mrs. Cockspur, as a suppose, for well I Imow pdbody ef your 
bree£ng would erer h>ok on ihe Ukes of Mr. I^odd,) that if Iw 
were to throw a cdieep^s-eye at you, and ye had a neb in jmr 
heart to pick it up, tfaere'would be no^Mtug eatraoidinaiy in 
that.— Now,- Mr. Bell, to die point."— 

In turning round quickly to adchreas the Mtnister, his knee 
struck the leg^ of die table from lindeF ^ leaf next to him, 
and the fall cups, whicb chanced to^ be on it, tumbled with 
their contents on his legs : scalded and screamHig; ke instantly 
^d the scene of confusion, and we had all a hearty laugh at 
the disaster. 

Nor was tiie accident without fte isstruetion to phifa»Bophy. 
Miss Yolumnia, though in a round-about manner, was thw 
made to know that pe<^le did not think it an impossibte thing, 
Ayr her mother to marry, which was the beginning c^ a prepa« 
ration fbr the erent, especially as, after tfabs disa]^[>ea«ttk6e of. 
the BaiHie, Mr. BeH and I had some sdid discourse, in the 
presence "^ of tiie two ladies, concerning second marriages, and 
marriages late in life ; tk> both of which he expressed hsmsdf 
propitious, beliering I was wiling him into the conrereation 
for some intent with Mrs. Ceckspur, notwi U s^ U mding the 
assurance I had given him to the contrary seme time b^ore. 
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CHAPTER X. 

"Daughter of Jove l^— • — 
Oh, gently on thy suppliimt's head. 
Dread Goddess, lay thy chastening hand." 

On my return to BabeimaBdel, I had the grief to find a letter. 
from Mr. Ferret, written in a friendly and feeling manner, 
concerning the conduct of Robii^ my son. It could no longer 
be disguised, that the thoughtless lad had thrown the bridle on 
the neck of his passions^ and was careering in a dangerous 
course. He had formed intimacies with a number »of irrcvcr 
rentyoung men : •• And though," said Mr. Ferret, " it cannot 
yet be alleged that he actually neglects his business, as ho is 
regular in his attendance in the office ; yet it is impossible, after 
the night has been wasted in dissipation, that he can bring a 
clear head in the morning to his duty: — moreover, there is 
reason," continued the worthy man", " to suspect Uiat he is 
falling into debt. The amount, as far as I have been able to 
leam^ is as yet inconsiderable ; but still, as he has not been 
able to withstand the temptations of thi? city, I would advise 
you to send for him." He then expressed great sorrow for him, 
praising his natural talents, and commending exceedingly his 
acquirements, the fruit of the care and judicious tuition of 
Mr. Herbert.' 

This distressing letter- for a time drove all lighter matters 
from my mind. 1 spent the watches of the night in anxiety and 
sorrow, and wh^i I went forth in the morning, every thing around 
appeared faded and disconsolate. I went through the business 
of the day at tbe'store, but my mind was absent from the work 
of my hands, Und I only made confusion. Somethnes I thought 
of going to Mr. Bell for spiritual consolation ; and then I re- 
flected howi on a former occasion, he spoke with a severity 

« against youthful follies, to which my heart could, not accord. 
Mr. Hoskins was ijot a man to talk with on the subject at all* 
his notions 6{ dissipation were of a coarser kind than religion 
would allow me to tolerate ; indeed, all his ideas were wild 
and of the wilderness. My only visible refuge was in Mr. 

: Herbert, and I sent for him to omdole with me. ' 

V^^lT^ ^^^^^^^^^ ^ *® Stoop, deliberating on 
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what should be done, I happened to say, that if ill befell nay v 
first-born, it ni^ould bri&g down my gray hairs with sorrow to 
the grave. 

<< Ah, Mr. Todd/! said that wise and good man, '< it is too 
soon for you yet to talk of old age« and long may you be ' 
spared from the anguish which is in the first taste of its condi- 
tion. It is a grief of death, deeper and sadder than the sorrow 
that is felt for the loss of children." 
*« Y6u have not becoia parent, Mr* H^iberly'' was my reply. 
« True, 1 have not bewi a parent, but f yet'know the reason 
that is in life and in nature (or the truth of what I say* Our 
first friends are all our seniors,; we never, meet again with 
such kind hearts and fond embraces as those amid whfcb <iur 
childhood nestled. Our parents, protectors, and palrons^all; 
who feel fi)r us interestedly^ atre those whot ksiew us. in. tbp. 
innoCency of our childhood.: cootempjoraries and schpolfidr 
lows may. be faithful friends, but their, friendship lacks the ten? 
derness of that of the friends of the eldev race. Our. juniors 
regard us as beings of a different sphere/ They cannot feel 
towards us any of the interests so essential to the enjoyment 
of life ; it is when our parents aiid their contemporaries die, 
and can no more be traced bn the scene, that we receive the 
first visitation of age. The race that looked upod us with 
indulgence is then no, more, the world is pocarer in the means 
of help and kindness. There are then none who will interfere 
merely from affection to avert misfortune. I have heard you. 
say that your fa^r still iiv^ ; Unlesis Nature were awry/ 
while that is the case, you have still a fViend, you have, not yet 
reached the wide lone moor, over which lies the pilgrimage.of 
needful age.*' . ' 

While we weiH^ dius pensively ruminating aloud to eacbptfaer, 
Mxf Hoalfim c^me toivards- us ; sdmething in. hid manner Wft8 
unui9fi%l, aod he sat down at a distanee fhpdai me on the benchr. 
<< I guess," 1^ he* after, being seated some timer ^' th^ 
Squire haVt h^d no Jettexs.fKom York-town this evening." 
. ^' No, none; none since, Mr, Fesrret's epistle." - 

".Well, I have got one. from tib^t ere Mt. Primly," and takr. 
ing off* his hat, in wliiob be cotfunonly carried his hao^kerebief^ 
be took a letter ftfom under thehttndk^rdiie); and twiung a^ide 
from me, beld it Out at arin^s-leogth. I seized it eagerly* an4 
at tl^e same momefit the did man ihmkT and waUced away* 

Th^re w'^s e^ light enough to enable me to read the lettws 
which I saw by the fiwt sentence Kvjas an aps^Ker to soine 
inquivies which .Mr* Hoidcins had, unknowA taoM, mftdere- 
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speelisg Uobin. The teiirs came into my.eyea at this anjbidden 
and flecfret tender-heartedness, and not being able in cdnse- 
qnenoe to read farther, I ga?e the letter to Mr. Herbert^ 
requeuing him to cast his eyes over it, and liet me know the 
contents. He did so, foir about as long as one might take to 
cotint thirty, when he sighed, as if his bosom had been pierced 
• with a cold weapon. 

<* Truly Mt, Hoskins has a right warm heart," was his 
observation, as be sorrowfully refolded the letter, of whiqh he 
retained possesion. \ 

*^ What says it -of my boy, my erring and misguided Robin ?" 

Mr. Herbert made^ me no answer for some time, and when 
he did speak, it was in a broken and troubled voice, the exact 
purport of which I could not distinctly hear. It was a suf-' 
focating miirmtir of the wor^ ^'hdrfible, aiid mutder, and 
death." 

" Is he dead ?" was niy Wild inquiry, for rty throat was so 
parched with horror, that I could not articulate iVithout an 
effort. 

'* No, he is ndt dead," was the emphatic answer; 

<i What has he done," cried I, somewhat i^K^evled. 
» "It could not be premeditated," saM Mr. Herbert, tiiought- 
fnlly : " it was not in the poor boy's nature to have itfiagin^d 
such a crime." 

** Crime ! Oh, trifle not with me — is he accused^ of any 
crime?" 

" Yes ; and of murder !" In uttering these hideous words, 
Mr. Herbert, for the space of a minute, became so agitated, 
that he could not proceed. 

"Yes, poor boy! he ibll into a quarrel with some of. his 
companions ; a duel was. the consequence, and his adversary 
was left for dead on the field ; Robin and his second have fled. 
It is supposed they have gone to England in a ship which sailed 
that morning." 

"Oh ! Rebecpa, he w^ts thy son ! he could i^ot have com- 
mitted murder i** was the first utte^rance I could giye to the 
eairthqiiake ip inf h^art, I was then enabled to add, " I think 
h^ has not fled to England ; I Vave ever been a kind hktm. 
Oh t pennvless in Gnglanirl \ his Boom is sjsal^d." 

Mr. Herbert, with ms^ny gentle ii^mbnstrabces^ eiicUAvoured 
to assuage the violehl^ef which Kow overwhelmed xnie ; but 
iiiB endmivours were Sfor a long tith^ ubavjEulihj^ ; lior was it 
imtil, m i^ply to faiy tetnriihg,. he reminded tiie fiowofteri.I hkd 
iaid fevii w^s, in Aj Tife, the tbrecbiMng shadow 6t |66a, ^kt 
I became in some d^ree calm. 
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We thenconsiilted on what should be done« As the port to 
which the vessel was destined, was of course known at^ew- 
York) Mr .Herbert proposed that a letter should be written^' 
by the first ship for England, to some person, to look after the 
.fugitive on his arrival ; but there was only my aged father 
whom I could address, and he was old, und ill able to endure . 
the fatigue of any journey or agitation. 

<*i had once ihany associates," said 'Mr. Herbert; "we 
shall to-morrow morning Ascertain from the Cockspurs who 
among them are still alive, and I will write to some of Ihem, 
though ihy letters will be as from the grave." , ' 

It is thus that Providence ever mitigates the east wind of 
adversity. Had the tidings of that liight come a week sooner, 
how much keener would have been the blast? for then Mr. 
Ilerbert would not have thought of writing to any one in Eng- 
land ; but now he could do so without repugnance, and speak 
of his own' resuscitated condition and prospects. When I look 
back on my intercourse with that excellent man, and, retrace,^ 
Step by step, the course* of our connexion, from the day when 
I saw him first caressing his little dog in the solitude of- the . 
forest, I am bound to say, had our acquaintance ended with the 
interest he took in my unfortunate son, that he was an appointed 
instrument to bring about some of thp most extraordinary 
events in my destiny. * . . 



CHAPTER XI. 



-« Suoh stuffy 



y As dreams are made of, and their tittie life 
Is rounded by a sleep." 

At an early hour next morning Mr. Herbert came to see 
me, and found me very ill ; iny anxieties had brought on a fit 
of the ague : I had passed the night in dismal dreams ; deep 
I had none : tiie spell of an incantation was upon me ; my bed 
was surrounded with auguries and omensf, and I beh^d dread- 
ful apparitions fiashing athwart the gloom. 

My intention vi[|is to have gone with him to Judiville, to 
ascertain from the Cockspurs which of his old associates was 
yet living to whom he could wi:ite on behalf of my son ; but 
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the residue of the ague fit wad still upon me, and I could not 
quit the blankets, so that he was obliged to go alone. 
* In ttie cbu^e ot the afternoon, having enjojedisome refresh- 
ing steepi I rose, anidouslj lookiti^ for Mr. Herbert ; but he 
did not return till it was almost sunset His mission was, 
however, satisfactory ; he found that many of his oldest and 
most intimate acquaintances were still living, and he wrote to 
several of them from Judiville, that a post should not be lost. 

Although it could ^nbt be said that this attentive kindness , 
made any difference in n^y situation, it yet, in. some m^easure, 
relieved my mind, — if that can be accounted relief, which 
merely provided that the fugitive, in the event of reaching 
. England, should not find himself utterly destitute. 

By the next post I wrote to my father. It was a heart- 
breaking thing to address that pious old man on such a subject, 
and to entreat him to receive with compassionate affection, if 
ever the rash lad reached his dwelling, one who was stained 
with blood. It is true, we had not heard that the victim of 
the duel was dead ; but the hopes of his recovery were slender, 
and I priepared my mind for the worst. Alas !. that the felicity 
of parents should so often be limited to the childhood of their 
children ! 

It was on this occas,ion that I first began to refiect seriously 
on the pain I . had given to my kind father, when, intoxicated 
with the democratic vapours' of the French Revolution, I was 
art and part in those, projects of perfectibility, which brought 
me, and so many of my young companions, under the tawse of 
the Lord .Advocate. I discerned then the truth of what Mr. 
Herbert had observed on the difierence pf feeling, between the 
regard which the young entertain for their seniors, and the 
tender afi!ection of the old for those whom they have seen 
growing up from merry schoolboys into sober jvisaged men ; 
and the thought of my own recklessness made me siiffer the 
heart-burn of remorse. Strange! that I should have. lived, ' 
insensible to the grief I had inflicted on my father, uiktil the 
arrors of my own son made me to feel the sting. 
' I was in no heart to talk to Mr. Herbert of the r^epi||on he 
had'^met with frbni the Cockspurs, particularly ot his. meeting 
with the lady ; n6r, indeed, though I had been in a gayer mood, 
would the time, so imniediatel^ after it, have been fitting for 
jocutari^i but I requested hhn to spare me half an hour at his 
earliest conveniehce to consider of his own ajffiiirs. << It is a 
duty I owe you, Mi'. Herbert, for. your friendship io tlie niis^ 
fortune Ihathaij bdUles me." He made no reply, but pressed' 
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jQuy hanciy as he said ''Good night/' and shook hijs , bead 
thoughtfully. ' 

In the mean time, the story of the duel had spread through 
the settlement, and I was, during the greater part of the day, 
in dread of a sympathizing visit from John Waft, but he was 
not without delicacy, when a solemn occasion called for it. 
He knew that I was apt to fash at him, and he discreetly kept 
out of. my way. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Bell came from Judiville, and I would 
have been as well content had he not. The austerity with 
iidiich, on a former occasion, he spoke of the faults of inex: 
perience, I had not forgotten ; nor the sternness of his senti- 
ments respecting the errors of young men. Moreover, I had 
rejected his advice, and taken a ^lore lenient course ; I was ^ 
therefore afraid at his appearance, lest he should chide me, 
and my heart was too sore to bear rough handling. But he 
came in the SamaritansTpirit of consolation, and his holy 
admbnitions pacified my wildest apprehensions : still, I njiust 
confess that Nature continued strong ; for, when he retired, I 
was far from being resigned, and more than once dared to 
question the rectitude of Providence, -not in afflicting me, but 
in allowing my callow young" to fall so'early into the fowler's 
snare. At last, I endeavoured to master these irreverent mur- 
murs, and to stifle an impiety that was worse than the folly of 
the fooFs foolishness : in the struggle, Divine hope c^me to my 
assistance. • . 

Soon after the departure of the Minister, I fount}' myself so 
weary in mind and body, that, upon the advice of Mrs. Hos^ 
kins, I weiit to bed, and a happy sleep was shed upon my 
pillow. In tbemoming 1 was more myself again ; and, to the 
surprise of MiCHerbert when he came to inquire for me, he 
leaded I had $rone to the store ; where, as I l^ave been always 
of opirian tl at earnest employment is the best mandf agora for 
an aching heart, he found nie busy with Charles, taking an in- 
ventory of the goods, preparatory to our remoyal to Judiville. 

Instead of renewing- the melancholy. conversatipUf broken 
by. his departure the preceding evening, I began immediately 
to spc ak of his own case ; remarking, that I helped he had 
met with nothing to disappoint him, hut I did not like that 
head-shaking with which he had left me. 

" J[;haVe not yet seen Mrs. Cockspur," was his reply ; "I 
waanot'sufficiently prepared to meet her, so I made my4>usiness 
to be with the young men : and I cannot but say that their al- 
tered appearance darkened my hopes^^it made me feel as if 



there were SotMge in thinkiiig of manage with the mother of 
men. I did not make myself known to them for some time^ 
nor did they recognise me. Bradshaw, the ysoungeat, at first 
looked at me sharply,;* and, as we walked alonf, speakinff of 
the^settlementy he stepped a pace or two on before, and men, 
suddenly turning round, eyed me eagerly ; eyidently showing 
he was beginnmg either to recollect something of me, or some? 
body he thought I resembled. I hope you will not look upon 
thir little comedy as any proof of riackness in my errand. 

**. Having gradually led the two gentlemen to some distance, 
I b^an to inquire abo^t my pld:friend Mr. Groves. The mo- 
ment I uttered his name, Bradshaw, with aslight exclamation, 
almost a siiout, cp^covered me ; Oliver stood still, and after 
steadily looking at me, said, " Is it possible V^ They then both 
shook me heartily by the hand, but I noticed' immediately after 
that they exchanged looks; and without returning towards 
their mother's house, as I had expected, they walked ouwafd in 
the direction I had taken them. 

<<To my questions they gave satisfactory answers, some of 
them in th^ highest degree agreeable ; and they also particu- 
larly inquired about my owi^ adventured, by wUch t was con- 
vinced their mother had not disclosed to them die news she had 
received frpm you. It is this that, makes me doubtful to renew 
my acquaintance with her, while I cannot doubt that the young 
men would be equally averse to see it attempted. Their be- 
haviour,* both at the recognition and jvhen we separated, was 
in accordance with this : they neither asked me to go back 
with them to see their mother^ nor, when we parted, did they 
express any wish to see me again." 

" Now, mind," said I, " you and they have not been so mira- 
culously brought into reunion here in the woods of America 
by accident ; we shall see by-and-by what undivulged purpose ^ 
is to be served by it." 

'< You are mighty confident in the results of the Provideh- - 
tial drama," replied Mr. Herbert ; "but in the progress of my 
life I have not been so observant of the indices of events : not 
that X have been altogether unobservant, for I have at times 
felt myself drawn or driven along a course from which by. no 
voluntary e£brt 42ould I deviate." 

" Ah H'^d I, " you light-speakmg men of great cities may > 
affect to be insensible to the evidences of a special Providence ; 
but, Afr. Herbert, you-^a man of your intelligence — cannot 
have lived so long, nor have seen so much of human life and 
of hiunan nature,, without having noticed that there are times,. 
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-and sMn, iand places, and f bingiB, that have a mysterious eon- 
nvtioii with good or evil in ytmr desthay.. The ignonint talk 
of lueky and unlucky days ; of blighting eyes ; and of plain 
soles ; of spots hauniedf and uncanny, and of sotin^ and sis his, 
of dreadfbl or of encoui^aging prognostication. Tour philo- 
sopher ailbcts to give Ao credMce to such creeds, because they 
touch not upon specialities; but who is he that hath not to 
himself adcnowledged, that on such a day my bad angel often 
has^e ascendency : that I hate to meet i^fth such a man, the 
sight of him is neirer to mO'the forerunner of any good ; that 
I have neve^r been at such a place without soon after having 
cause for soitow ; and that When I dream of such and such 
phantasies, or feel pai^eular iuAience in the atmosphere, I 
may prepare^ as it were, ibr soine new lum in the wheel of 
ibrtune, or advent of adversity ? No, Mr. Herbert, there is not 
only a Secret tie between your earthl/ lot and mine, though to 
what end is still a problem in both our lives. I redde you, 
therefore, to read more in the book of daily accidents, and you 
will less esteem the power and wisdom of man, and maybe 
dkcover that chance is but a coming round of some notch in 
the wheel that changes thd patterns in the webs of Jhe power- 
tooms of Providence. It Avas a lucky day, and Babehnandel 
a happy plaoe, when we first raet.-^Man! I am the agent of 
your good angel.'* 

In this sort of mystical manner I essayed to revive his conr 
Mence in his destiny. . 



CHAPTER XII. 

. ** The coneii carle was at his wonted frade.^' 

BuftXMO several days, I so much engaged myself with the 
husinesA of the stdre, takihfg an inventory of the goods, laying 
aside such as were to be teft for Jbhft Waft, and' packing up 
those to .be removed to the new establishment at Jtratyille, that' 
iliy toSaid bcfcaihle in some degree estranged fi*om grief; 

Indeed, it is proper to note hertf tbaf, although at Uto time 
the anguii^' of my heart was very^ ihtense, I cannot now recall, 
on many pmnts, such'distitatf reCoUectiois as to joi^ify^ n^ef in 
attMptSng a narraHvef^so pasKicuitv ae IbcloiDe Ihad'or^ally 
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intended to malce. This is partly, do doubt, owing to the cii*- 
cuiBstaflce of writing it after the issue of eirents had deter- 
inined their true nature ; when things which, in their prospec- 
tive estimate, seemed gloomy and disheartening, have proved 
happy in their consummation. 

How can one who is esteemed fortunate* look back on the 
vicissitudes of fortune which he may have experienced, with 
the emotions he felt when the eclipse was passing over the sun ? 
This consideration should excuse to the courteous reader any 
defect in feeling- or inconsistency, which may seem to mar the 
propriety of my story. I am like the sailor, with can in hand, 
describing the perils of his voyages, and the dark nights of 
danger he has passed on unknown shores. I think liglitly now 
of accidents which, at the*- time of* their coming t9 pass, 
bruised my heart ; and I see cause almost for laughter in dis- 
asters which, when beheld in their first aspect, threatened 
tenible things. 

. I well recollect an accident that fell out at the period of 
which I am tijpating ; it then gave me a deal of Vexation, but 
it can no longer be thought of with gravity. 

On one of those days whien I was busy in the store, arrang- 
ing every thing for the flitting to JudiviUe, like a man of busi- 
ness and an honest man, my evil genius, John Waft, came to 
' see me. It was his first visit after I had received the calaini- 
tous news of ray son ; and I but do him justice when I repeat 
that for some time his conduct wa^ pleasant and Christian. 
He spoke with a true Presbyterian sincerity concerning the lot 
of manj who is •bom to troubles as the sparks fly upward9, 
and whose best activity-^his toil and 'moil in the servitude oiF 
the world — is as the cracking of thorns under a pot. 

But after a season, seeing what I' was about, his discourse 
changed to more temporal topics, and he asked me which lot 
of the goods was destined for him. I pointed out two, at 
the sight of which he expressed himself well content, and he 
was evidently proud with the thought of being the master of' 
such cargoes. Thb was in the geqerality. By^and-by, vvhile 
I was occupied with other matters, he began to examine the 
articles, one by one, in a very scrutinizing manner-^whicb; 
considering the' bargain he had gotten, and the way he over- 
reached me in it, might as well have l^en spared. 

For some time, however, he met with nothing to which he 
xould object, for it had so happened that the best things we^re 
uppermost. How that chanced, is impossible for me to tell ; 
but it was a curious thing, ^md I have nothing but my character 
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to set agaliDist the ifttupieioii to #hkh thel)odie gave wxt when 
lie dipped deeper into the heap/ 

The first thing he found which had met with ia misfortune, ^ 
was a' pot-metal spider that had oiostufiaccdiintabiy broken its 
leg. He lifted it up, and brought it towards iite in his hand, 
and ib his usual mincing and simpering way, (mid, 

«.Mr. Todd, I would just, ifye'l) spare a minute, beg you to 
* look at this crippled eomiDodity." 

I turned round, md on seeing what W'as in his hsbnd, cried» 
« Dear me ! that's dreadful ; how could such an accident hap- 
pen ? sui^ely ye cannot think I observed it when it was set aside 
for you, Mr. Waft." ' . 

•* Oh ho, oh no,'* was his reply ; f* I'll niBvei* impute sach a 
malefaction to you, Mr. Todd. It*s an accidence/and I fancy 
Til have to put up wiV 

. So he carried it back ; but instead of replacing it in &e 
. heap, be set it down by itself apart, and, rummaging for 'more 
infirmities, laid his hand^ on a kail-pot tha^ had lo^ a foot ; he 
raised it up in bolJi hand^ and came round with it also to me. 
tsaw by a blink of my eye that he was coming ; bift I ^ttfbed 
Ifflidcj f6r it was manifest he was going to be overly trou- 
blesome. . 

"TWtr. Todd," said he again— « Mr. ^Todd, I wish ye would 
look at this : here's a pot that has lost a foot, and where the 
foot has been, there is a hole.*- 

" I can't help it : ye have it as I had it— I as little broke off 
the pot's foot as the spider''s leg," wis my ttfit ansWer. But 
he wns not to be* so daunted, for he replied, ~; 

•• Oh, Mr. Todd, I would never even the like bf sctoh a felly 
to you. I ne'er could think tha;t ye would sit down on "the 
ground, and take spidel^ and pots oh your lap, and knap off 
their legs and feet with a stoneor a hammef. N0 :v I have a • 
better opinion of your understanding." 

So he carried the pot back, and placed it beside the inva- 
lided spider :. presently he found in the heap a tin tea-k^tle, 
the spout of which was, by chance, become loose ; I saw- him- 
shake it, aUd i heard it jingle ; at the same tinke he gave a 
sniggering, out-of*temper laugh, and <sded aerdets tlie store 
to me,— 

*^I have the ntiA^er of the 6)>aciB§ atid the third i^ astroop* 
less kettle ;" so he tossed it froitk him towards th^ otl«er three 
lamiters; with more bir thah there M^hs any need for, bjr Wbilbli 
the spout was broken off. 

^* Let aldne my gooiis, ind not tiandle ^eUk iii that manner," 
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exetmmeih foK W cprr^ion.was rising: '^£S6«, ye have 
bipken tiie spout off that kettle." 

«^ It wa0.io69« befi>re».aad useless," replied, he. 
- <' Ypu're useless/' cried I ; ** and I. am not going to let you 
pick and choose in that way ^ you shall have a jfair assortment . 
of the goods in the store ; one for one* of every article I 
brought from Mr. Nacket's according to your black bargain." 
From less to more, we came to high.wcurds, and he insisted 
<m^ having every ajn^cle in a sound and merchanta|;>le condi- 
tion. Tbajt I- declared he should not have i and after many 
more w^ds than were likely to isolder our differencer we 
agised in the end io leave the matter, to the arhitration of Mr. 
Herbert; for I insisted that, as nothing was sud in the bar- 
gain about the quality and condition of the goods, he was 
bound to take his fair proportional share of the damaged 
. articles. 

Accordingly^ we adjourned to Mr. Herbert's school, luoid 
finding it was the play-hour, and him alone, we stated our case, 
and gota quick adjudication. Having considered all the par- 
ticulars, and made some very judicious strictures on the man- 
ner in which the Baillie took me in at the first, he finally decided 
that justice woul^ be satisfied by not obliging him to take 
more than his fair share of all kinds of the goods, whether en- 
tire or damaged. ' 

From Mr. Herbert's tribunal we returned to the store, and 
jointly made a thorough examination of every thing ; the result 
of which proved very vexatious to me ; for it so happened, 
when we had finished the ^rutiny o£ the lots set apart ^r the 
Baillie*s share, the pbjectionables were rather more numen^us 
than, according to t^Q verdict, it ought to have been ; and the 
wcNTSt was, that I could not convince him it was owing, some- 
how, to an accident. 

That piece of lousiness was the last I had occasion to tran»- 
act in Babelmandel; for, having finished the inventory, and 
packed all-up for removal, I went to Judiville, to prepare the 
house for . the reception of my .family, and the store for the 
reception of my goods. I could not, however, finally retire 
from the village without regret. From the time of my arrival 
there, all worldly things had prospered with me exceedingly. 
I arrived a poor man, with not more than three hundred doUars, 
th^ residue of Mr. Hoskins's generous gift^ — I was quitting it 
a rich one, with a great and growing substance in prospect.* 
The prices at which I was.selling the last of my speculation 
irere doubled ;. and the extraordinary progress of Judiville was, 
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i may say, daily raising the value of the reservation in the vlci^ 
nity of that town. The store had proved a source of prdfit 
far beyond hope; and the Banking Conipaiiy> Ihpugh the 
arrangements were not quite complete, promised, as Mr. Hos- 
kins said, to be a Queen of Sbeba to us all. 

But amid so much prosperity I had not been without a taste 
both of grief and of anxfety. . Aly sweet infant, the innocent 
and tender namesake 6f Rebecca, had there hallowed the 
ground to my remembrance : my family had also sufibred a 
loss in their calm and industrious mother, which no change of 
earthly fortune could restore ; and I had there been first taught 
to weep the* salt tears of parental affliction for the errors of a 
beloved son, who, until he left the place, had never given me 
any cause for sorrow. -' 



PART VI. 



CHAPTER I. 
^^ ThiogB wear a visage which I think to like not. - 

It was a sunny morningy early in October, when I sent off 
from Babelmandel Mrs. Hoskins and my two daughters in a 
wagon to Judiville, under the care of my son Charles : the 
lold gentleman was already there. The woods were then in 
all their autumnal glory ; the golden sycamore and the flaming 
maple illuminated the forest, and a surpassing splendour shone 
all around from the kindling boughs. It is not in the bound- 
less bowers of America that the moralist can preach from the 
text of the fading leaf. 

I forget, at this distance of time, the cause which prevented 
me from accompanying my family in the morning. I believe 
it was some matter concerning the Bank, by which I was 
detained with Mr, Herbert, or perhaps something in his own 
affair : I only recollect it was late in the twilight before I 
reached our new home, and that he had accompanied me tl^e 
greater part of the way ; for we fell in together with Mr. Brad- 
shaw Cockspur. 

After dry salutations had passed between the two, Mr. Her- 
bert returned homeward, and the young gentleman walked 
with me to town. 

I thought this a good opportunity to advert to the previous 
story of his mother and Mr. Herbert, for I had set my mind on 
seeing them married ; and accordingly, as we sauntered lei- 
surely along in the cool of the evening, I began to speak of my 
friend, to commend his many excellent qualities, and to express 
my hope that the close of his varied life might yet be in 
comfort. 

To my commendations, Mr. Bradshaw acknowledged his 
assent ; but there was a visible restraint upon him ; and when 

Vol. H-— 3 



20 X.AWBUB TOD2>. 

I bad wised round the conveiBatioii tQ; the events by whicii 
the marriage was frustrated, he ezpres^ with some wannth 
his satisfaction that it had been broken ^. 

<< Not that we had any objectien,'' said he, << to Mr. Herbert 
personally : for indeed, as you say, where is a more excellent, 
and, in many respects» a more able m^ to be found ? — but we 
dislike the idea of a second marriage at the advanced period 
of my mother's life : besides, it seemed to be hazarding a repe- 
Utioai of the mortifications we had suffered in my father's time, 
and which could only be attributed to the disparity of hb birth, 
as compared with the descent of our ft^ily." 

I smiled at the young man as he maide this latter observa- 
tion, and remarked, <^ That it seemed to me odd he should 
speak of his mother's side of the house, as being the family to 
which he belonged ;" adding with a laugh, '' I guess, Mr. 
Bradshaw, your father had a father with ancestors as well as 
Sir* Devereux." 

He seemed to blua^ a little at tiiis insinuation, so I pushed 
home my advantage. 

^^|Tour family," said I, <*have come to this country accord- 
ing to a pre-arranged plan of your father. Your property in 
England has been sold, and you are now planted in America 
— ^1 hope to take root and to flourish. But, Mr. Bradshftw, 
you will neither find comfort nor increase here, unless you 
conform, not only to the customs of those among whom your 
lot has been cast, but to their opinions and ways of thinking. 
The people on this side of the Atlantic have no ancestors : it 
is not more than two hundred years, since the Adam and Eve 
ofthie world were formed out of the waters of the sea in Ae 
hollow of a ship." 

«'Iti family concerns, Mr. Todd," said the young man, in- 
terrupting me a little too briskly, << the advice of strangers is 
often best spared until solicited." 

** No douDt," replied I, pretending not to have fek his short 
remark ; <' but a traveller on an unknown road is none the 
WOTse of a hint, as to the course he should take. You will be 
much mistaken if you expect to find America like England, 
and still more if you think it may be qoade so. I hs^ve seen 
many self-conceited emigrants, who imagined it might : not 
being ajble at home to make England like America, they come 
h^re, and their first work is to make America like Enghmd. 
It is, wonderful how much this is the case, with the reforming 

•*lifA we are c( no political sect," said Mr. Biradshft)^; 
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^* we bave come witb no other intention than to live at happily 
as we can, and to porane a course for ourselves, that may enable 
U8 to preserve the same relative position in society we had a 
right to at home.^' 

Jliy laeetioua answer waa, ** I now pereeiye yon have come 
here to be ancestors. That may do v^y well with you young 
folk ; but your leddy mother's days for that trade are pretty 
well over.'* 

He was apparently not pleased with this retort, but as I 
owed him one for his shortness about fanuly concerns, I 
continued,— . 

** And to be as plain with you, Mr. Bradshaw, as I am 
pleasant, this is not an affiiir in which dutiful children would 
interfere ; indeed, no discreet child, be it son or daughter, 
would ever think of meddling with a parent's marriage.'' 
- ^' I think differently," was his dogged reply. 

I was really dumbfoundered at this unsavoury answer, and 
fcMT lack of better, said — ** What you think now, and what your 
mother thought when you were clecket, are two very di&rent 
thinp. But, Mr. Bradshaw, if you and your brother will lis- 
ten to the advice of a well-wisher to your family, ye^Q let your 
mother please herself. I doubt not she has as many reasonable 
objections to a marriage in her old days, as her children can 
have ; and she's a leddy of such good sense, and so correct a 
judgment, that she weU may be left to the prudence of her 
own will." 

** A marriage in old age ! — ^tis ridiculous ! 'tis almost a 
shame," cried he. 

''Hoot toot! hoot toot! Mr. Bradshaw," said I, ''that's 
no' a way to talk of solemnities ordained in Heaven. Ye seem 
to thmk that there can be no marriage with a dance : if it 
were so, then I agree it would be very ridiculous to see your 
leddy-mother and Mr. Herbert, the one fifty and the other 
threescore, whisking round and rotmd the rocmi to two^some 
reel ; but I can assure you no such galloping is at all india- 
pensablo. They have <Hily to be joined in one ; and after a 
sober tea-drinking, befitting their time ai life, to take a glasa 
of wine, and " 

" A glass of devils !" exclaim^ the young gentleman, in -a 
contumadous mannor, and walked hastily foiward some twenty 
or thirty paces. Then be suddenly turned and came back towards 
me, with a glowing face, and eyes that might have kindled 
candles. Seeing him coming, I thought to myself, now that I 
am on the wall*top, it*a just as welt to venture the leap. 
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« Ml*. Todd,'* said he, as bold as a lion—" Mr. Todd,I forbid 
you to interfere in the affairs of our family." 

" Show your authority, Mr. Bradshaw,'' was roy calm and 
juridical reply. 

He stood still as if the lightning had smote him ; he looked 
at me like a storm, and I looked at him with a smiling visage, 
like a summer mornuig. He turned upon his heel, and stately 
strode away. He had not, however, walked many yards, when 
I called him back. 

<* Hooly, hooly, Mr. Bradshaw,'' cried T, ** ye need not make 
a tempest of yourself ; for if there be such objections to Mr. 
Herbert, maybe Pm no so ill pleased to hear o't as ye fancy — 
maybe I have just been sounding you ?'* 

He again stood still, and looked at me wiUi an astonished 
and inquisitive eye for some time^, then I perceived the angry 
crimson fading from his cheek» and a smile beginning to man- 
tle and dimple, as he said^ — 

' " Well ! you are a droll character : but, Mr. Todd, you 
reaDy ought not to play so cruelly with one*s feelings." 

" Let by-ganes be by-ganes, Mr. Bradsbaw ;" and with these 
words 1 held out my hand to him, which he cordially accepted. 
I then put on a grave and kind face, and took him by 
the arm, as I added, "1 would now pnt a serious question ; 
seeing you are so determined against Mr. Herbert, what would 
be your sentiments, were another to offer? — suppose me ?" 

He flung from me like a whirlwind, and uttering not a word, 
hastened home as quickly as his legs could carry him. I cer- 
tainly did intend to surprise him, at the same time I expected 
he would have seen through the joke ; so, being rather vexed 
by his abrupt departure, I walked on to the town, not in the 
best of all humours with myself. I had clearly made no pro- 
gress towards the object in view ; and parting in the manner 
we did, had perhaps rendered die chance of success to Mr. 
Herbert less probable. But, verily we know not what we do ; 
for^I could not have been more wisely directed, as will be seen 
ih^he sequel, than in using that suggestion, though it was done 
with a light mind. 

Mr. Bradshaw, on reaching home, had, it appeared, sum< 
mened a council, consisting of his brother and sister, to whom 
he related dl that had passed between us. What they seve- 
rally thought of Mr. Herbert's renewed pretensions, of course, 
I never heard ; but it would seem that the idea of me evening 
myself in sincerity to their mother, concentrated all their indig- 
nation into one focus, and I was destined to be consumed. 
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Th«y went ia m body t^tfaw taothet^ A« sbe hendf mftemuBJl 
idd OMN «Bd Mag efMne Mvue ber^ BifadsfaAWi who iPir 
3pok«aaiAo mk tho oooasicxtH qddfessed lier at great toogth, tMrt 
ott^r agaiiiat the indeooraoi of seeoad OMniagea in geaerait 
but a marriage wHb me in partieiilar^ Siia saw Aey wele 
under a deiuflioBy and she allowed them to femaiB in it ; nnj, 
being somewbat diverted witbtbevebeaiieooear their tfiaDilold 
D^jedaoas to me, abe even dyljr encoinaged them lo imagiiie 
there vae aameeortof matrimooial leadeney between us : tatf 
tb^ interpreted her equivocalities, as she intended they ■ h o ald , 
until they grew wild to see her n^fld so seeaiiflgly made up to 
acce|it 4i my baod« 

The affair did not end with this scene. The remonstaat««f 
retired ; and, at another aittingr afi^MMBtt^ Miss Vohnuiia 10 
see my daughters on die surety and to ui^ them le attadt 
me ; while Mr. Bradshaw, wim waa the leader of tliB war, laa* 
dertodc to bri% my son Charies intoaheir alliancoi. ^ 31ie4a^ 
claKation of hoatibtiea w«s iMiwever^ suspended, ia eaa sa 
queace of an ooeurrence, which will be rdated in the neit 
chapter. 



CHAPTEIt 11. 

"• We'll bvM it up stf tha «yo«mere4tae.'' 

Tbb house at J^viik, into which I had now moved my 
family, was a very haodsoaie building, it was. not thcoi ao 
lafge aa it is now, the two wings having been added in die 
course of the year ader. The store bdbw was also nobleaaft 
capaeioos, and the warehouses behind bMi nottiMiraRtebtben 
in all the Genesee county* The whole psemiacs have, 'ao 
doubt, been hmg since aurpaased in appeamnca by many c^er 
edificial structures ; but there has not yel been any faniiding 
erected in JudiviUe^ which for eoofemenees widan, and a jo- 
dicieoa mtuatiod, ^n compare witbthe premises of flsekina 
and Todd. 

The progress ofthe town has been very wonderful. Iniemtbaft 
five years from, the date of ^ The Festivaal," it contained up* 
waidi of two thousand sevea hundred infaabitanli^and at this ] 
sent writiagt the population eaoaed& ten. thousand souls. 

3* 
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1g[oskins is one of thericbeirt men m siany coimties ; and when t^ 
itistalments are paid up dn my twenty thonsaiid acres, wbieh were 
all settled fw ia the five years, I shall liave no cause to grum- 
ble at the reward voocfasaftd for my courage in that speovda- 
tion. B^t let me not brag. 

At the era of my arrived for a permanent purpose atJudi- 
ville, though the worid was then, as it has ever since been, 
blithe towards me, there was a worm in my heait*~the miscon- 
duct of my first-bom, which neith^ riches nor honours could 
appease. 

The post, on Uie day alter my arrival, brought letters from 
New- York, which, to a certain extent, were salutary to my 
spirits. They informed us, that die young man whohad^Uen 
in the duel, had been pronounced out of danger, and that it 
had been ascertained my son's companion had not sailed in the 
ship for England, he having been seen in Baltimore, which 
aflbrded just reason to think that Robin also had not quitted 
' Ammca« It may, therefore, be said Uiat I to<^ up my abode 
at Ju<fiville under favourable auspices, though my anxieties ibr 
the unfortunate and ill-guided lad were stOl very sharp, and 
iilled my uneasy pillow with thorns. ^ 

in this state of suspense matters continued for some time : 
at last, the newspapers havmg spread far and wide that the 
duel was not fatal, my son's companion returned to hisf friends 
in New-Tork, and through him we learned that, although Robin 
had not sailed for England in the ship at fiist supposed, he had, 
nevertheless, taken his passage in another, bound for Greenock, 
in Scotland, with the intent of going to my father. 

There was both comfort and vexation in the news ; — com- 
fort that he was heard of at all, and had taken the direction of 
Bonnytown ; vexation that he should have so oast himself upon 
the world, firiemfless andpennyless, and haunted with horror foi' 
the deed it was believed he had done. 

Under the persuasion that he would reach •bis grandfather in 
safety, I th€»ttght it my duty to reflect seriously on the means 
of tuniing tlra accident to the poor lad*s advantage : accord- 
ingly, after a great deal of cogitation, I came to tl^ resolution 
to let him attend the useful chases in the^Edinburgh College for 
the winter ; and to that effect I wrote to my father, and sent 
him by means of Mr. Primly, a bill of exchange for a hundred 
pounifa sterling ; a sum that I thought would nmke the old man 
goggle. I wrote, also, at the same time, to Robin ; and as the 
young man whom he had left for dead on the field was then 
well and hearty, I need not say' that on this occs^on the rod 
was not spared. 
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Havifig said so much coBcerning my domestic tribuktioDSt I- 
shall now retarn to the general stream of my story ; but before 
entering on it at the pomt where I left off» it is meet and fit I 
should acquaint the courteous reader wi^ a great work then 
in bandy of which I take pride to myself for having been the 
originator. 

It will be recollected, that a considerable time ago I men- 
ticmedy in an inddental manner^ something of the Company 
by whom the first mills at Judiville were erected. The lead- 
ing partner was a countryman of mine, a n^t worthy Scotoh- 
man who had been bred a millwright at the Brig-o'*Johnstone, 
in Renfrewshircy in the expectation of going out to an uncle, 
who was an OTcrseer of a sugar-estatOy in Ae island of Gre- 
nada. But Mr. Sempley as he waa oalledy howevery grew to 
have a heart hatred of slaveiy ; and when he was done with 
his time as an apprentice^ he resolved to have nothing to say, to 
the West Indies; sOy bemg like myself) in the way of youthful 
indiscretioD, a fittle addicted to the R^nniBg of Parliament ; 
for the folks about the Brig-o'-JohnstonOy Kilbarchani and 
Lochano^ are great Reformers; — he came to AmericSy 
where by industry and good conducty he made, in the course 
of a few yearsy some money. 

Mr. Semple and ly one Sabbathy after hearing a capital dis- 
course from Mr. Bell, were taking a stroll together along the 
skirts of the woody and from one tUng to ano£ery we began to 
converse about the old countryy and bow pleasant it was to see 
a steeple-top glittering above the trees on a fine eveningy and to 
hear the fiur-off kirk-bell ringing shrilly in the lown of a Sun- 
day morning. This led us to think that eth time could not be 
distanty when it would be necessary to build a church and a stee- 
ple with bells in it at Judiville ; and from less to more, it was 
that very night resolved between usy ^at we should set about 
the business without delay. 

To builda church in the wildemess-^as in a sense the town 
still was-HBone might have thought a bold undertidcing ; but 
we set vrerily about it ; we first raised as liberal a voluntary 
subscription as we could — and it was pleasant to see how reli- 
giously the settlers were inclined — for ^e amount exceeded 
our most sanguine expectations; we then opened another 
paper for sbo^esy whichy as the seats were to be let, and the 
town was daily mcreasingy was socm filled up ; and Hoskins 
and Todd were appointed the tfeasurers. 

Mr. BradUbaw Gockspury whom I have already spoken of as 
having a genius for architecture, drew the plan, under the 



difectaoas of Mr. Sample, from « dweiiption which he gud him 
of ft new cbuich at Gfeenock» one of the finest buikliiigs tn 
Cbiisteadom: atle«stfto8aidMr.Seiiiple»eiidb6butz«pmuted 
the ojiimoii of all the iahabitants of Greenock* the most en- 
lightened commnnity in the West of Scotland, scarcely ex- 
cepting even that of Port Glasgow ; so justly, for its taste in 
the fine arts, denominated the Fkxrence of the West. The 
plan, howeror, when it was completed, was according lo Mti 
Semple, superior even to the Greeoock basilica ; inauQucb i» 
the portico had aix Connthiae pillars, and the steeple was a 
story bigber^ whtch, he said, was just what the Greenock one 
is short of perfection. 

The buildiDg of this ^rand structure was in due season 
commenced ; and as I was the acting treasmrer, and likely to 
have a great deal of tiouble in consequence, Mr« Semple 
stipulate with the contractors that they should take their nails 
(it was a woodeii church), and glass, sad other hardware, from 
Messrs. Hoskins and Todd's store ; lor which complimeait 1 
could do no less than make a point ^at the planks and timber 
should be had from JudiviUe Mill Company, of which Mr. 
Semple was the principal partner^ It was a profitable, but 
not a fi>rtune-malung job to both of us. 

The church, 1^ Uie time of miy removal from Babehnandel, 
was nearly fii^shed, and we were beginning to talk of having 
Mr. BeU placed in it To this, however, an objebtion was 
started by some of the shareholders, wiio were Methodists and 
Umtariaas. Theyinsistedthatit would be b^er for all our in- 
terests, if the church were open for renting to all sects ; and 
the question being duly ccmsidered, it was so determined. For 
one, I was in heart adverse to makii^ the temple a place of 
money-changers ; but so great a majority was against me, that 
I thought it fmidcat to say nothing. I had lived long enough 
in the world to discern that there is but tittle use in raising an 
opposition, unless there be some chance of accomplishiag the 
intent of it In this case there was none ; the question was 
between God and mammon»aad the msjority of the share- 
hdders were zealous to make aacmey • 

Havii^ now both a lurk and a millf it was the wonder of 
many that nobody had set up a newspaper* This lack was 
chie^ owing to a pfflrsuasion entertained by many that no 
great length of time would pass until we shcmld see printers 
among the settlers, and so it speedy came io pass. On the 
very day aiUr my arrival* and hetose we had got half oor 
goods and chattels in ord^, two men came into the stiwe. 
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One of tbeoi) Mr. Primmer, a sallow, uuclean-looking subject, 
with an ill-tied eravat, a new coat, and an old hat, said he was 
a printer, and that if he was likely to get encouragement, he 
would try a newspaper for a spec. The other was an elderly, 
lean man, with a loose hanging frill to bis shirt, and seemingly 
much given to snuff; his breath was untrue, if he had not a 
hankering after gin-and-bitters, also. The printer introduced 
him by the style and title of Dr. Murdoch, from Aberdeen ; 
an eminent scholar, who proposed to do the editorial article, 
and superintend the literary department in general. A news- 
paper accordingly, under the attractive name of " The Jv- 
pivnxE JuFiTKR," was presently set a-going. Some alterca- 
tion tookplace before the name was determined, but I had no 
part in the controversy : Mr. Hoskins stood stoutly out for 
having it called '* Tqb Agamemnon op Libisktt !** 

When every thing was arranged, a printing-house in order, 
and a book-store connected with the establishment, under the 
special care of the learned Dr. Murdoch, it was announced 
the first number of " The Judiville Jtipiteb" would appear 
on the following Monday, and great exertions were made to 
keep fakh with the public ; but still the first number waa not 
quite so complete as the proprietors had hoped ; an accident 
having happened to a box of their types, by which they were 
obliged to omit the Roman letters and the capitals until a new 
supply could be obtained : and next Monday, they had only 
ink enough to print three pages of the paper ; and when the 
subscribers, whom I had procured, complained to me, I told 
them to remember that Rome was not built in a day. We 
have, however, now to boast of many papers, and' our daily 
joumalis as handsomely got up, and as learnedly written, as 
any newspaper in New- York State. 



CHAFreR III. 

" Marry come up f here's a to*do !^ 

A few days ailer we had taken up our Residence at Judi- 
ville, as I was standing at the door of the store, widi my hands 
behind, looking at the baiidingt, which were rising on every 
side, I saw Mias Volnmnia Coekspur coming by herself 
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toward tbe baaae. As abe |uuwed me to go istothe private 
door, I could flee Ae was big with flometbing impertant, for 
she eyed me askance, more suUdly than was graceful ib any 
young lady, and very forlndding in her, w Wm at all otber timea 
I had respected as a comely and judieioos matden : moreover, 
to my Uithe salutation she made no reply, but only a high- 
madam-ho significatioa that she recognised me. 

*^ There 's a gale in your tail," said I to myself, as she 
passed by, <^ light where it likes." 

It did not then strike me that Miss could be about any Ma- 
cMavelian mancBUvre ; indeed, she was the last young Udy I 
would ever have supposed likely to be guilty of any sort of 
leit-handed stratagem ; she was at all times so fair and frank 
in her simplicity. I gave her at the time credit cmly for a 
complimentary call on Mrs. Hoskins and my daughters, as 
they were new comers. 

After she had been long:er with them than they could well 
afcrd time from their tlmft to spend in feminine frivolity, I 
began to conjecture with myself as to what could possibly be 
the object an^ purpose of her visit, when suddenly it came 
into my head that it might have some reference to her mother's 
p»^>06ed marriage. ^, without more ado, bidding Charles 
to have an eye to the door, I walked round the comer, went 
upstairs, and was presentlv in the midst of the ladies. I found 
my datt(ht^9 and Miss Vdumnia, like three heroines of a 
novel, bathed in tears, and Mrs. Hoskins sitting in the midst 
of them, knitting a comforter, and giviog them good advice. 

The moment I entered. Miss Cockspur wiped her eyes, and 
setubbing up her rosy cheeks into higher bloom, bounced 
frcmi her seat, and moved to make a flourishing exit with in- 
dignation, but I took hold of her by the two arms irom be- 
hind, and pulling them back until her elbows almost met, I 
said to her, in a fomiliar, gallantiog manner, — 

*^ Sit ye down. Miss Voly, and tell us which of your sweet- 
hearts is a perjured wretdH—breaking your tender heart t" 

0he paid, bowevw, no attention to what I said, but rising 
agaio, looked at me as atendy as it was possible for a beau- 
tiful damsel of seventeen to do. 

«< Sir," said she, ^' since you have broken in upon us so un« 
expectedly, and seen our distress, I hope you will consider 
well heme you nftke us all more nuserable : besides, sir* it 
is neo d leas for you to flatter youiaelf with any hope ; my 
modier will never be permitted to marry you." 

Here a flash of light pierced my braiD, for die hid a stress 
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upon the wofd irony as if, Atmgh her motfier would not beper- 
mitted toaeeeptrayfaand»flhe mi|^ yet accept anotfier's; and 
I sawf that by inretendins^ to penevere in my mippoeed court- 
diipy a way might be opened to win the consent of her bro' 
then and iKsrself to a wnon with Mr. Herbert. So I said, 
with a vMce of more seeming sincerity than 1 reaOy felt, — 

''Upon my word* Miss Voluramay yon are early setting up 
for a dii^nser of weddings. I thkik» before you Tenture to 
pronounce any opinion as to who may be the fittest husband 
for your leddy-mo^r, you should fiM get a husband for 
yours ell. 

As I said these words, Marianne, my eldest daughter, began 
to tune her pipes witii the spring she learnt first, and habella 
her sister was not long of joining chorus. Mrs. Hbskins, who 
was a little in my confidence imowing the rights of the case, 
could scarcely keep a becoming countenance; and Miss 
Gocfcspur stood the image of an afflicted consternation. 

** My dears," said I, i^dressing myself in a pretended sym« 

^pathizing manner to my daughters, '' ye have no doubt hc«rd 

that marriages are made in HeaTcn ; and you know, if I and 

Mrs. Cockspur are bookit there to be mui and wife, there's 

nothing in this world can prevent it." 

** But it shaR be prevented," cried Miss Volamnia, '' and it 
must be prevented. My motiier has long been engaged to Mr. 
Herbert. It will be a terrible thing if die now prefers you to 
him ;" and with these words she flounced out of the room in a 
fine passion. 

Seeing the distress of mind into which she had thrown my 
poor sensitive girls, I was almost indined to let them into the 
secret; but considering their indiscreet years, on second 
thoughts, I paused, and winking to Mrs. Hoskins, left diem to 
her consolation, assured from my experience of her motherly 
manner, that she would soon take the edge off their grief. 

I had, however, a more kittle ease to manage with Charles, 
whom one of the young men had instigated to be rampageous. 
The lad himself was not naturally addicted to violent courses, 
but was of a ctHtm reasonable nature, with a sly, but Imght vein 
of humour and mother-wit. When he began to speak on the 
subject, I soon saw it would never do to treat him wi^ mysti- 
fication, as I had done his sisters and Miss VWumnia. Ac- 
cordingly, after a few sentences had passed between ns, I 
resolv^ to let him at once into my secret purpose, tfiough he 
was then only between fifteen and sixteen ; ehaiging him, how- 
ever, in the strictest manner to prove himself worthy of the 
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confidence, by concealing it from his sisters even at the pain 
of seeing them for a season in a state of uneasiness. And 
really he proved himself ajclever diplomatical ; for he so worked 
upon the two young men» especially upon Bradshaw, who was 
more spirit? in his feelings than OliTer, diat they were per- 
suaded a marriage between their mother and me would cer- 
tainly come to pass» unless it could be prevented by admitting 
again the claims of Mr. Herbert. Many a hearty laugh had 
both Charles and I in our sleeves at the progress of the plot. 

With Oliver and Bradshaw Cock^ur he took every oppor- 
tunity of describing his fears and afflictions at the supposed 
impending event. I was then a little enlarging and improving 
our household furniture, making it more and more in confor- 
mity with my increasing means, and the style of our habitation. 
Every new article I bought was duly mentioned by the pawkie 
laddie to the two saucy varlets ; and he never saw Mrs. Cock- 
spur, either in their or in Miss Volumnia's presence, without 
seemingly evincing a heart-rooted aversion to her. 

All this time I had held no communion with Mr. Oliver 
Cockspur on the subject, though he was the oldest son, and 
from the gentleness of his disposition possessed of great influ- 
ence over his mother. In truth, by that very gentleness anA 
sensibility I was somewhat overawed. He was a young man 
not to be trifled with ; every thing so seriously afiected him. 
With Bradshaw I could take far greater liberties ; for although 
at the time I played my pranks, he would storm and strut, like 
a king in a tragedy, yet, at the moment he was let into a joke, 
he would whiiT round like a tetotum, and laugh in the per- 
fectest enjoyment at the sport of which he had himself been 
the subject. In the mean time, every thing was progressing 
to the desired issue ; Mrs. Cockspur had no rest ; I could not 
speak to her as she chanced to pass the door of the store, 
though in the merest civility, my thoughts having no regard 
at the time either to her or the plot, but the young men were 
sure to hear of it from Charles, with many comical commen- 
taries ; and she, in her turn, had it served up to her with a 
plentifiil garnishing of the horse-radish of their petulance. 

At last, Mr. Oliver Cockspur came to me one morning in 
the store, soon after his brother had called and taken out 
Charles. I could see without spectacles that this was a con- 
certed scheme, so I prepared myself to hear in my best man- 
ner the young man's remonstrance, none doubting what he had 
to say would be such. 

<' Mr. Todd,*' said he, << I have come to deal frankly And 
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fairly with you. For some time, neither my brother, my sister, 
nor myself, have been unmoved witnesses of the attentions you 
are paying oiir mother ; we Aould do wrong, feeling as we 
all do, were we to allow you to remain longer in error. I do 
not, however, in saying this, allude to our strong filial objec- 
tions to a second man^jage^ but to the fact that Uiere is an im- 
pediment to a union with her which you ought to know : — her 
hand is engaged to another gentleman, if ever she changes her 
life." 

The reader must by this time have seen that I am sometimes 
a little apt to cut before the point ; to mount the wall-top reck- 
less alike of what may be on the other side, and of the diffi- 
culty of getting down again on this. It was so on that occa- 
sion ; for without sufficiently considering the import of my 
Words, I.said abruptly, 

^' But that gentleman may renounce his claim." 

Poor Mr. Oliver was taken all aback, and looked at me witii 
a kindling eye, for the space of at least two minutes^ and then 
I'eplied proudly, 

"He may renounce, certainly, but our mother is not at his 
disposal. He cannot assign his claim in favour of another, 
and, by God I shall not to you !" ' 

"You are a very dutiful child, Mr. Oliver," was my answer ; 
^* but have you consulted your mamma in addressing yourself 
in that style to me ? In one word, and to avoid controversy, 
I cannot abandon the hope of being honoured by a- connexion 
with your family, whatever the claims of others may be ; — 
permit me to add, you are not the party to decide in this matter ; 
it rests, with your mother." 

He made ' me no answer^ but slightly bowing^ quitted the 
counting-house, for this conversation did not take place in the 
public store. ^ In turning round, I observed, which I had not 
noticed before, that he was dressed for a ride, and had a whip 
io his hand. I followed him to the door, and saw he had a 
horse tied to the ringr in the post at the corner. He mounted 
immediately, and rode off in the direction of Babelmandel. - 

" Can he be gone to Mr. Herbert ?" said I to myself; "we 
ishall soon see," was the response of myself to I ; and locking' 
the store, I immediately walked to Mrs. Cockspur's residence^ , 
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. CftAPTER IV. 

^ The ccmrse of true love never did ru» smooth." 

On reaching Mrs. Cockspur*s villa, I was shown into the 
parlour, where 1 found her alone, in gi*eat good humour* She 
had just received a severe lecture on marriage in old age, froAi 
Miss Volumnidy and was longing to see me. 

" I had observed," said she, "for some da^s^ the mutinous . 
looks of the young lu^n, without being able to divine the cause ; 
and Volumnia has told me, that they are all determined 1 shall 
not marry you.'* 

Before i could make any answer, the young lady came in, 
' and with her,- Marianne, my eldest daughter, t'he plot of the 
comedy was thickening. ' To hasten on the upshot, 1 expressed 
my delight at seeing them so lovingly sisterfike. . 

" We shall never be sisters," exclaimed the two indignant 
misses; in one voice, and in a tone so piercing and so wild, 
that it threw the old lady and myself into an immoderate ^t 
of laughter, which provoked Miss Volumnia to a great degree, 
for she imtnediately cried, Mrith rather more p^ than was 
genteel, 

" If my mother will marry, it shall be Mr. Herbert." 

** Thatf my dear child," replied 1, coolly, winking ^o her 

mother, "does not depend upon you; 'shall' is a naughty 

word for a dutiful daughter to use towards her parent. But, 

if there is to be a wedding, your mother has a right to please 

-herself. Come, come, Voly " ' . , 

■*None of your familiarities, Sir!^' was the tart rejoinder. 
^*yoIy, indeed! Oh! has it come to that?" And she sat 
down in a torrent of tears. 

" You are a. foolish girl," said Mrs. Cfockspur, quite unable 
to preserve her gravity, yet, from the gentleness of ter dispo- 
sition, inclined not to afflict the poor maiden too severely — 
you are a foolish girl 3 I'm Sure Mr. Todd has always proY<;d 
fatf" T, ®x<*eedingly Jkind to you ;—had he been your own 
«k ?' ? <^uld not have been more kind. I cannot think 

,fJ^*^,esyouhatehimso." ' 
Ka «»«k ^ ****« *«m, if he would let you atone. Oh, he-will 
besttchanugly^tep-fetherl" . . 
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Here my sweet Mananoe, ieelkig to tbd contuideiy tbus 
east on her father, interposed : ^ I'm sure your mother wHl be 
uglier for a step-mother. '*^ 

The innocence and simpiieity of this retort so delighted and 
affected Mrs. Oockspur^ that she embraced Marianne ; but 
Miss Volumnia phicked her eag^ly away, and grave full fent 
to her vexation, not only with tears, but expressions so heart- 
touching, that I began to fear I should not be able myself to 
bold out to the end g& the|>lay. 

in this crisis my sod Cfaaries came in quest of the store-key ; 
add when I went to the door to give it to him, a significant 
look told me he had something to tell, which induced me to 
leave the ladies abruptly 

** It is all ^ttled,*' said the boy, chucklingr and iexnlting, 
<* and Mr. Oliver has gone/to Babelmandel to invite Mr. Her- 
biert to visit them, k is not their wish to encourage him much, 
but they think it will deter 'y<»i, by which they will gain time 
to persuade their mother to give up the idea of a secdnd: 
marriage." 

In this affair, Charles had managed so cleverly^ and. had 
evinced such laiipngily, <»pg ider i ug his year?, that I suspect he 
was a little spurred by ah apprehension that there might be 
some secret understanding between Mrs. Corkspur and me, 
notsvithstanding what I had told him to the contrary ; for the 
warmth of his satisfaction was^ rather more than exactly what 
4he occasion required. However, I r^oiced exceedingly 
mysdf that matters had been brought so far around ; and i 
hope there was fio vanity in thinking, that, but for the touch I 
had myself giVen to die wheel, the clock would not so soon 
have been so near the striking. 

" Independent of. the interest I bad in wishing the business 
happily terminated, out of friendship for iVIr. Herbert, I had 
yet a motive of my own inciting me to persevere until it should 
be so. Our paftners in the banking^concem had nearly ma* 
imred dieir plans, and, as Mr. Herbert was to be the manager, 
I was anxious he ebould reside entirely at Judiviiie. ft Is true, 
I had eonsented to Mr. Hoskins's arrangement, that he^hodld 
still retain the school at Babelmandel, and come twice a- week 
to regnlaie matters and things at the bank V but it was riot 
tatisfaetory to my judgment. Moreover, the rapid fnerease of 
Uie town was attrteting the aettiers from BabelmaBdcl, and, 
for some time, there had be^ a falKng-off in the nuAiber of 
diitdren aUeii^ng tiie'scbool : thoiie who eontinued to attend 
belonged to the poorer settlers^ who wtre often not aUe to 
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pay for them. In a word, as iar as I can well recollect at this 
^usitance of time, all hands of us were then in a puzzliiig con- 
juncture; for, though the kilfudyocking to bring about the 
marriage may seem to the courteous reader my principal occu- 
pation^ it really was not so ; it was, however, that which afibrded 
the greatest diversion at the time, and is the pleasaqtest in 
recollection. 

Among other perplexities of that period, was a kind «f 
insubordination, if I may call it so, on the part of the Minister, 
Mr. Bell. It is already known, that he was of an austere and 
constrained humour, less from sullenness of nature than from 
contrition for the abridged respectability to which he had early, 
^by youthful imprudence, subjected himself. He was, without 
c][uestiQp, a man of ambitious passions, though severely pious< 
hut his piety was curdled with remorse ; it rarely flowed in 
that strain of indulgence and charity which belongs to the 
mercifulness of religion ; while his ambition, deep and slow, 
held on its course like those rivers which run from the lakes, 
and which seldom seem to be swollen even by die heaviest 
xains, . ■ - ." •- ■ "^ ' ' ' ■ . • 

About this time our grand churcli viras' completed ; ^and it 
has been explained, thaf, instead of being, exclusively for the 
Preabyterians) as the original projectors intended, the majority 
of the shareholders insisted it should be let to whichever sect 
would give the highest rent, or even to two or three difierent 
sects, if by doing so more could be obtained. From the day 
on which it was so determined, Mr. Bell expressed his disap- 
pointment in not being placed sole Minister, m stronger tennis 
than he was justified by any 4hing in the proceedings to do, 
and it happened that I was ordained' to' bear the brunt of his 
offended clerical pride. P^haps I had in some degree ex- 
posed myself to it; for while the edifice was erecting, and 
before any question -bad arisen as to the letting, I had often 
spoken to Mr. Bell, as if the church was exclusively destined 
for him ; and even went so far. as to joke with him on the 
lieight he would hold his head in the pulpit, which, on account 
of the.mieignitude.of the building, was uncommonly elevated. 
But, as I was saying, from the day on which his hope of being 
high priest Was nipped» a cloud overspread his countenaneot 
and as often as, I ohanced to make any allusion to the teinp^* 
he turaed aside with a sneer, and made no answer*. At last, 
a day was set for the final consideration of our eccksias(ticftl 
co-partnery,.on wfaach it waiS to be ddemoned when the place 
should be opened for inrorship. 



Befoie tbe day armed, | had pr^ttf well agoetrtained that 
the Midiodista would to ovtlnd the Presbytmans and Epis* ' 
copaiiaiiB oaiied ;. and that they were not at all diapered to be 
10 any way conjoined with them : so that.Mr . Bejjy who flat- 
'tered hhnaelf the church was built for Mm, was cut off from 
all piotp^ot of beihg piemitted eren to keep a door of it. I 
frankly acknowledge, that I, too, was mortifie<l ; foi^ I looked 
to be-the ruling elder^ and had phumed with Mr. Bell a proper 
kirk fles9W|i> and et ery thin^ becoming the dignity of our 
natknial**^! mean-*^e Scottish establishment ; but I was in 
eome measure comforted by foreseeing that the erection of 
another tabernacle could not be far <yff. Not so was it wjth 
the Minister, for he was one of 'those ardent minds, in whom ; 
tbe present affiiir awaOowilup every other consideration. 

He came to-me on the aftenioon precclding the day appointed 
for the meeting, and said, 

** &Oi Mr. Todd, we're to have another Terification of the 
folly of putting our trust in princes or men's sons." 

I saw what was coming, and briskly added — ** Or . in 
jCburches, Mr. Bell : they are all a vain show.*' 

At these words he grew pale, and his lips trembled with bnger. 

*^ I think," said ^e, bis yoke quavering as he spoke, '' that 
you might at this time have spared that taunt. My early fault 
had nothing to do with the present disappointment." 

I was petrified to hear him, having no more thought than 
the babe unborn of alluding to his misfortuno— -for such, 
indeed, it must ever be T^onsadered by the humane ; it was so 
constantly uppermost In his mind, and smouldering an unex- 
tinguished ember in the ashes of kie ambition. 

" Mr. Bell," replied I, *' you have never received cause to 
suppose that 1 would unfeeliiigly touoh yonr sore. I was not 
even thinking of it, sir. I o^y meant to give a lighter cast 
to our conversalioB than it was Hkely to take, judging by the 
cloud oh your countenance." 

He however made no answer ; Ipt added, '* You were 
iMMindy Mr. Todd, to Iwve exerted yourself: for truly, to be 
plain with you, after so often giving me reason to expect the 
church, I feel myself free to say that I have not been well used;, 
i have been deluded." 

M £h, Mr. B^t" cried I, aslDBiiBhed^<< Not well used! have 
Deen dduded t^What do ym mean t" 

*«Imeatt*^had you been as ilUive to get thechurch for me« 
as you were to get the c<mtnict fos youMel^ I would not have 
lado6caaionll»My wkai)Jiafeno^»lid*^' - 

4*' 
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Tliis WAS a tieUer, that required )& considerate answer ; and 
accordingly^ after a ]>auae— for though he was a minister c^ 
the Gospely I was ready to let fly a bomb-sh^ll in hiaface — my 
reply was, 

^ Mr. Bell, as a Christian man, I have all proper reverence 
for. God's corbies ; but for the carnality that is in the priest- 
hood, I have as little respect as for the insolence of other 
men : and therefore, if you do not wish I should request you 
to show me your bade in the door-way, ye'U scrape your foul 
tongue. Your many good qualities no one values more than 
I do ; but you are not to indemnify yourself on me for any 
contempt you may, by your misconduct, either now or hereto- 
fore have brought upon yourself." 

He was not only astonished, but quite dumbfound^ed, to hear 
me speak in that manner* 1, who bad uniformly shown him 
the. most reverential regard. Truly, at the moment, we were 
a matchless pair ; for b& is a tall man, of a powerful frame, 
and my junior, and he was standing as straight and as stiff as 
a monument ; w^iile I, with my hands behind, was fronting him 
like a lion, and rising courageously on my tip-toes at every 
sentence I uttered, my head bobbing up to his breast. 

<< This is going too far/' said he, and instantly quitted the 
store. . , . 



CHAPTER V. 

« • So fled the beggtt with his btakdaged leg.^' 

Mb. Bell had not left me many minutes, wiien the puff of 
paseion to which he had put the spunk was out, and I began 
to^rqpent oF my rudenesis, for rude I had been, and more so 
than the provocation warranted; at least it seemed so,, when 
Icame to reflect on whose service lie was in; and the livery by 
which he was protected. ^ 

. While I was in this vexed and contrite mopd^ meditating on 
the :course I should take to procure a reconciliation, who 
should come into the store to console me but Baillie Waf^ 
from BabelmandeL I had not seen him for some time, and 
although I might probably, on propoflition» have eschewed a 
meeting, 1 was yet glad at his now comings as he did unawares 
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upon me; for it is an infinnity of my nature to take an attaeli* . 
ment to e? eiy thing^ f happen to grow fiimiliar with, and I 
reallj liked the bodie almost for the tribulations he had inflicted. 

^^ How do you do, Mr. Todd ?'' said be, looking behind cau- 
tiously^ as if he was followed, or was likely to 1^ overheard. 
^< What can have come o'er the Minister ? 1 met him, stalking, 
as it were, with seven-league boots ; his eyes looking up 
through the hair of hb bushy eyebrows, his lips drawn back, 
and his teeth grinning like an atomy's, while his hands and 
arms were going like a drummer's with the fire-beat. — Gude 
guide us, Mr. Todd ! — surely yon man's delirious !" 

As the conduct of the Baillie, subsequent to the first day, 
had been in every way praiseworthy towards Mr: Bell, I waJ9 
desirous to drop tibe curtain on the scene -of our altercation, 
and to avoid saying any thing that might tend to diminish the 
respect w;ith which the unfortunate man had Te-ihspired him. 
Accordingly, I merely remarked, in an off-hand mahner, that 
he and I had a few words of argument about the church, which, 
in cpnsequ^ica of the rent the Methodists had offered, the Pres- 
byterians^ were cut off from the chance of obtaining. 

<^ Ah I" cried the Baillie, with ten times more sagacity than 
I gave him credit for, <' that's it ! His pride has met with 
another wound. — ^Poor man ! I hope he'll no go off at the bead,' 
like a bottle of ower brisk ginger-beer when the string of the 
cork's cuttit. Oh ! but he must have a daily wrestling with 
corrupt human nature. It costs him more trouble to behave 
with common decorum, than it would do the like of you and 
me, Mr. Todd, to be of the number of the four-and-twenty 
dders. Ay, ay, Mr. Todd, it's no easy to be a saint, even 
among the clergy, who are paid for't But, talking of paying, 
I would fain have two word& with you in the sanctum of your 
inner place, quietly, in a sedate manner.^' 

Without making any reply, I ppened the door, and bidding 
Charles, who was writing at the desk, look to the store, and 
the Baillie to be seated in a chair, 1 mounted myself on the 
top of one of our twx> tall official stools. 

*' Really, Mr. Todd," said the Baillie, looking qu^rily up 
to .me, " ye're like e kind of Godie there, condescending to 
lehd an ear to a -mortal ; but it's a place that well becomes 
you ;— few men have your sagacity, few can so see behind the 
scenes of futurity like you : well would it be for rao had I but 
the moiety of your discernment." 

The courteous reader will discover by this adulation, that 
the cunning bodie bad a point to gain ; and he would have but 
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a fmfil cpiaion of tOf judgnleDt, and m gtes^ ODe«f iiqr fanitir^ 
if be can fiuf^oae I wa^ Id be wlicectted from inj wandeBi by 
$Heb sbaUoirnacrooniJiey. .. 

^ Mr*.Waft>" 6^ 1-^ray blood having been made peiettip- 
ioty by tbe arroifarice of Mr. BeH-^^' bow yoa and I 01M 
now^ be old eooi^ to give over trying to tmk one another. I 
see you have,coine to seek some advantage, 90 let ni have no 
more boofcy-orooky, btft t^ll me at once the objectof your 
vi»t." 

<« I hope, Mr. Todd^ I hare not come to give you any of- 
fence^^' was his round-about answer ; ^^ but Pm sorry to say, 
that since pi^sperity^has made you powerful^ ye're no' just so 
kindly in your, way as ye were when your purseand heart were 
lighter.. However, it's no' for me^ that's come to beg a favour, 
to make animadversions. Ye were always a good nei^bour* 
to me, Mr. Todd, and I hope to find you so still ;-«"but oh, Mf . 
Todd, I'm a ruined maal" 

"No! possible!^ Mr. Waft," tried I, both aurprised and 
deeply affected, for he had got a monstrous bargain of the 
store and goods^and was drivings as I heard, a roaring trade, 
like a pubUc-house on a fair day. "In the natne of mirUi.and 
melancholy, by whom you are ruined and how did it happen 1" 

" Just li^ yoiirser, Mr. Todd," said he, shaking Ms* head ; 
"and it happened by that black bargain,^of which ye have 
never been able to. speak with your wonted calmness and pru* 
dence. Yasee, when I took you in, as ye hae so often said, 
I was no astrologer ; I did not see what was coming to pass, 
and^al all the trade was 1:0 run after you to Judiville. The 
trade has gone clear away from Babelmandel ; a customer 
does not darken tiie door of my store from Monday morning 
to Saturday night. The speeders break their legs the Lord 
only knows how ; and the moths have eaten the blankets to 
riddles. Iir short, Mr. Todd, I'm on the point of perishing 
the pack, though ye thought I had gotten both the main and 
the more. If you will not help me, I'm ah undone man." 

This information was an affliction^ it was so different from 
what I had beeni taught to believe. That the trade, and very 
being and substance, of Babelmandel was in a decline, caused 
by the growing attractions of Judiville, was no news ^ even 
Napoleon, with all the capital of the Albany company, was 
dwindling before We genius of our town, so much more ju- 
' diciously had we been located, but still I thought that there had 
been trade enou|^ to give Mr. Waflt fair enifouragement. 

« Oh no," said he f ^ I have been selling at prime eoet, and 
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even under, ever since I s&w what was ceming to pi^ss ; and it 
was in the doing of that ruinous dealing ye thought me coining 
money. AJas, aias ! — what would ye advise me to do,?** 

" Pm much grieved to hear all this, Mr. Waft ; and how to 
help you is not easy to say. Have you any considerable part 
of the goods remaining on hand ?" 

"Ah, Mr. Todd, you hJive touched the sore shin of my cah- 
niity, I have but a few beggarly remnants, — oh, oji ! — the best 
are all disposed of, and I wish they were*down the water ; for 
I could sell, the Store to a new settler, were I only quit of 
them." 

Though on my guard, and not to be taken in by him a second 
time, I yet sympathized with his misfortune, and was disposed 
to help him. " What amount of articles may you have re- 
maining ?" said I. 

^' Oh,' jiist a trifle, as you and Mr. Hbskins reckot), Mr. 
Todd ; it would no' be worth a once,*twice, thrice, to any opu- 
lent merchant, but it's a Spanisli galloon to a poor man. Oh, 
3Vlr. Todd, I'll be real honest with you, if ye would take them 
off iny hand, for I never was made for making money behind 
a counter. *Ye would, in a worldly sense, be my 'salvation." 

Much more to the same tune and burden did he sing, until 
he persuaded 'me totake^backthe invsTlid articles at prime cost. 
We had not, however, well made a minute of the sale when 
my mind began to misgive, for J saw glimpses of more joyous 
satisfaction about him when the bargain was concluded than 
need have been, had all about it been as sound as my old firiend 
William Cobbett's Ruta Baja's. 

Just as we had severally signed the minute, in came Mr. 
Semple of the mills and Mr. Hoskins, at the sight of whom 
the Baiilie showed more haste to depart than accorded with . 
bis habitual curiosity^o pry into other folks affairs. They had 
come to invite me to' take an interest in a large st^md. of new 
mills which it was proposed to erect by sul^cription ; those 
which the Judiville Mill company had brought into operation 
having proved eminently successful. 

•Mr* Semple and his partners would have constructed the 
proposed mills themselves, but the water privileges of the site 
being still the prop^ty of Mr. Hoskins, he would only lease 
them : this was one of the old man's ^'shpis into the bush," 
as he called it, a spec purely on venture. 

Mr. Hoskins and I being partners, before I gave any answer 
to the jax^iosition, I revested |i few minutes for G0BSu}tati<n> ; 
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ao, leavmg Mr/ SeiBfde and John Waft in the ofl&ce, We 
walked out. , '. . 

<' Tell me," said t to the old man, " how it ia that you help 
forward this plan, and why it \a. you lay such a restriction ?" - 

<^ Let the Squire take note," replied Mr. Hoskins ; ^* better 
manage two thaii three, and three than fbpr, in fellowship-^HSO 
forthi Now the Squire, he knows as how 'em ere privileges 
are Jerusalem fine. ^ Well, I guess, if many go into the apec* 
some will fall out ; and I, being the proprietor of the land, 
may cast Vm all into the mill-dam ; and so the mills will come 
to my inheritors, who^are to be the Squire's second crop*^the 
boy Charles and the two girls. So the Squire, he must take a 
ticket too in this here lottery." 

As the proposed stake was not great, I readily, acquiesced, 
and went back to the counting-house to subscribe the paper, 
which was lying open, wjlth a number of subscribers' namiss on 
it, before Mr. Waft, who had a pencil in his hand. 

The fir^t glance of the paper showed me a name obscured 
by the pencil, which, however, I did not affect to n&tice, but 
put down Hoskins and Todd for a thousand tlollars ; and then, 
in a careless manner, t took a bit of Indian rubber, whieh hap- 
pened to be on the desk, and cleaned the paper, revealing to 
view the crunkly autograph of the worthy John .Waft, for one 
thousand dollars likewise. We had a hearty laugh at this,' for 
we all so set upon him, that we compelled him to' confess he 
had actually sold the sound ^o66s^ by which -operatMMi he had 
n^ade that sum, as may be proved by calculation ; and had all 
he was to get for the invalid articles,, over and above/free gratis 
profit. ' , 

But do not let the courteous reader think that I grudged 
him this advantage : on the contrary, it afioYded me great 
pleasure to see it proved that he had done so well ; nor did. 
I very sincerely revile fiim for his pretensions to ruin and pov^- 
erty. Seeing, as T have so ofteif seen, that for one man who 
thrives by bragging, two grow richr by making poor mouths : so' 
I invited them all to go up-stairs with me, and we had a toigr 
glass of punch, drinking success to the new mills, and poking ' 
thcTsides^f the Baillie with many a sharp Joke ; ' for htis double 
dealing, all which he endured merrily, and went witiking home. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

'* When yotttb ^nd genial years are flown, 
And all the life of life is gone." 

On the morning afl^r the New Mill Company was esta- 
h\i8he<tf the post brought me a letter from my father. JVIy son 
had arrived at Bonny town ; — but I will here copy the letter, as 
containing a better account of all about him, than it is possi- 
ble for me to write, r 

, " Dear Lawkie, 

" I iNMTE these few lines with all haste, to relieve your anx« 
ieties. Last night, towards the gloaming, just as we were pre- 
paring to begin the worship, a young lad came to the door, 
inquiring for me. He said he was your son Robert ; and, 
upon asking him several questions; I have no doubt by bis 
answers he is. We took him in^; but- he had .not been manj 
minute)3 at the fire-side, when he began to weep bitterly ; and 
then he told us he had run away from New- York, having 
killed one of his companions in a duel. My heart was broken 
to hear this. May the Qod of pciwer and compassion support^ 
you, my son, under this heavy affliction ! I need not assure 
you that we will take good care of the lad ; and ( would fain 
hope the thing is not so bad as he says, for bis adversary was 
not actually dead when he left him. It is the power of the Lord 
to cause to recover.; and while there is life, there is hope. Oh, 
Lawrie, this is a dreadful drawback on the great accounts we 
hear of your prosperity. Alas, what availeth all the riches of 
this world, or the honours thereof, if with them there are such 
taxes on the heart. I pray to Heaven that your affliction may 
be softened, and that 1 may be comforted with a sight of you 
before I quit this earthly tabernacle. 

<* We had a letter not long ago from your brother ; he was 
then well, and content ; though he says he has not been iSO 
lucky as you. How much Veason have you to be thankful ; for 
in what, before God, are ye better than your brother ? The fly 
on the wall is an agent of Providence^ and may hai^e been cre- 
ated for greaterends then you both. My son, be ye neither ptotid 
of yourself, nor lifted up^ with your prosperity ; but sift and 
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search) that ye may know for what sin the Lord^ in his dis- 
pleasure/ has be^i pleased to visit you and us all, with this 
bloody transgression of poor 9'Obert your son. 

<^The lad, in appeuance, and for his years, is very concili- 
atory ; but the grief of his misfortune sits dark upon his spirit, 
and I'm wae for him, when I see him walking ftolitary by the 
Ihike's dyke, on the Inveresk road, or sitting forlorhrwith the 
tear in his eye, on the camomile bunker in the yard. 

<< We have not mentioned any thing of what has befallen 
him to the neighbours : but I tiiought it my duty to give the 
Minister an inkling, that he had noit, may be, been just so 
steady in his business as he ought, and in the dread of your 
displeasure, he bad'eome to me, till peace could be made up. 
The Minister, who is a real Christian, has since taken a great 
deal of notice of him, and has had him three times at the manse 
drinking tea. Dr. Muckledoze has also been condescending 
and attentive : all which 1 mention, that if we could hear good 
tidings of the lad lefl for dead, you may see that your son is well 
looked to among the neighbours. / 

" Trade has, for some time, been Very flat, but we have the 
prospect of a good harvest — thank God for it ! and there will 
he, it is reported, many new buildings in £dinl>urgh next 
spring ; so that, with all the ups-and-downs whiph I have seen 
in my day, I am not so daunted as I see some a^out me ; for I 
think the changes in trade are just like die produce of the earth 
■ if one year is flat, another is brisker. The average of ma6y 
years, sure am I, shows an increase of our national means ; 
the which is a notion that gives comfort to the cotters who 
cherish it, for it enables them' to fight with poverty as. bravely 
as ever, while the lairds and the trading faripers are every 
year growing more and more down in the mouth, — the natural 
.consequences of putting more faith in corn-bills, and the devi- 
ces of mortal men, than in the constancy of Divine Providence ; 
which 1 trust well, my son, is not the case with you. 

"•Death with his scythe hath of late had a commission to 
visit our village : William Bachle,the old shoemaker, was re- 
moved after a sore struggle with the blind palsy; and two 
bairns of My, Tawse, the schoolmaster, were cut down like 
the flowers of the field with the Kinkhost. But we have not 
been without a compensation, the second son of John Deals, 
the Wright, whom ye may mind at the school, has been married 
upon a Musselburgh lass, and Peter £sk, that likewise was at 
' school with you— they called him venturesome Pate, — he en- 
. listed for a soldier Ipng ago, and has been many a year in 



lodia,' where he raised h^aself to be an Eosign, or a laeote- 
naat ; but takiog the tiver complaint, he has come home with 
more than seven thousand pounds, and lives in a fine house at 
Lassawde. I hope the Lord will one day put it into your heart 
to do ^ same ; for I am now an aged man, and as my days 
cannot be long in the land, my only desire now in this world, is 
to see you and your brother, before T dose mine eyes. No 
more at present, from your loving father,'^ &c. ^c. 

besides the satisfaction of hearing that my son had gone to 
his grandfather, and had not cast himself friendless pn the un- 
friendly world, I was deeply affected at the affectionate wish 
which the letter contained, that my brother and I would visit 
the kind old man before he died. It revived to me many a 
forgotten recollection, and freshened the longing to return to 
my native land, which I had felt soachingly on my first arrival 
in America. That desire had never ceased to languish in my 
bosom : sometimes it was stronger than at others; but as 
often as any incident occurred to remind me of my early com- 
panions, and the scenes of our harmless adventures, it bright- 
ened anew, and led my fancy into pleasing reveries and sweet 
longings, to retaste the waters of memory at the springs and 
well-heads where they first began to flow. 

Often, in the stillness of the forest, have these innocent 
wishes come upon me, removing the heavy mantle of many 
years. 

This invitation to revisit home was with habitual desire irre- 
sistible ; and accordingly, on the same night on which I re- 
ceived the letter, I resolved to prepare for the methodical 
. management of the business during my absence, and, as soon 
as it was in my power, to pack up my ends and awls for a 
voyage to Scotland. This w$s sooner accomplished than at 
first seemed practicable ; for, in the course of the same week, 
our two Bank partners, Mr. Van Haarlem and Mr. Breugle, 
baving completed the necessary arrangements, came to form 
the establishment at Jndiville, and, upon my suggestion, it was 
made a point with Mr. Herbert, that he shoidd give up the 
school at Babelmandel, and reside constantly at the Bank ; 
which, when my preparations were ripe, enabled me to place 
Charles under his directions in the store. For the effectual 
part of the business, the buying and selection of goods, few 
men were more competent than Mr. Hoskins. 

And here, as I am drawing to an end with the history of my 
business-transactions, I ought, in justice to Mr. Herbert, to 
mention, that the final plan for the management of the Bank, 

Vol. n.— 5 
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wbieh he mibmitted to us, was one that showed the great com- 
prehension of his judgment. Instead of a single and inde- 
pendent concern, standing upon its own legs, he represented 
that, on account of the smallness of our capital, we ought to 
make our notes payable at a distance, to avert the sudden con- 
sequences of a run ; and that we should connect ourselves g 
with three or four other banks, that we might be able in the » 
same case to command their aid. These propositions were 
adopted. Our notes were made payable in Philadelphia, and 
we arranged with the Plutus Bank at Nazareth, the United 
Brothers' Bank at Zioirville, the Thirteen Btripes Bank at 
Numidia, and the True-Blooded Yankee Company at Tiberius- 
ville, that each of them should have a small share with us, 
though we had none with them, thereby eeciiring for ourselves 
their aid and agency : we did not deem it necessary, however, 
to blazon this clever scheme to the public, nor was it necessary, 
for the name of Mr. Breugle was itself as a mint of gold. 

I have always considered the establishment of the Bank as 
the making of the town : other causes, no doubt, contributed 
also, and the mills essentially ; but previously there had been 
a famine of money constantly among us, and many adventurous 
mechanics and tradesmen were obliged to forego their best- 
considered plans, having not the wherewithal to undertake 
them ; but no sooner did Mr. Herbert open his doors, than a 
new life issued from them, quickening and stirring up the 
energies of all trades. 

His plan of helping the credit of the tradesman was thought 
both* liberal and wise. To the mere speculative merchants, 
he could not, indeed, be called liberal, except to such as con- 
fined themselves -to particular lines of trade. He required, 
that besides the drawer of the bills offered for discount, there 
should be two endorsers ; and knowing that the generality of 
the bills were accommodation, he required, after having given 
<^redit for a certain sum, that before any new discount could 
be granted, the sum of twenty-five per cent, should be allowed 
to be deducted from the bill offered. Thus gradually redeem- 
in« the debt to the bank, while it served the customers, by 
enabling them always to count with confidence on the extent 
of the assistance which the batfk would give ;~*-there beiAg 
nothing so pernicious to commercial credit, as that uncertain 
system which discounts at one time more freely than at otheis. 
The issues of the Judiville Bank were never increased, save by 
aids, to new customers ; or by the old ones showing good and 
sufficient causes to entitle them to )fiii:ther accomDiodation. 
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But, as the courteous reader may be a young Itd^, wbo 
neither cares, lunr haa occasion for a knowledge of banks, it 
behooves me to make an end of this digression. 



CHAPTER Vir. 



-Xiet us go in 



And charge us there upon interrogatories." 

It will be recollected, when I last had occasion to speak of 
Mr. Oliver Cockspur, he was on horseback, and off at a Can- 
tert>iiry trot to see Mr. Herbert: what passed between them I 
hare now to describe, for Mr. Herbert told me all the par- 
ticulars, and ( will endeavour to do so with as much brevity tis 
is consistent with perspicuity. 

Mr. Oliver found the old gentleman in the midst of his 
school, patiently enduring the yeUs in which an ignoble abce- 
daiian, of six years, was endeavouring to express the alphabet. 
The young gentleman halted as he entered, and hastily threw 
his eyes around. He seemed a good deal affected by the scene 
before him ; and when he went up to address the master, his 
emotion rendered bis voice broken and indistinct. 

^^ Although I ought to have been prepared for this," said he, 
** yet the place is much meaner than I expected ; and, my 
God ! Mr. Herbort, you reduced to the necessity of stooping 
to so¥^ the sand, and wash the Ethiopians of beggary ; for 
these poor creatures seem oi( no better parentage." 

" I thank you, Mr. Oliver, for this kind visit," was the 
reply ; << one must not examine too curiously the gifts of for- . 
tune. Their value can only be ascertained by comparison, and 
I should account myself ungrateful, if, in my present condition, 
humble as it is, I did not fbel I had received promotion. Four 
years ago, I came here to construct a cabin for my old age i 
but my arms could ill perform the toil of the axeman, and my 
hands, by their blisters, taught me that I was too late for the 
task. My heart was sinking, when, in a fortunate moment, 
Mr. Todd proposed to me this business* Unmeet as it may 
seem to my past habits^ I have never repined that my lot should 
have been cast so lowly ; for it better suits my age and my 
inffirmities, than the ineffectual ^deavour to earn a morsel by 
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hard labour. To be enaUed tos become what you see I am, 
was a golden redemption. It is true» that the cloud which 
hung so darkly on my. setting, has somewhat thinned in its 
gloom, and that I am soon to be employed in a trust more in 
accordance witli my former pursuits; but still, had it been 
otherwise, I was content. The spirit of adventure is dead, or 
ought to be, at my age." 

After some farther conversation, Mr. Oliver invited him to 
dine with his mother on the following day ; but the invitation 
was declined, in no manner, however, to give the young man 
any cause for dissatisfaction ; on the contrary, to him it must 
have been highly agreeable. 

"I should rejoice, Mr. Oliver, to accept your invitation,^' 
said Mr. Herbert, << but after the situation in which your 
mother and I have stood with respect to each other, and the 
long interval that has since elapsed, as well as the changes 
which have befallen me, it is necessary that I should s^e her- 
self before I can have the pleasure of renewing my intercourse 
with your family. In the mean time, i beg to assure you 
that I receive with great pleasure this testindony of your friend- 
ship.'' ■ ' ■ 

They soon after separated, and in the twilight Mr. Herbert 
paid me a visit, and remained for the night : his intention was 
to see Mrs. Cockspur in the morning. 

As we were sitting by ourselves, he said, after some preli- 
minary general remarks, '* When I consider my own advanced 
life, and the strong objections which the young pec^le have to 
their mother marrying again, I confess to you, Mr. Todd, that 
I think we should not proceed farther in this bunness ; indeed, 
I am almost sorry we have proceeded so far.'* 

I did not expect this : having all but accomplished the pur- 
pose I had taken in hand, it was mortifying to find an obstacle 
rising in a quarter where none could possibly have been anti- 
cipated. And I reasoned with Mr. Herbert against the weak- 
ness of sacrificing his prospects of happiness, either to the 
prejudices of the world, or of the young men. 

He smiled at my earnestness, and said — 

<^ I suspect, Mr. Todd, some of this zeal to see the marriage 
completed, is partly owing to your wish to fulfil your own 
undertaking ; and certainly I ought earlier to have apprized yo« 
of the doubts which I now entertain oi the propriety of gcnn? 
on with it : still it is due to Mrs. Goekspur that she should be 
consulted. That shall be done in the morning." 

r would have persevered longer in my argument^ but Mr 
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Herbert had a calm and firm way of puttiog an end to a topic 
I could never overcome. He employed it on this occasion, by 
chuagmg the conversaction to Mr. Bell, and the ecclesiastical 
business of the settlement ; for, among other matters that we 
Iiad talked of before enteiing upon his own affair, was the 
wrstb of the Minister at being disappointed of the church, and 
that gradual hardenir^ of character in him, which we had all 
for some time previously observed. 

" I have an opinion,'' said Mr. Herbert, " that the poor man 
is not happy at home. His children appear to suffer from 
neglect, and there is an uncouth slovenliness about Mrs. Bell, 
that assorts ill with the precision and neatness of his appear- 
ance." 

Having often made the same remark, I mentioned that twice 
or thrice, in passing their house, I had seen her looking fool- 
ishly throusfb the window^ pressing her tongue on the glass, 
with a red face and bleezy eyes ; indeed, it was pretty gene- 
rally thought in the town, that she took more than did her good. 
We both therefore agreed, that in compassion for the poor 
man's domestic misery, many of his little frisks and freaks of 
temper ought to be overlooked. Nobody, I am sure, could be 
more indulgent towards him than I was, for few were obliged 
to endure inore of his spurts and taunts. It may be said, T 
brought them on myself, by taking more upon me with- bini 
than any other body ; but it was for his good ; and a sarcasm 
was an ill return for a kind intent. 

While we were thus quietly conversing, a noise arose in the 
stre^ ; we both went to the window, and looked out to see 
the cause of the hobbleshaw. Alas ! what did we see ? — 
Mrs. Bell ramp^ing before her own door in a state of rehe- 
raent intoxication, shouting, and clapping her hands like a 
tinkler wife broke out of bedlam. Three of her little children 
were puHing her into the house by the gowii tail, and tbe^ 
eldest, a fine laddie, then about twelve years old, was also 
drawing her in by the arm. A crowd was assembled ; but no 
sooner did they see the minister, who had been taking his 
evening walk, coming hastily homeward, than in tender 
pity they dieipersed themselves, as if to spare him from the 
grief of seeing that .his misfortune was so public. We also 
drew in our heads, and resumed our seats, but it was some 
time before either of us could speak, so much were both 
shocked by the humiliating spectacle. At that juncture the 
room door was half opened, and Baillie Waft thrust in his 
bead, and said, 

6* 
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« Hch, sirs I is na yon, a yon ? Poor man ! if he can 
keep hands off her, he's surely a saint a' the first eleetioo.*' 

" Come in, Mr. Waft," said I. " How long bat&BUfctteTs 
been so awful with Mr. Bell ?" ' 

<<It never kithed in such colours U^ore,'^ replied ^ 
Baillie ; " but when they were in Babefanandel, I saw her 
once kecking from behind the door with a queer ey«-«-it was 
very mysterious — sore has the Minister suffered. Oh ! what 
a stang his proud heart has met nith this night. Deevirs in 
the woman ! if ^he were mine as she is bis, I would take her 
by the neck and lay her head on a stone, and be&t it with a 
beetle, till it was fiat as a pancake." 

Harassed as all our feelings had been, this brave bounce of 
(he bodie was so well set out with look and gesture, that it 
compelled botli Mr. Herbert and me into a fit of loud 
laughter. At that moment, the Minister himself came into 
the room, with an aspect like a corpse, and his hands bloody. 
We started from our stools, and John Waft, giving a sudden, 
close, peering gaze at the dreadful hands, shook his head, and 
rushed out of the room. 

" No, gentlemen, I have not committed murder," were the 
first words which the poor man could utter ; << but I have been 
ibarfuUy tempted. Avenging, heaven ! i am tried beyond m)- 
strength." 

" Mr. Bell," said Mr. Herbert, calmly, « how came that 
blood upon your hands ?" 

« The wretched woman fell upon the hearth, and wounded 
her forehead on one of the fire-dogs. In lifting her, I be- 
smeared mysislf— she is not much hurt." 

" Sit down and compose yourself," I was at last enabled to 
say ; but he turned fiercely upon me, and with a deep, hoarse 
.voice, cried, 

" What were you laughing at ? — Did you dare to laugh at 
my punishment — at my misery, at the shame of my babies, 
at the visible manifestation of the curse of God ?" And 
with other more vehement exclamations, he burst into a laugh 
so horrible, so loud and wild, mingled with howls, and, as it 
were, the rattle in the throat, that we were electrified with 
dread, and obliged to lay hold of him, until he was relieved 
by getting vent given to tears. 

When some time had elapsed, and he had moderated his 
violence, he began to tell us, that he found his situation ao un- 
comfortable at Judiville, that he was determined to remove. 



'^ I hope,'' said I, ^* it is not your iutantion to abandon your 
family?" 

1 do not think that there was in this any great cause for 
oflfence, and it was a natural question) seeing how truly un- 
comfortable the poor man was at home : for where was he to 
find comfort, wMle be had yon obstreperous randy at his side ? 
It, however, had the effect of changing his pale countenance 
to fierce scarlet, and his eyes to fire ; while Mr. Herbert, witli 
an admonitory backward touch, warned me that I was going too 
far, at the same time addressing him to the following effect — 

*' We have seen your misfortune with painfiil sympathy ; but, 
Mr. Bell, can you hope that any change of scene will change 
it?" 

^ Go where I may, that must be borne : but tiiere is no obli- 
gation upon me to bear the purse-proud contumely of this 
place ?" . 

' *« Nay," interposed Mr. Herbert ; " I do not think that any 
thing of the kind has ever been shown to you, at least to justify 
language so unmeasured. Mr. Todd has told me, that you 
have been disappointed in not getting die church, and, in com- 
mon with all your other friends, he laments it ; but you should 
consider, that he could not prevent the Methodists from being 
the more powerful sect in the town." 

" It was inflicting a public dishonour upon me," was the 
ungracious reply. '^I can submit with resignation to the 
public humiliation which you have witnessed ; b«t I will not 
allow my sacred vesture to be trodden by the vulgar like a 
base secularity." 

Mr. Herbert was plainly discomposed by this weak sally of 
priestly conceit, and looked at me, as much as to say, << the 
poor man is not in a state to be reasoned with ;" but though I 
pitied him and his family fi'om the bottom of my heart, I could 
not refrain from remarking that he did not rightly consider the 
case* That the church having, unfortunately, been made a 
matter of money speculation, the trustees, of whom I was 
one, were bound to procure the best rent for it we could, and 
the Methodists had, by giving the most, obtained the pre- 
ference. 

But it was of no use to reason with him. The world was 
out of joint with him ; Providence had. poured sand between 
the coat of mail and the gaUed skin ; this irritation could not 
be appeased. Though he afleoted to make little of his ca- 
lami^, as oonpaied with the mortification he had met with in 
being disiivpointed of thechurahf it was yet oianifBSt, that the 
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fonaer wa» the uon that had eolereit Us soul> and miaeb bad 
made him an object of compassioi], wincing nnder the con* 
sciousness of being ap. Truly, he was that night a man to be 
regaxded with an eye of pity ; so grievously did he struggle 
to put the world in.the wrongs while his conseienoe waa ever 
and anon pricking him with a sharp goad for haying married 
that woman ; knowing, as he ought to have done, that it was 
then too late to redeem his sacerdotal (character fiom the 
blemish of their folly. 

We talked much and long of his situation^ but he appeared 
riveted in resolution to leave the town, and all we could that 
night bring him to, was a reluctant consent to coaaplete the 
year with us, of which upwards of four months remained un- 
expired. It may be thought, considering his troublesome 
temper, and the small credit we had by his wife's conduct, that 
I need not have been so anxious to keep him ; but with all his 
faults, he had many good points ; he Was an excellent teacher, 
though his scholars never had the pleasant breeding of those 
who were taught by Mr. Herbert. In the pulpit he had few 
equals, either for pith or marrow ; moreover, when the me- 
mory of his early indiscretion was absent, no man could be a 
more conversable companion : but this is not the place to ex- 
patiate on his worth, or to show forth the more than brazen 
doors, and bolts and barf^ of adamant, where>rith he held his 
desperate passions in captivity. 



CHAPTER VIU. 

'' The tronfales that afflict the juit, 
In number many be/' 

Thbse are no fools like old ones ; and so I found to my 
cost in the affair of Mrs. Cockspur and Mr. Herbert : after 
they had next day been more than two hours cooing and laying 
their nebs together like two young lily-white doves, he came 
back to me, without having done any thing to the purpose ;•*- 
no doubt, he had partly warned me thai such was likdy to be 
the result of the visit, but I expeeted, when they met, it would, 
have proved different. It was really provoidi^, after the 
trouble I had takeoy and the derer mamsuTres, wfaicb, with 
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the help of CharleB, I had so well performedf to see the ilwine 
driveD through the marriage without rhyme or reason. 

*' I have had," said he, when be returned — ^^ I have had a 
satisfactory explanation with Mrs. Cockspur." 

** I'm rejoiced to hear it," was my answer : " and have you 
fixed the day ? and when is it to be ?" 

<< Not so fast, Mr. Todd : to speak in your own style, aged 
{Persons must walk slowly ; we both agreed . considering the 
objecti<His of her family — " ^ 

^' Dear me, Mr. Herbert," cried I, almost in a pet with him, 
" what for did ye consider tb^n at all ? Ye ought to have done 
no such thing ; but just after a couthy-cvack about auld laog 
syne, and the well and the wo ye have met with, come to a 
eatastrophe, and settle the day. But what have ye done ?" 

<< And considering that we are ourselves both old — " 

<^ Old *. that's the very reason why the wedding should be 
soon ; you have no time to loose." 

'fYes, Mr. Todd ; and it is also the reason why it ought 
not to be at all. Since Heaven has been pleased to bring us 
together at a period when all pretence to passion on either 
side would be ridiculous^ we can pass the brief remainder of 
our days in the reciprocities of friendship." 

*' Snuffies of friendship t-r-ye'll be taking a pinch out of her 
box, saying, * That's excellent rappee I' and then shell praise 
yours much, and say, f Heb, what a fine Maecaba I'-rHrecipro- 
cities, indeed ! Mr. Herbert, you have disappointed me ; I 
thought ye had more spunk — I have a great minid to but yoa 
out." 

Although all this on my part was said half .^n jest, I was yet 
seriously disturbed ; but a moment's reflection instructed me 
Uiat 1 ought to leave the tender pair — the innocent three-^core- 
lings— now that their intercourse was renewed, to the efiects 
of time and opportunity. Accordingly, after some farther 
light conversation, we gradually slided from the pur^iose of 
marriage to talk of my intention of revisiting my father, which 
we agreed might be easily carried into efiect in the course of 
the following spring, and therefore it was determined that night 
that Mr. Herl^rt slK>uld finally come to Judiville without far- 
ther d^ay. 

In the mean time, the wing which was adding to the premises 
of Hoskins and Todd, for the accommodation of the Ba^, 
^ad been nearly finished* and notice given to the inhabitants 
of Babelmandel when the sdiool would be ctosed there, in 
order that they might provide themselves in time? with ooother 
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mastet. This took place when the final arrangements for 
opening the Bank were made, but no master had yet offered ; 
which vexed me a good deal, for it is pitiable to seehowcjoon 
the seeds of origind sin sprout up in the dispositions of the 
young, if they are not early placed under the pruning care of 
a teacher. I felt the more, too, for the Babelmandels, as we 
called them, from Mr. Hoskins, because I had been myself 
instrumental in drawing Mr. Herbert from among them. This 
induced me to put a ndtice in '* The Jufitxr,'' our newspa< 
per, oflbring the sum of twenty dollars to any capable man, 
with an unblemished character, who would undertake the ma- 
nagement of the school, in order to lessen in some measure the 
loss which my old neighbours were about to sustain. Several^ 
candidates made their appearance; and among othiers Dr« 
Murdoch, the editor of the paper. 

I was a good deal surprised when he proposed himself, ibr 
the printing concern and the book store were both thriying ; 
besides, he was not the kind of man I was inclined to encou- 
-^rage, for, like the poor Minister's wife, he had fallen into a way 
of drinkii^f and I had seen him myself standing in a hovering 
state, with unsettled eyes, behind the. half door of the store, 
and with an extraordinary wastrie of snuff on his starcUess and 
dimgling boeom frilL Rather, however, than the school should 
remain void, 1 had half made up my mind to arrange with hina 
for a q[uarter of a year, and to give him the twenty dollars,, 
when Baillie Wait, who had heard something of what was in- 
temiedy came to me. 

<< Magsty me," quoth the Baillie, << there can be no veracity 
in yon story, that every body's talking about." 

« What story ?" said I. 

^''Jliat convinces me," replied he ; '' I knew it could not 
be true that you would give a sum of money to the like of yon 
bamboozled gill stoup. Dr. Murdoch, to take up the school at 
Babelmandel. It would be a great weakness, Mr. Todd,, and 
a blemish in the side of your clear and bright character — so I 
said when I heard it, and so I tell to yoursel, for ye'U never fold 
me making a fool of a gentleman behind his back." 

<< Really, Mr. Waft, I fear there is more truth in it than I 
could wish there had been ; but no agreement has yet been 
made ; it's as yet but a talk," was aU the answer 1 could make 
him. 

** Well, Pm blithe to hear that^^' was his sage-like resporise | 
^* but, Mr. Todd, surdy there is no such inataoee in the busi* 
ness that ye could no wait and loek about you. For although 
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ye may not be able to -find such a sensible and composed 
orderly man as Mr. Herbert ; and I'll no dispute tbat Dr. 
Murdoch may not have a sedimtet of philosopl^ and other 
dead languages ; still it's no an impossibility, 1 should think, 
in my weak Jiyigment, to fiod somebody that could do better 
than him^ Babelmandel, as every body may tell, .with half an 
eye, has not been ordained to be a metropohtan capital city, and 
of course can have but little occasion for the mathematical 
branches of learning ; plain deading does very weel for plain 
folk, and less must serve my neighbours for their dominies 
than gentlemen and colleginers, though the latter should be 
divers." 

I had seldom heard the Baillie speak more to the purpose, 
and I told him that his remarks were judicious, and deserving 
of consideration. 

*^ 1 wish to goodness, Baillie," said i, ^* that ye had been 
qualified to take up the school ; but you probably would not 
like the business, which, 1 can well understand, b most trou- 
blesome." 

*' No doubt it is a very fashious trade that of schoolmais* 
tering either bardy lasses or birkey boys ; and it would take 
something to bribe me to undertake it ; but ratlier than see our 
school defiled with yon firikin of foul stufi", I dinna know 
what I would not do. Deed, Mr. Todd, we're in a critical 
jeopardy." 

<' Jt however concerns you less than many others, Mr. Waft, 
you who have no bairns," said I : ^< but it's natural to have 
some anxiety on a matter of such importance, for education 
comes home to every man's business and bosom." 

<< You may well say business," replied he ; *<how could it 
be managed without education ? was it not owing to the want 
' oi it, that our ancestors and forbears, instead of keepmg shops, 
and dealing with shears and ell-wands, rummaged the country 
in broad daylight, lifting the blackmail, and berrying ihe webs 
and yam of the country wives, paying for all with bills on 
Rob Roy ? Truly, Mr. Todd, it's a pestilent thing to think 
thatthe baims of Babelmandel should be so neglected. I'm 
sure, if I could afford it — ^but 1 cannot afford to give ray time 
gratis — I would take up the school at once, until ye provide a. 
better ; I can learn the poor things reading, 'riting, and 'rith- 
medc, and counting as far as the rule of three, which is just as 
much as the likes of them require; but it would be a black 
burning shame to hear of yon daizt Doctor^ flagellating thim 
wilbeat demenoy in his fts of bottle4iravery. Surely, Mr. 
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Todd, yell never be 8o*&r left to yoursel' as to engage 
him." 

In this way did the crafty bodie work upon me, who did 

' not discern bis intent for a long time, until he reduced me to 

propose to him to engage for a quarter, and to allow him, in 

addition to the wages, no less than thirty dollars cash down. 

No sooner had f completed the bai^ain and signed the mi- 
nute, than I was quite sure he would contrive some way of 
getting free of the obligation before the quarter was ended — 
however, he set out very industriously. 

One day, I thought it my duty to take a sail in our wagon 
vfdth Mr. Herbert to see how the school was coming on. The 
Baillie was proud of our visit, and told us, among his methods, 
that he taught his pupils to understand what they read ; and 
to show us in what manner this was done, he caused the boys 
to read different verses of Scripture, and then to expound what 
- they had read. 

The first examined was a laddie, the son of Scotch parents ; 
and there being something in the verse about meat, 

^^Noo, Jemmie," said the Professor, '^ tell the gentlemen 
whafs meat." 

" It's porridge," replied the boy. 

" Very well, Jemmie, you may sit down ;" and then Willy 
Marshall, another of the like parentage, was called up. In 
his task he read of the miry clay. 

' " Noo, Willy, that's very well read : but expound to the 
gentleman what the Psalmist, King Davit, ye ken, means by 
the miry clay." 

"Glaur," said the boy. "Very intelligible indeed," ob- 
served Mr. Herbert to the smirking instructor ; " but it .would 
be equally advantageous to the boys, if they were taught {Myo- 
graphy— spelling, I should say, rather than such abstrose 
learning." 

'' Especially," added I, ^< as they may have more occasion 
for it." 

" If ye're no pleased with my ways and methods," exclaimed 

tiie offended dominie, "ye may just take the scJiool off my 

haiids. Fm ready to give it up at a moment's warning, and £ 

-do give it up. It's a most fashious business ; I roe the day I 

' ever had any thing to do with it ; I wash my hands of the 

concern: I leave you in possession, Mr. Todd,-*good mom- 

' ing t" With these words he made his exit in a huff» leaving 

Mr. Herbert and me standing in state of constemationy looking 

at each other as if we had been two efiigies on a tomb. I 
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ought, however, not to have been so 8ur{msed, for it was what 
I expected, though it came rather sooner to pass than I reck- 
oned ; be had -jnot then been qnitie a month installed, and, in 
addition to my thirty dollars, he had received a quarter's pay- 
Aient from the children :-rWa8 he not really a pest ? 



CHAPTER IX, . 

« Triflea Ught as &ir 

Are, to the jealous, confirmation strong 
As proof in Holy Writ.'' 

Among other judicious measures whidi Mr. Hoskins early 
adopted to promote the prosperity of his town, w«8 the erec- 
tion of a tavern on a handsome scale, nigh to our own pre- 
mises. Between this building, and the house where Mr. Bell 
resided, a considerable spape was reserved, in case the tavern 
should require to be enlarged. In the mean time, the increase , 
of the town had been unexampled ; and a number of the 
carpenters and other mechanics, encouraged by that circum- 
stance, had united to build the Eagle Hotel, on the other side 
of our store, for the site of which they paid the old man a , 
liberal price. This rendered it improbable that the vacant 
ground adjoining to the Manaum-house^ as his tavern was 
called, would ever be Wanted ; and, in consequence, he sold 
it for three steadings, on which brick buildings were to be 
erected. 

It happened, as an accommodation to Mr. Bell, that lie had 
been allowed to take a part of this vacant ground into his 
garden, witiiout, however, any formal arrangement having been 
made with him respecting it; and it also happened, on the sale, 
that by oiie'of those inadvertencies not so rare as to become 
remarkable, Mr. Hoskins omitted to tell him of the change in 
^e property. Thus it fell put, as the Minister lived in a very 
abstracted way from hearing news, that the purchasers began . 
their preparations for building, before he was awftre the ground 
bad been sold. It was also unlucky, that, on the day imme- 
diatety preceding, his garden had been dressed, mni a few rose- 
bushes and flowerii^ shrubs which he had proct»n9d» had been 
trimmed and newly fastened to the fence. This was^noi a]} : 

Vol. II.— 6 
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th(9 day 6xed % the commopcsiiieiitof the operatioB9 w<^ thfLt 
on wluch I hud accompaiiied Mr. Herbert to inspect thi^sdbAol 
a| Babeiomndel : Mr. Hoskin», was al9o aibaeat dq. bH9in(ei» at 
Napoleon. 

It is unnecessary to inform the courteous reaf^, that work- 
men ha^e but little respect to obstacles in their way. . The ifien 
employed to dig the foundation of the houses had none for Mr. 
Bell's garden-fence; and accordingly, the first thing they 
betook themsehes to in the morning, was to puU it down, 
without even saying to him "by your leave." The conse- 
quence was, that when he beheld the havoc, he set it down in 
the book ef his mind a&a.premeditated insult, and came stiaight 
to the store to complain of the wanton waste, and the contempt 
with which he had been treated. But I was absent, and Mr. 
Hoskins was absent ; he Uberefbre concluded we had both 
gone out of the way to avoid him.. Considering the general 
irritated state of his feelings, and the recent exasperation he 
had suffered from the cupi-capers of his wife in the public 
street, this affair, in which no man could be said to have been 
blameable, at least intentionally, was felt as grievous wrong — 
contumely imbittered with misfortune. * 

Two or three days after, the visit to Babelmandelyas Mr. 
Herbert and i were sitting in the evening by our3elve9, having 
partaken of some refreshment, Mrs. Hoskins and the girls 
being that evening with Mrs. Cockspur, learning manners and . 
drinking tea, Mr. Bell came in. The first glimpse I had of his ~ 
countenance convinced me that something had gone awry with 
him ; and as he was unreasonable when excited, I i^solved 
to say but little, apd to let Mr.Herbert manage the^onversa- 
tion. It was well I did so, for he at once ao addressqdhimself 
to me in the imperative mood, that my determined forbearance 
was almost flung to the wind, 

<' Where. is this, Mr. Todd, to end ?" said he, without sitting 
down. "My misfortunes furnish you with merriment ; the 
disgrace of my helpless^family is the subject of your kughter ; 
' my own errors, which, if penitence could atone for error, 
ought to be forgotten, barb your envenomed taunts: you 
bestow favours upon me, in order that by publicly leftt^ing them 
back you naay expose me to the derision of the wprld. Sir, 
you are ingenious in your oppression ; but, though you, evaded 
my Just reproaches this morning, I have come to mak^ you 
know that 1 shall not be injured with impunity.** 

This frantic accusation seemed so like the rave of actual 
insanity, that the indignation it at first, provoked was ^changed 



into comimsion ; and I replied,, with soliciCfttio^ in my 

*^Mt icfwtkf Mr. Bell, atfd let ^ understand in <«^t yon Imve 
been wvonged, and how I hat e incnnttd^He^i[$to«ehe6 that ii^ 
make me iMise indeed, if any truth were in diera« Thait yon lOe 
. vay unhappy "hs® long been evid<^nt to aM your friends, but— " " 

<< I trouble no one with my imbappiness^" exclaimed the 
unfortonate man, hk rage almoM masl^ring hi^ iaouHieis of 
speech. **l l>ear in silence and isc^ftude the anguish of the 
curse that elings to me ; but I will not Bubrnit to Wrong/' 

Here Mr. Herbeit interposed, and said, in his mild andgra- 
clous manner, ** It is evident, Mr. Bell, that there is sense mis- 
conc^tion on your part. You are angry upon supposition : 
it is not creditable to give way to audi violence,. when youmay 
be so easily satisfied. Explain in what you ccmceive yourself 
aggrieved, and I am sure, if wrong has been don^, it will be 
speedily redressed." 

L l^e firm, sedi^te quielxide of Mr. ilorbert .could never be 
resisted; and Mr.Bell acknowledged its influence by imme- 
diate taking a seat, and looking earnestly first at me and 
theil at Mn Herbert, awed, but more in seeming stupour than 
in defisrence. He then rubbed his forehead with his hand; and 
after a lon^ pause, said with emotion — 

^< f sometimes doubt, geittlemen, if I am what I was ; all 
day an inexplicat>le impetas has been^pcm me. Merciful 
heaven i what if I be indeed mad ?" 

^* Endeavour, my good friend," rejoined Mr. Hettort, '< to 
state cahniy what hns befallen you. We feel for you, Mr. 
Beli^ but tber^must be fault or error in idne cause of your pre- 
sent irritation ; for, while we are grieved to see you so agi- 
tated, we caimot sympathize with the vehemence into which 
you have been betray^ML*^ 

* While Mr; Herbert was speakings I perceived a great change 
upon the countenance of the poor man : the maniac wanness 
of his >Cbmple)don became sligbtiy tinged with' red ; his flash- 
ing eyes filled with tears, and his livid and ^vering lipsbeeaa^e 
of their ^fronted colour. He ihen attemnted to recapitulate 
his )3upposed injuries, but, m he proceeded^ the story appeared 
«o lueondiunve, and to hang so loosely togetherr that he evi- 
deiitljr felt he bad magnified its ineideRts to Mmsdf, and paused 
in embarrassment It was, however, bat for a moment, for be 
immediately said, with a pathetic simplicity that penetrated 
tfaelieart, « Surely this liot all'?" and he wept like a aonowful 
chiU. ■ 
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I rose axid took his hand, and assore^himof my respect ami 

' kind regard. I bes^eched hirb to drive from him every idea 

of his humiliation being treated with levity by me or any of 

jtiiB friends, and concluded by saying, that I trusted Heaven 

would mitigate his fifflictions. 

" In what way can it ?" cried he, wildly, ** unless' I do what 
your alarm at my bloody hands has put into my head* I am 
haunted by a fiend, urging me to choke her by the throat«^' 

Mr. Herbert lifted his shuddering hands at this sad confes- 
sion. I was so stunned, that I reeled from the spot, and had 
almost fallen on the floor, when a frightfiil scream, instantly 
succeeded by shouti9 and bowls, rose in the street, and recalled* 
me to myself. A momentaiy glance at the Minister told me 
that the turbulence was caused by his wife, for, at the sounds 
he ha'd instantaneously crossed his legs, bent his head, and, 
covering his face with his hands, cramped himself up with a 
terrific energy into a knot. 

The noise out of doors spread louder and wilder, it became 

tumultuous, and then there was a long yelling howl, as if the 

multitude were running in pursuit of sometUng : it suddenly 

ceased, and cries and piidrcing shrieks of terror and alarm 

. arose. , 

Mr. Herbert at once guessed the cause, and immediately 
went out ; I would have followed, but could not leave Mr. 
. Bell in the fearful j9tate he was in. 

** I fear, Sir," said 1, " this uproar has something to do 
with yiwir sorrow." 

He took no notice, but crouched himself, if it were possible, 
into closer concentration, while he trembled all over like the 
aspen tree. 
, '* Shall I leave you» Mr. Bell, to ascertain what is going on ?' ' 

'' There'^ no need, no need, no need," was his hurried and 
painful answer, without slackening his constraint, or changing^ 
. bis position. 

After a considerable pause, I said diAdently, *< Perhaps^ 
sir, you might get her home ?" 

*' Ha, fiend !" cried he, starting with the fury and looks of 

a demon, <' tempt me no farther! God, snatch me from 

this burning ;" and he cast himself violently down, and lay for 

' some time on the floor, panting as if he had escaped from 

some terrible struggle. 

I could give him no assistance, but I stood over him, hopiog^ 
as the noise was subsiding, he would gradually also become 
•calmer, when the shrill cries were heard of two children in 
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teB«i,luit«lMMt4mMliiig 4rftwMilqieiiiNb«nd !» ttltMi^ied 

<< They are mine ! they are mine!" he exclaimed, with ao- 
oehts tf wespraaulde aagiitfi^ «M iUH te^k WMisibte. In 
^MBwditibAlie femaifted tfnr Mmetiadei M ihe Jbegan it> 
Moover, tb6 ^momt look anew tam^ l^4i>Qiid of ftiaiiy feet 
w«ft kMa«id4iliv)riiig in 4he stieet^ and «dhtaiti, ^hiiil^te^, 4iifB(» 
oMtiientiB^ aatsf (leoi^elft^lidirtolrAiid gffeatlUriBttot^ 

«« Wilat^ HmK r ' «#ied lie ; '•^in >ihe name af ii^vl^ni iirhift 
bi»*Kn>^etfr 

'' Qb^ tty mother f** 4A the saflM idatiftii ^ed hia eldadt boy, 
tinisifeftfig .Oil ^e door. . ** My mothejf has tfaroam hei^li' 
into the fdi^boat, and foabed off iiiCo tfie flikUtte of 4ihe 
stream — she will be over the falls — ^nobody can help her." 

^e misemble hnsbaiid leaped «ip, and ^ima idatantly o^t of 
the houte, Mowed by his von ; I to<» mn to ike meir% ibrinlu 



CHAPTER K, 



Miy yfiNtOMel a goad^wife.'^ 

Tub stream ran «o atrong 4it lAs^ ferry thnt the boat was ta- 
ken across b^^he Ibroe of the ourreitt acfingon^e behn.^ 
counteracted by A repe^ on which <he mmmg Hbe a p(^ulunif 
Close below the lbnry> the old lH*idge wa» tiien h^ing ton- 
structed from the opposite bank of Uie rrrer r bnl the #o|ie 
was not long enough to allow the boat to reach it, ^hich lite 
infatuated woman had» in her madness, etnbttrked to do. 
Jumpiagon board, she poshed mto the strtwaiy atid not being 
acqaainted witfi the use of the rudder, waa. presently in the 
mid^e of it, where the boat hung nt the end of the ro^, a 
.few feet above the bridge. 

When we reached the bank of the rifer^ the^evoted cree- 
tare, incapable of returning as of proceeding, anfd equally i^ 
^ reaching that portion of the bridge by which she m^ht have 
attained the opposite shcnre, was standing triumpiiiog and 
clapping her hands in the odious foolery of boastful drankeAr 
Bes». A great crowd of idarmed and disgusted spettatorsF 
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afood in silence on the shore. The peril of h» siimttion hatf 
hushed their ribaldiyy and they awaited her fate^ many express- 
ing their indignant wishes that it might be speedily consam- 
mated. 

In the mean time» several young men had gone up the river 
to the Napoleon .Ferry, with ropes* to cross, to the opposite 
^ side, in order to assist her £rom the bridge, and they reached 
tbebridge just as we came in sight. They were not long in fling- 
ing an end of the rope to her, which they called to her to &8len 
to the boat-ring ; Mr. Hearbeft entreated them not to be in 
such haste, for she was in no condition to fasten it properly, 
and begged and prayed, though the evening was clesingt to let 
)i|ir remain as she was, until her reason was in some degree 
recovered. This advice they heeded not, but look their own 
way. 

After some three or four attempts, she succeeded in catch- 
ing the rope, but refused to fasten it at all. She then cast 
the boat's rope loose, and inatantly was swung round beyond 
the end of the finished part of the bridge. The young men 
called aloud <* hold fast,*' the jspectators echoed the cry, bujt^ 
regardless of them* the wretch shouted *^ who's afraid ?" and 
dropping the rope, was hurled down the stream. Instantly the 
crowd was wildly in motion. The great falls were little more 
than a mile below *^ the banks, ragged and tusky with fallen 
trees, were in few places accessible ; but, insensible to her 
danger, she stood erect in the boat, hallooing and rejoicing, 
while evefy witness was overwhelmed with horror. 

The yoMiig men who were on the opposite side of the river, 
9» well as ^s& who were in the crowd cm ours, kept pace 
with Ihd boat, and by a bold effi>rt, one of them flung an end . 
of their rope on board, and it was seized, but only for an in- 
stant ; for the jerk, in catching, tugged it out of her grasp. 
At that moi|i^it she seemed to be awakened to her fate, {'^r 
she uttered a wUd ciy^K and sat down, cowerii^ly* in the boat. 

All this time her miserable husband, with his hands claspedf 
and followed by their wailing children, was endeavouring to 
keep up with tiie increasing s^peed of the devoted boat ; at 
last we came in sight of the spray of the fdUs> and the verge 
of the cataiaet. The cn>wd stood still ; the boat shot down 
the rapids atK>ve^he falls like an arrow frooi the bow-— betweefi 
the rapids and the falls was the level part o£ the stream* the 
same where we, in our excursion, hiid hold of the sunken tree. 
There was nothing in it then. 

For a moment, at the foot of the rapid, the boat seemed to. 
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make a pause» and the yictim started up, evidently sobered, 
and> by her gekures, sensible of her inevitable doom : so we 
all conclttdedy for the noise of the cataract drowned her voice. 
But in that pause there was no hope ; a vortex in the eddy 
swept the boat back into the stream. Mr. Bell grasped my 
arm — and in an instant she was launched into the cloud of 
spray, and disappeared for ever. 

Before I had half recovered from the. shock of this woful 
spectacle, some one plucked me by the coat tail. I turned 
quickly round. It was Baillie Waft. «« What do you think 
of that?" said he; «<is not that a judgment?'' I pushed 
him indignantly fn»n me, and returned with Mr. Bell into the 
town. 

It would have been a vain parade to b^ve said one word of 
condolence to the afflicted Minister, whose agitated and war- 
ring feelings were abundantly obvious. But though it Was a 
most tragiciil catastrophe, no sincere human being could deny 
it was a gentle, nay, a desirable dispensatimi. 

Between that accident and the period of my departure for 
Scotland, which was fixed to/take place in the February of the 
following spring, nothing of particular note occurred either to 
me or to the town, which continued to progress in a. most sur- 
prising manner. 

I made with Mr. Herbert satisfitetory arrangements for my 
absence, which, though I intended it should not exceed six 
months, I provided, in case of accidrats, for a year. For 
who knows, said I to him, but I may find some buxom widow^ 
'*or well-hained sjunster, willing to come out with me to 
America ? and for that chance it b^iooved me to have a few 
spare weeks tp come and go upon. Many a true prophecy is 
uttered in light words :, at that time, every idea of marrying 
again was fiir from my imagination ; indeed, I was, early i^er 
my arrival in America, mi^ sensiUe that a man in a foreign 
country should choose his wife from among the daughters 
thereof. 

When the time appointed for my departure arrived, I set out 
in a witgon, as concerted, to take my passage from New- York, 
attended by the good wishes of all my acquaintance. This 
was an occasion which Baillie Waft could not miss ; he was 
there in the assembled crowd, and as the wagim drove off^ he 
came shouting afler it, crying, 

<' Mr. Todd, Mr. Todd, mind you dinna forget you." 

^ What !" cried I, stopping the vehicle^ 

a To faring a wife with you." 



PART VIL 



CHAPTBR I.. 



'* From the dark blue cea reioniiii^— r 
From far, far lands I come ; 
Ah, whetefoie swells toy bosom — 
AH uleutis my home." 

I FovND, 6n ray uviiml «t Ifew-YoiA:, the godJ eliip Fanny, 
conmiiMid^ by Capt. Dtni^l U. &t«ki4», oA the 9^6 of saiiing 
for Oiioenook tm the i<hw C^y^. I tdolc toy piuMage m her— 
a eabnft (MMage : trhut a ^ifl^nefiee in 'the equipage of my 
reuirn hoiie to Seotlaniiy a&d lb«^ai#rttii of humail cattle In 
which I b&de adieu to my native land i 

Hie pei^M loK the ship-e departittid allowed ore only two 
days to apead tn the city among myoM friendd and ac^uttint- 
aneesy-lmt 1 made it a brmk thne^ for I did tM oiMit^ call 6n 
a single^ytie : hod I been a lord or ptkit^^ I odiM iiot have 
been f eoei¥ed by ttieiii with kinder wai^odnieB. it afforded 
great pleasfire to Mr. PrlfiBly to hear iiat my eon Robin wits 
eooduetiiig himself so credttaUy well ; and Mif. Ferret like- 
wise expmsed hhnself with a warm regard for the lad, who 
wafited, as be said, but a steady hand to guide bim. . I have 
spent few such days-of bKthe boqintality as those tiiito in New- 
York. 

- But the tiiHe was not altogether given to recreation and 
pleasure r I bad an eye to business and profit also. The fame 
«f OUT settlements by this time, like that of Ohilde iMoris's 
father ^ had wsk^ wide^ and mariy adventurous mechanics and 
other sponsible persons, hearing that I, the celebrated Mr. 
T>awrie Todd, of Judiville, was in town, called to lettm the 
particulars of the encouragement we gave to settti^ ; and 
many, in cdnsequene^ of what I te>U &eiki<— and I niade it a 
point to tell nothing but the dry truth — packed up tbeir end» 
and their awls, and set out for the kmd of pvoaaise^ These, a» 1 
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* afterward he^» drew numbers of itbeir coiii{)aiiionB aftiar them, 
iQBoiiiuch tiiat Mr^ Herbert informed me in a letter, whiofa I 

. recttved while in Scotland* that ihy nsit to N6w-Tork had not 
been worth less than a hundred families to the pof^ulation of 
our town. 

On the morning of the day appointed for the ship's departure, 
I went on board with the other passengers ; and the wind, 
though light, being favounible, we got beyond the Hook before 

. dark — all in h^b spirits. Early in the night, about the dawn- 
ing of the lunar morning, the wind began to freshen, and the 
ship to drive aside the foaming waters at a brave rate. But 
though this^was sailing cheenly to the seamen, it was a sore 
thing to the passengers : we were all laid up in our berths, 
and a fish that has swallowed a hook, and is pulled by the 
fisherman, cannot have a more disordered stomach than was 
mine. But,- in the end, we had no great cause to complain. 
In the course of two-and-twenty days from the date of out 
departure from New- York, we found ourselves entering the 
Firth of Clyde. Surely, Navigation has been greatly improved 
since I sailed from Leith in the year 1794, for we were then 
no less than eight weeks in coming across the Atl^ptic. 
On enteung the Firth of Clyde, scenting the pleasant smell 

. of the- peat reek from the Island of Arrao, and seeing the 
Craig of Ailsa rising blue before us, the thought of my fiither's 
home, and the sunny days of my green years, invested my 
spirit as with a mantle of remembrances. ThiNigh there was 

■ nothing in the scene that much resembled the lands on the 
coasts of the Firth, save only Ailsa, which is not unlike the 
Bass, but to my eyes then it seemed smaller ; I yet saw many 
objects that recalled the incidents of the day that I sailed from 
Leith, and my breast was filled with an overflowing of sweet 
thankfulness to Providence, for having brought me back in 
prosperity. 

Off a headland called the Clougb, a pilot came on board — 
poor man, he was very hoarse — ^aqd conducted the ship up to 
the quays of Greenock, wh«re we landed. . I was advised to 
go to a tavern they call the T<mtfne, a handsome house, but 
nothing in comparison with some of the hotels of New-York. 
There I was obliged to stay all night, owing to some faaherie 
with thecustom-honse, about getting our trunks landed ; and 
next morning I embarked in one orthe steamboats ibr Gfaisgow. 
But, dear me ! what a small commodity she was to thb floating 
pahioes on the North river-^and then the polluting coal smoke I 
I be^n to think lor the first time, like the Yankees, that surely, 



70 a^MO&tNm^ 

iadto4 Siurapid WM hr^btkinA Anteicft mkaptontikitiiM ; iftd 
I <waB |pA>¥ie4 to4hink gi»|'r4«rt roy 8t>« *te wftlemKtttechetgcd, 
whta I ketrd tiuit the credit ef malokig die fiM pMstieaUe 
stewnboal was due to a Seeteiinlaiiy then iMdklg at Helena- 
burgh; a village opposite to Greenock* but who had moi itt Itat 
tiBHB jeteiveA uof boon ior his inge&uiCy . The pirincely mer- 
chauats of Glasgow have, howei^er, I tmderatand, since made 
him comfortable for life. It is not so, I am sonry to say, with 
the famify of Mr. Fulton, who <tid so much ibr the m er trade 
and traveUing of the United States. 

The sail from from Greenock towards Glasgow, though tll^ 
liver is smaller, opens many more romanticai prospects than 
the Hudson ; and for steeples, ail built of stone, Glasgow, it 
must be allowed, holds a prouder head than New- York. But 
her steqples are often in the clouds, saving on Sunday : such a 
town for smoke and lofty lums is scarcely to be paralleled ; 
^Glasgow being a great place of manufactories, where ketltes do 
the work <^f men, and iitm wheels make cottcn cloth better than 
nudcontent weavers. 

I stayed in Glasgow the remainder of the day I left Green- 
ock, in a^vem they called the Star Inn, which in a sense 
might compare with the new hotd winch the associated me- 
chanics were building at JudiviUe, and which was nearly finished 
when 1 came away ; but it had neither balconies nor piiozas,^ 
and kt other respects was a house of a meaner grade. Indeed, 
I was father hurt to see the accommodation oi tavjems and 
hotels generally in Sootfauid so ikr b^ind those in Am«rica^ 
even though flie reason given was undenoable. The taverns 
in Scotland are but pkoee lor travellers and wi^&ring people 
to put up at ; whereas in America they are the homes of un- 
married men« and those who have not taken to housekeeping. 

But lif for steamboats end taverns I can make no bra^ for 
Scotland, I was perfectly amazed when I came to walk xound 
GIai^w, with one of my fellow-trttvelllsrs, who had been long 
absent, and who pointed out to me the land-marks of the 
imj^ovements which tiad taken plaoe within his remembrapce. 
Upon fif^ word,. Leddy New* York, you must mount upon pal- 
tens, betoe ye stand as Ingfa aa Lucky Glasgow, either for 
improvements or inoyease of papulation within tiie same space 
of time. 

The neat momiag I went on to Bdtnhur^h in a stage-coach 
-^moflt^coanlbrtable it was, as ^dmpmnd With those leslher 
whirlwinds that bkoi^ht me from Utioa to Albany. Here,- m- 
dee4 the si^periority of thb oU country waamaBitet, botii Ibe 
vehicles and the roads being of the first quality. I would 
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Ime givea a eent bad Mv. >Hbikiii» been with tne^ bo&roif ae- 
oottntof tbe^JBODih felieU|r of tva?ettmg^ and ta saa the fine> 
open, and cleared country tbrough which we passed, with 
atom wallsi aad^not a tijee la he aeeD» omnpared wkh Aoieri- 
eao legions. o£ stnrafs and stones^ log*housea and snaker 
ieBces*. • ■ # 

. Oa my reaching^ Edinburgh^ I resoked to atqp as short 
as possible, being anxiood to get on to BorniytowB ^»t 
night ; £K> I toofc. a hasty snack at thaBkek Bull Inn at ^b». 
head of Leith Walk, where the coach put up» ^aad got into the 
Dalktithcoach m good time to haye.baen at ray Other's before ^ 
daik. But it was a paralyntioal oomseyancer, as dihlocattedasa 
Uiioi^ stage, and draiini by ci^ple catde, so that om? progress: 
was aloiostas slow aak would have beeufin America, when t&e 
frost is coming out of the» ground ; nor was it he^en by the 
beggaidy bachle l»«akuig c&wn. 

~ The accident brought the night upon us betoe we reached 
Dalkeiih ; nevertheleas, I resolved to walk to Boonytown, for 
I knew the road weH. Acc<Hfdingly, leaving my baggage at 
the inn, I made no halt, but set forward widi. tbs light of 
the rising moon, recognising, as I retraced the race-t^onrse 
of my youth— if one may so speak, whose gallop was never 
better than a hirple — many an old familiar thing. 

Drawing near the village,! slackened my pace, and indulged 
my fancy in anticipating' the pleasures I expected to enjoy 
among my earliest and oldest friends ; the^atisfactionit would 
givermy 4ther ta hear of nqreucoQBS,and the gr^fication with 
which I would embrace my prodtgal boy. My heart had, as it 
were, wings, and could fly, and my spirit was as gay as the 
cock when he ro^jses the morning. - 

Twenty years had wrought but few dianges in the appear- 
ance of the village. The old church was a little altered in 
efiect, by two of tlie church-yard elms being cut down. I for- 
gave the parish for that sacrilege, but not for having enclosed 
the churph yard with a high wril> which hid the grave-sjtones 
from the glimpses of the moon, thoiigh it was done Uy protect 
the dead from violation. As I advanced, it disconcerted mf 
to see, instead of the' snug-thatched oottage, wltb brightly 
white-waahed windowH^heeks, the cosy ions of. ciher daysy 
Lucky Clattersfoup's pubUQ» a gawkyi raw-looliinf» two^tory 
ne^ hous^, with a great -glaring i^gn of a s^cKer^flker on 
hoi'sdtiack, daring; the moon, and telling the worlds in golden 
letters, that could not be big enough, '^ Wat^too Inny James 
Gallons, Yinter." *. But I did not tarry long looking at tba.au- 
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daeious UsiiirpatioR, for my iather^s humble dwettiog was 
only a few doons higher up the street^ and I hastened to- 
wards it. ^ 

But I had not proceeded many slepsi when I was startled by 
the appearance of a nuqiber of women coming out of the 
house. Can I have been' expected, have they b^i^ assembled 
to welcome me ?—^and i waa an the point of rushing forward, 
when a chill fdi upon my spirit Why baye they been aU as- 
sembled there ? said I* in some degree nwe-struck, and hesi- 
tating to go on. . 

Two of the OMttronst for they were all eld^y, came down 
the street) and passed near me, but I imd not power to ask 
them a question ; for the hollow and under voice in which 
they spdie to each other sounded ominous. One of them 
happened to say, loud enough to be heard, ^*I am too late." 
The words made me shudder, and I involuntarily repeated them 
as I hastened forward to the door. «< What's the matter^* ' cried 
I, softly but eagerly, to a young gendeman, who, at the moment 
I reached it, was coming out. I did not recognise him, 
but he replied in the voice of my son, << The old man is "no 
more." 



CHAPTER II. 



'^ Oh scenes beloved in vain, 
Where oft my careless childhood stray'il, 
A stranee^ yet to pain." 



A strange^ yet to pain 

Such is the life of man — toil and disapjpointment. The 
day is too short ; our strength insufficient to satisfy the greed 
of avarice. Our doom is labour, our earnings dust ; the 
fruit cultivated with so much care Contains but ashes. All 
is vanity ! 

Such was the substance of the cloud of sad thoughts which 
rose upon me as I «tood by the corpse of my father. Rich 
and prosperous, and untarnished in my integrity, I had come to 
recdve his last blessing. Gladness and generosity glowed in 
my bosom. With more than the hopes of my youth realized, 
I had returned to the scenes of my childhood ; the anticipations 
of ambition . were in blossom, and the fruit of many was set. 
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There was but oiie ia all the earth whom the munific^t tale of 
Providence could hi^ve awakened to disinterested thankfulness, 
and there he lay, apparelled for the tomb. It was then that I 
first fdt the truth of Mr. Herbert's opinions on old age; and I 
trembled to think that, by the course of Nature, I now myself 
stood next to the grave. ^ / 

To meet cold contemptuous Death instead of my father, 
who had so kindly loved meywas truly a stunning blow. It 
shattered, as it were^ my whole mind, and my thoughts were as 
fragments. I could determine nothing ; I scarcely even recol- 
lected that 1 had seen my contrite son at the door. Poor lad ! 
> he ascribed to resentment that absence with which I was 
visited and my seeming indifference to him, and he retired to the 
garden to deplore my displeasure. I saw him not again that 
night, for I spent it alone with the dead. 

£arly in the morning, before sunrise, the afflicted youth, 
unable longer io endure the thought of being cast off from my 
affebtion, came into the room. At the sight of him, I re- 
proached myself for having, so slightly heeded him ; but be- 
fore I could speak, he took my hand, and looking for a moment 
on the still remains on the bed, he said, with an intreating voice, 
** Oh, my father V[ I fell upon his neck and wept ;. and since that 
tifne I have nev^ spoken tp him of his imprudence, nor breathed 
reproach ^pr the anguish he had caused. It was a reconcilia- 
tion hallowed and ratified in the mysterious presence of umre- 
tracting death. 

Mrs. Cradler, whom, from the first illness, my father en- 
gaged to attend him, being by this time a-stir, I went to her, 
and learned with a pang not to be expressed, that his departure 
had not taken place much more than an hour before my arri- 
val: Had I not stopped in Glasgow, but come straight on, I 
had seen him alive, and in the full enjoyment of his fa- 
culties. 

, •! then arranged with her respecting how the funeral should- 
be conducted ; and with seeming reluctance she acquiesced in 
my opinioii that it should in all things be plain and suitable to 
his humble station. It did not appear to me, though I could 
afibrd it, that it would be discreet to show a solemn pageant 
moving from tbedoorof a lowly- thatched cottage ; and there- 
fore my direction to James Drawers, the (^binet-maker, one of 
my father's oldest friends, were, '^ Let ail things be done in 
order, and nothing done that the deceased would himself have 
disapproved." But what I spared from^the funeral was given to 
Vol. II.— 7 
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''all the nee^ui in the parish, «])d it made them com&3$iiiible 
through the couise of the next winter* 

The 4^y aAer .the interment I went hack with mj fPO to 
£d}nburghy in a post-chaise which I hired for that parpo^^ ; 
and I was gi^dfi^d to hear fmm the ProfieasorSt .whose das^ 
he had attended, that he was considered a youth of good taWt 
and fair promise. One In particular apoke of him in a warm 
strain, arid- did not think that either his New*York prailka»>pr 
the due], would be a mot' in his marriag;e. 

Havmg thusK in some measure, pacified my anxieties con- 
cerning the lad, I placed him a hoaider with a respectaole mo* 
th^Iy matrpn, one Mrs. Thrifty, tlie widow of a Burgher min- 
ister, without offspring, that lived in the sixths flat up five stairs 
of a land of houses, No. 159, Drummond Street. This b^ng 
done, I returned the same night in a chaise toBonnytown> ftod 
took up my abode in my ancient home, until I sbould.bave tiicae 
to reflect on what was meet to be done ; for the death^i)f t&e 
venerable man had discomposed all my plans. % 

Sometimes I thought of returning straight back toAmerica ; 
at others, I was inclined to visit some of the marvels, of the 
country, having seen but few. of them before I left it. Then 
I proposed a jaunt to behold the famous city of London, in 
order to see the king, and the .other objects of curiosity 
there ^ but,' upon the whole-, my mind lay more to resting 
among the pl^sant places of my youthful days, for the tin^ I 
intended to stay in Scotland, which was originally meted tp be 
nine months, and might be prolonged -to a year. The result, 
iiowever, was a mixture of all these projected and what hap- 
pened in carrying thei9 iato effect wifl be duly, related. as the 
' events come to passi In the mean time, I retain^ the worthy 
Mrs. Cradler to be my housekeeper, and got the house put into 
a state of repair, of which it stood in some need. Ip that job 
I employed of course, old Mr. Drawers, with strict injunctions 
that he was only to renew,but not to alter the fashiopi of any 
'thing; no, not so much as a nail. He was not, howevert 
overly pleased with my particularity, and more than onpe, when 
fae came in of an evenii^ to.crack with me abotit the Ameri- 
cans, he hihted that my ^shious vincerings would co^t as much 
as would go a great way towards an entire refat^hiaraeiitOy 
which he explained was the craft term for building, a new QBe» 

I have already said that the village seemed but little cbanged 

as J approached it by moonlight ; but when I bad .toisi^to 

/examine it in the broad day, I soon saw thattime i»dmi'4s^i 

with it more tenderly than with the looks of the inhahltMits. 



The hflutes wme shrunken with old age and decay ; they all 
appeared meaner, and of ruder fabrication than I thought thef 
were in former days, but the ^neater hiindmarks of a' trimmer 
generation could be traced in many places. The kail-][ardi 
showed a brighter assortment of flowers : the increase was most 
▼isible, and &e big stones had been rolled out of the middle of 
the streets, and were gathered here and there into heaps to be 
Macadamized^ In one of the heaps was a large black one 
whiclrl recognised as the door seat of Mrs. Musket, the spae* 
wife, where, in her campings, she used to sit and tell the chil* 
dren of the battles she had seen, and the fat frows and fums of 
Flanders. } caused the stone to be removed and placed at the. 
door-cheek of my' home, a testimony and memorial of Jang 
syne. » ^ 

It was chiefly, however, a^iong the -inhabitants that the- 
change was most remarkable^ That excellent disciple of John 
Calvin, Mr. liyssop, the minister, was no more, and his inqiii- 
sitive lady had also gone to investigaflfe the coflers and-accom- 
modatfpns of death* The 'schoolmaster wtls still alive» but 
superannuated aiid blind. I had' him often brought to me, and! 
he told me many a cheerful as well as sad tale of my old school- 
fellows ; we had a sood laugh over a tumbler, of toddy at the ^ 
pnoik Alek Preston played me with the privateer. Venture- 
son]^ Pate, that had come from Indy an officer with a fortune, 
and taken the fine house of Hollycot, at Lassuade, had never 
been to see Bonnytown flsnce his return, because it was a low 
place. Butfas. the courteous reader is, not probably much 
acquainted with the inhabitants of oiir viUage, f need not 
bestow my tediousness upon this subject to greater length. 

If the hand of time was seen working detriment on the town^ 
it had been far otherwise exercised in the countiy. The hills 
that I bad left bloomy and pastoral were ploughed to the top, 
and many of them bonneted with fir-trees, and belted with 
plantings. It was impossible to view the improvements with- 
out satisfaction ; but I wondered where the schoolboys would 
find nests, and allowed myself to fancy that for lack of the 
brave sports of their fiitherS, the next generation would, may 
be, show themselves, in the dangers of other, wars, a less ven- 
turesome race. 

But though there was a pensive satisfaction in noting the 
alterations which time and man had wrought on all sides, I yet 
occasionally felt fits of languor. My hours for so many years 
had befsn so full of business, that I began to be sensible idle- 
sest Tfas to me a pdor traae, and the hammering in^the repairs 
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of the house often pbHged me to stretch my walks ; nor wae 
there many conversible people in the'yillage, though it was noi^ 
in my opinion, a low place. These things-led me to seek ac- 
quaintances afield, and being always of an introductory disposi- 
tion, I soon made several. Among others was Doctor Delta^ of 
Musselburgh, a pleasant^ mild, and sensible young man, some- 
what overly addicted to poetry of the pale sort I have naet 
with few like him, for he was not only a man^ of letters and 
knowledge, but redprocal knd true-hearted. And here I may 
atate, in the most confident manner, that i am quite persuaded' 
it is not true he wrote sympathizing sonnets for sick young 
iadies on the back of the labels of his drug bottles. 

Still, I was longing more and more for something to make 
' me again in eaipest ; . when one day. being in Edinburgh seeing 
the sightsvl had not seenibefore, with Robin for my guide, I 
happened, while waiting in the Commercial Inn for dinner^ 
and to be taken up by that clattering commodity the Palkeith 
coach, to lift a newspaper, and to observe in it a house and 
garden to be let furnished by the month, near^the royal borough 
of Ghucky Stanes, where the advertiser assured intending: 
tenants there was society q€ the best sort, excellent fishing in 
the river, and many alluring etcsBteras/ By the description, it 
was in iiiany things just such a place as would satisfy me ; .and 
the garden being fully cropped, it held out a retaste at no cost, 
of my seed time. I mean the time of the <' tarnation farm in 
Jersey state ;" for no,w that my circumstances were sleek, and 
the bones well covered, I began to think even of that spec witl^ 
pleasant ideas. Accordingly, I resolved tp take the house for 
a month, and to carry Robin with me, that he might be able,, 
in after lii^, to brag in America^ of having fished in the 
Tweed. 
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CHAPTER m. 

I 

* _ ■ ' 

** Jenny Ibirith the white petticoat, 
And thUB red nose, 
^ - The lon&^er she lives, * 

The shorter she grows.." - 

The royal borough of Chucky Stanes, like every other town 
of the kiod, enjoys an undue proportion of ladies in a stateof 
single blessedness; The house I rented there belonged to Miss 
iBeeny Needles, a venejcable damsel of that description. Her 
father, far back in^ the last century, had held the dignity of 
iProvost* . In the plenitude of his magisterial pomp, he erected, 
the edifice, where Miss Beeny, with her niece Mrs, Gr6cn- 
knowe, the widow of a much respected surgeon, held cpuidt» 
or, more properly, sat in expectation of being courted. 

The husband of ^Mrs. Greenknowe had died, as Miss Beepy 
herself told me, much and justly regretted, about twelve 
months before ; and having left his wife, though without incum- 
brance, in very narrow t:iTcumstances,.Miss Beeny received 
her as an inmate and companion ; the widow, luckily^ at Ihat 
^ time having let her own house Aimished to an English family 
who came for a few montlis to enjoy the romantic scenery of 
the Tweed. It happened, however, that this family not meet-^ 
ing with society quite so elegant in Chucky Stanes as thiey had 
been led to expect, soon after their arrival gave up the house^ 
and moved to another part of the .country. Thus it came to 
pass, that the two ladies agreed to move for the summer into 
the house of Mrs. 'Greenkiiowe, which was in the borough, 
and that Miss Beeny's house<«-the Hillocks on the skirts of 
the town — invited tenants for the season, and was rented 
by me. * . . * , 

Of the house, I need say but little ; it was a plain, comfort* 
able, manselike dwellings standing on the top of a bank whicb 
sloped steeply to the river. The garden did not altogether 
equal the description ; but, uppn the ii^holey I was content ^ 
with qiy bargain^ especially as ti^e maiden servant leR in charge 
was an obliging, thi»otigh-going quean* and needed but few 
directioosin bevduty, Shewaaoeat aiid economical in het 
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BinnagemeM. It would Jiave terrified an American appetite 
to have seen our dinners : I was led in consequence to think 
that young. married persons^ who require. to learn method and 
frugality in housekeeping 9 should hire their servants' from the 
houses of elderly single ladies ; it is only in the households of 
^uch, that neatness is found combined with enough. 
- Of Miss Beeny herself, it behooves me to be more pMrticu- 
lar : she had certainly^ passed to the most experienced side bf 
fifty ; but in the style of her dress she^vide^tly attiempted to 
jilt time r not that she affected either girlish^ airs or graces, 
she was above that folly ; but she was at least twenty years 
behind the fashion appropriate to her real age. 

She was a tall atomy. . Her acquaintance, on account of her 
meagre length, and for being still unmarried, called het the 
spare-rib. She dressed in white muslin of the nicest purity ; 
indeed, nothing could be objected to her dress, if we except 
the short sleeves, which, exposed her lean arms and knotty, 
gnarled-elbows, more than became delicacy in the appearance 
•f a lady, who did not despair of softening hearts. She had 
.a wondeiful long neck ; it was like a bundle of wangee bam- 
boos tied together with a string of red coral beads. Her com- 
plexion was .of the same dingy yellow, save that the point of 
her beaky nose was tipped, as it were, with a ruby stone, that 
in frosty weather, when the wind was easterly^ deepened into 
purple. Her little gray eyes were quick with. vigilance ; and, 
as she seldom wore a cap, her head was always covered with 
a light chesnut-coloured wing curled into clusters like filberts. 
On occasions of high tea-drinking, she wore lofty-heeled shoes ; 
when mounted upon them, she was really a tottering structure. 
- Miss Beeny had some pretensions to superior accomplish- 
ments ; she y^dA learned in the dictionary^ and spoke in a iibe 
style of language. Among other things, she prided herself 
on being one of the best interpreters of the Scotch novels; 
and accordingly, whenever ah English traveller came to visit 
what she politely called ** our clissic stream,'- with letters to 
the minister, or to any of the magistrates, she was always in- 
vited to assist in entertaining him. 

Mrs. Greenknowe, her niece, wfts of another element and 
generation ; a sedate, comely wopnan of thirty or thereby, 
with nothing particular in Jier appearance ; but it made me 
9orry to see one so young in the weedfii of a widow^. In dis- 
course, she was staid and calm, very sensible; and took but a 
small part in conversation, except when the topics were Judi- ' 
cious, and within the sphere of ieminine knowledge* Her 
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l&Dguage was nmple, very unlike the wordci of pedigrcie wbiob 
her aunt flourished away with. The second time I saw her^ 
•she seen^^ to be just the kind of htdy that my daughters stood 
in need of. * .• 

I have been more exact in my account of these two ladite, 
than the courteous reader may think was necessary ^ but he 
will be of a different opinion before^he reads to the end of my 
story ; for, owing to the promise of superior society held out 
in the advertisement^ Miss Beeny considered herself under an 
obligation to open to us, as she said, the best portals in the 
town ; and id cdnsequence, she' was not only a frequent visits 
with strangers, to whom I was represented as a most clever 
man, who had made his fortune abroad : but she never had a 
set tea-drmking, without inviting me and my son. Her ban- 
quets were tea and turn-out. ' 

This conscientiousness of Miss Beeny brought roe into a 
friendly footing with her and Mrs. Greenknowe, affording me 
ample oppprtunities of discerning their respective worth and 
qualities. . ' * 

Unfortunately, however, the intercourse had not been opened 
•in freedom above eight or ten days, when I became in some 
degree alarmed. It would be difficult to depict the circum- 
stances which alarmed me, buf, to a certainty, before the end 
of a fortnight, I had reason to fear Miss Beeny Needles had. 
foUen in love with me, pver head and ears." » 

^^ Ah ! it wa£ a hopeless passion/' 

The first symptom or indication which I received of the ter- 
rible havoc my small stature wp making among what she called 
^< the sweet sensibilities of a .susceptible heart," was on the 
' first Sunday after I had taken possession of the house. I had, 
with my son, accompanied her and Mrs. Greenknowe to the 
parish church, in order that they might show us the pew at- 
tached to the house ; and it happened, just as we had taken 
oiir. seats in it, that the bans were proclaimed of three couple, 
who were to be married in the course of the following week. 
I was sitting next to the perpendicular spinster^ who, when 
the first purpose of marriage was read, sHghtly^ and, 4S it were, 
with gentle diffidence, knudged my elbow. I received it 
respectfully, as an admonition tp take notice. At the second, 
she touched me more impressively on the arm with her hand ; 
and, at the third, she looked in my fhce with a smile, at the 
same time treading on my Coot. Her smile 'was like a frosty 
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i^ 10 FfbKvmrjM wlm ndbi wo, purple aoil drops haiig at 
them. , / ' 

Oat q£ civiUtyy I eonducted the ladies home. We were all. 
'Walking apart, for the pavement of Chucky Stanes, like that 
of other royal boroughs; ia not flEivoueible to aoeial. Unking ; 
but scarcely had we proceeded as far as the chiirch-yard gate, 
when Miss Beeny requested me to alloijr her to Jtake my atm^ 
the street being so rough that she could hardly keep her feet. 
I could do no less than readily proffer the solicited ac^omoNda- 
tion, and made no doubt of hearing from her some remarks on 
the sermon ; at the fame time I thought, since there was to be 
cleeUng, I would rather have taken Mrs. Greenknowe, 

<< Well," said Was Beeny, after we had stepped out together 
some three or four paces, ^^ what do you think of those ama- 
tory rustics that the presinter preckimed thiamoining 2" 
\ **I hope they are all in the way of well-doing,*' was my 
answer ; and soberly and in simplicity I added, *' I am not one of 
those who can discern that the world is too small. I am a 
great favourer of marriages, Mis3 Beeny, and of early mar- 
riages." - . - r 

'* So am I, Mr. Todd," said she, daintily ; giving me at the 
same time a prim, sidelong glance,- with a gentle aiamode of 
her head.. 

" Ah IV said I, in jocularity, " wTiy, then, is Miss Beeny 
Needles, still Miss Beeny Needles? Ah« Miss Beeny, Miss 
Beeny r" 

She looked again askance at me, and heaved a sigh from the 
bottom of her bread-basket, for dairy she had none. Andr 
th€»2 she said, squeezing my linked surm, /< There is a time and 
a place, Mr. Todd, wher^ such questions may be answered ; 
'but the street, and in the midst of the congregation^t would 
dishevel propriety."' ' 

In sayings these words, her foot plunged deeper than her shoe 
into a pool in the pavement, and splashed my white stockings 
to the knee-biickle. 

Mf foot is saturated," waa Miss Beeny's interjection on the 
occasion^ and pulling her arm hastily from within mine, she 
hurried hcaneward, calKng to .me as ^e fled — 

*^ I b^ pardon for leaving yoii so incontinentl;." 

I then (hropped back and joined Mrs. Greenknow^ , who was 
coming leisurely along with my son^ picking her steps with care 
aad decorum ; but sfae,instead of talking of the amatory rustics, 
knew better what belonged to &e time and the feast of wor- 
s^p, in wMeh wehad beeo partakeie ; for these hwl. been in 
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'the senqon tender touches on departed days^ and deceased 
friends, the two topics with which, at that period, we were 
both most easily affected. So we proceeded towards her house, 
communing respecting them, and the short coming of happi- 
ness that was ever in the gratifica);ion of our wishes. She was, 
indeed, a refined yoiing woman ; nor was she lessened in my 
esteem, because, in her own person, she had tasted the bitter- 
ness of adversity, and felt the callosity of* the worldly heart. 
* The only drawback that I suflered in this pious convtoation, 
was on account of my son seeming to take an interest in it. 
He was yet too young to learn more of the contrarie^es of 
nature than experience teaches, and I wished several times he 
had not been with us. It is not well that the youthful mind 
4Bhould hear what their seniots think of the uiigracious spirit 
that haunts us in the vale of years. 

Having conveyed Mrs. Greenknowe to the door, whete her 
aunt had already entered, I returned bomewavd, meditating on 
the incidents of the day ; and, to say the truth, reflecting with 
something like a sentiment of aversion on Miss Beeny Needtes, 
for her weak and unsabbath demeanour. I could not but 
acknowledge that Mrs. Greenknowe was of a far more esti- 
mable nature ; that she was^ adorned with a more benignant 
aspect ; and that -being still a handsome ydung woman) it waif 
surprising she was allowed to remain single. Not that I had 
ever imagined the possibility of regarding her with more con- 
siderate eyes than became the temperate respect to which an 
amiable deportmenVis always entitled, and generally receives ; 
but l-regretted the perils of the wide Atlantic, ' and that my 
sweet daughters could not be made acquainted with one so rich 
• both in worldly and religious graces. ' . ' 

During the afiternoOn a smur of rain came on, which pre- 
vented me from going to church again; but at the close of the 
afternoon -service Miss, Beeny sent her servant lass to informs 
me that the Rev. Mr. Brekenrig was to preach in the evening, 
and that she was sur^ I would like him. I did -not choose, 
however, to go upon such an invitation. , The heavy eve- 
ning, and my own heavier thoughts, induced me to stay at 
home, almost repiping that I had ever come to Cbucky Stanes ; . 
and wishing, since it had pleased Providence to removid iny 
father just as I reached the threshold, that I had not c^tumed 
from America. ' - 
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CHAPTER IV. 

"^ Mpamilimnatterbfto^dayr^ 
' Soinenataralsorfow, loss or pain,' 
That has been, or may be again*'^ 

Tru£ to her prbmi9e in the advertisement by which I had 
been enticed to become her tenant. Miss Beeny Needles lo^t 
. no Opportunity of procuring^me hospitable attentions from the 
Ingher class of the inhabitants* , On the Monday morning aftcar 
the ailventure of the amatory rustics, a card was brought from 
ihe Provost* inviting ray son and mete dine with him on the 
Monday iSo^lowing. Before 1 bad time to answer it> for 1 
received it while at breakfastr Miss Beeny ^came herself to 
advise what 8houi4 be done on the occasion; She did not tell 
me that suph was the object of her visit : the** pretext was^tbat 
in consequence of not seeing me at church in the aftemooii, 
abe was. apprehensive I had taken cold ; but the end of the 
escrand ^lae out before she retired. ~ : 

Observiiig the card of invitation on the table* she said, ^' So> 
you -b&YB at last received one : well* better late tlmn never. 
But siicIl proerastination 1 I told Mrs* Badge, as we were 
eomiog last night from the evening rites* that it was a duty in a|l 
men €>( autbcaity tojnalce themselves attentive to strangers ; uui 
thatit was thought you had not been treated with the circumspec- 
tion and solicitude due to the fortune you had imported, and 
with which you might be e<mciliated to enliven the town, ^he 
baa taken the hint and the. Provost has made at last an ho- 
nourable capitulaticm'. I hope you will accept tbeii: coiide* 
acension ; feii- 1 do assure you, that it is not every new incomer 
who is deemed amenable to be a receptacle qf Provost Badge's 
bospitaUe as8idmtie8.'V 

'< Monday: is far off ;" replied I,.hesitatingly ;/'and three 
o*€loGk is: not &a hour for me to dine-at;" meanmg that it 
; was lat^r ^an my custom. 

<< Dear me i" ezelaimed Miss Beeny* ^ it is not consi0ta:^t 
either with their own station or the progress of know)edgethat 
yoii should be invited to dine at such a preternatural hour. I - 
beg you just to be a little posthumous with your answer* and I 
shall procure an am6tion of the period.'' 



Before I had tiiD^ to make %ii ^nswet» bhe was up and x>ff 
to the ProTost's lady ; but without waiting for her returUy I 
sent my acceptance, not alluding, to the houV, and it arrived 
while Miss Beeny was still discussing with Mrs. Badge what 
it should be. As soon as die point was settled, back she 
came. ; 

' " It is well seen," said Miss Beeny, as she resumed her 
spat, '*-that you have. been within the purlieus of the best of 
company. Mrs. Badge has capitulated to make the hour hftlf- 
past four o'clock, which is almost as fashionable as the Lord 
Provost's of Edinburg^h : his Lordship's is five 6* clock." 

** There has been a mistake, JVliss Beeny. My objection 
was to the lateness of the hour of three ; we dine in America 
at one o'clock." 

" Never mind ; the equivoque of the time will be an aug- 
,menlation to your gentility, Mr. Todd." 

To this 1 replied, beginning to be a little troubled by the 
lady's oificiousness, and wishing to change the conversation-^ 
<^I hope, Miss Beeny, you and Mrs^ Greenknowe are to be of 
the party?" 

"It's a gentleman's set excommunicatively," was the 
answer; "sd that Mrs. Greenknowe has not been invited; * 
but I am to be there in the capacity of a Mademoiselle. I 
assure you, Mr. TodH, that every thing about Prpvost Badge's 
entertainments is. in a style of supremacy far above m^io- 
crity." , . 

My son, who had been early at the river fishing, came in 
jjust at this juncture, with bis basket well-filled with trout.^^ 
Miss Beeny declared she had never seen finer, and examined 
them so particularly that Robin, with more civility than dis- 
cretion, begged permission to send them hoine to her, which, ' 
after a show of reluctance, was granted, on condition that we 
^promised to come x>ver together in the evening and eat an egg^ 
when weshoyild se^e one of them dressed as trouts of the'T weed 
should be. 

Soon after this had been arranged, the tady retired ; but I 
was half sorry at having accepted her invitation. Too much 
of the good society of tbe place was laid upon Miss Beeny 's 
shoulders ; a supper, moreover, was something in bet econo- 
my more iha^n common, but I had not4hen discovered the 
flames which were rising round her amorous heart.^ ^ 

When she had left me about half an hour, I went to take a 
stroll through the town in the most perfect innocency of mind, 
for my time was hanging already heavy on my hands, and I 
-^ was not in a humour for reading. 
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' The day was showery^ anct in the course of my ramble> I 
was more than once obliged to tsdce shelt^ in a shop, but witib- 
out discovering any person of a conversable disposition. Tins 
led me to reflect on the business of the morning, and thinking 
of Miss Beeny, I thought of Mrs. Greenknowe. Just at the 
moment, I happened to be passing her house, and beii^g con- 
strained by anbther shower to seek for shelter, I rapped at her 
door, and was shown by th^ servant into a neat parlour, where 
the composed Widow wasi sitting by herself flowering muslin. 

I was^ in luck, as I considered it, to find her alone, for 
Hitherto I had never met her, save in the company of her pre* 
jinct aunt, who had so many attentive things to say, that Mrs. 
Greenknowe seldom found an opportunity to slide in a word 
edgeways. We'talked of various matters, and I sounded her 
depths : really she was a woman of understanding, and I 
agreed with her that Cfavicky Stanes was not an exhilarating, 
town to those who had recently lost near and dear relations. 
Then.Mre became a little more jocose, and I drew my chair 
close to hers, and began to praise her embroidery, bespeaking 
her, in joke, to flower a frock for one pf my daughters ; when 
at -that interesting turn of the conversation, Miss Beeny came 
in upon us, and looked more startled at the sight of us together, 
than there was any need to have been. 

The rain having again abated, I wished the ladies good 
morning, and promised with more satisfaction to join, them at 
supper than I had accepted the invitation ; Yor I saw by this 
time that, although Miss Beeny was an endless woman with 
her dictionary phraseology, there Was yet in Mrs. Greenknowe 
a solid substance of sense and conversation, suflicient to afford 
an adeqiiate compensation for occasionally f^nduring her aunt's 
loquacity. 

On my return -home, much to my surprise, I heard Miss 
Beeny had been there again during my absence. It was 
strange she should have taken no notice of it, when I met her 
so lately at Mrs. Greenknowe's. Could she have any thing to 
say she did hot wish that lady to know ? ," Thrice a day," 
^aid I myself, " Miss Peeny ! la a symptom of perplexity ; it 
must be looked to :" and with this soliloquy I walked into the 
parlour, on the table of which I found anold Edinburgh news- 
paper, carefully folded and pinned in a sheet of writing paper ; 
I opened it, and the first article which caught my eye, was a 
long account of a review of the Chucky Stanes Volunteers, 
and a grand dinner given to the^ reviewing General by past 
Ptovost Needles at his villa of the Hillocks, This heirloom 
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wa8» I had no doubt, brought bj Miss Beeny ^heraelf, to ap- 
prise me of heir hereditary claims to consideration. What 
other purpose it was to serve could not be diviiied, nor why 
she had abstained from mentioning the incident in presence of 
Mrs. Greenknowe. Her conduct was embarrassing ; I had 
seen nothing as yet to justify my egoism in supposing that the 
genial influences of the tender passion had moved her to these 
interesting betrayals ; — it had not yet, indeed, occurred to me 
to regard them otherwise than as indications of an anxiety tP 
be ci^ without knowing well how to set about it. To that ex- 
tent my cogitations resolved her conduct; and 1 began to 
think that, under all circuma^tances, it would probably be ex- 
pedient to give up the house at the end of the month for wtiich 
I had engaged it. "* 

But what was then to be done ? To return to Bonnytown 
seemed no longer desirable. The place to me had become 
empty ; I had seen it afler a long absence, and I was satisfied 
with the sight : my father was removed, and no living object 
was there to attract me back. The cottage, which I valued 
more than many do their great inheritances, I had repaired, 
but with no intention of ever making it my dwelling ; nor 
could it have served : for, even when I. thought, as I sometimes 
did, of remaining in Scotland, and sending fq^ ray family, I 
acknowledged it would have been no fit dwelling. The com- 
pulsion of,my improved means would force me to choose some- 
thing better : I was a fisii out of the water in attempting to 
play the part of a gentlemaji who lives at home at ease, in the 
narrow society of Chucky Stanes. I never passed so many 
^ dull days, one after another, as the first fortnight of niy so- 
journ in Hillocks : my happiness .was in activity ; 1 longed for 
something to do. 

These weary reflections with their yawns and wishes partic- 
ularly aflbcted me, on the afternoon of that Monday on which 
Miss Beeny Needles showed so eager a desire to make the 
town agreeable to me ; but I did not like the look she threw at 
Mrs. Greenknowe, when she broke in upon us so suddenly. 
We were doing nothing to call for any particularity of look. 
" I trust Mrs. Greenknowe is comfortable with her," said I to 
myself; *'but it is more than I could be. fler long words, 
and her long knotty neck, are not enchanting : Mrs. Green- 
knowe is of another description ; her words, though few, are 
well chosen, and her neck and all about her is of that sonsy 
comeliness which is most to the taste of a roan of my age ; 
nor is she too young : whereas, Miss Beeny is — no Jicbodu 
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ci& tdl how old. But what signifies the age o( either to me ? 
and jet I should be grieved to think such a mild and gentle 
j[ierson a^ Mrs. Greenknowe were exposed to penury as she 
advances in life : Miss Beeny has other means, and she has 
not the heart, or I read her character amiss, to make any dis- 
tinction in favour of one so superior. There is no condition 
so touching ^ that of a young widow, of a lady-like nature, 
suffering from penury as well as grief. Poor Mrs. Green- 
knowe ! I hope it is not the case with her ; she has been or- 
dained to solace others : I shonld like to know something of 
h^er circumstances." 

So was I ruminating at my lenglii.on the sofa, when my son 
reminded me that it was time to pay pur respects to Miss 
Beeny and the trouts, dressed as trouts of the Tweed should be. 



CHAPTER V. 

t» Is^it a party in a parbrar, 
CruumM juat as they on earth are crammM, 
Some sipping punch, some drinking tea ; 
But as you by their faces see, 
All silent, and all-^amnM ?'* 

It is not necessary to inform the patient reader, who . has* 
proceeded so far with me, that up to the period of my visit to 
Scotland, I had but few opportunitres of learning the etiquettes 
that make life genteel. He need not, therefore, be surprised 
to hear, that I felt myself often in an ill-ittted coat among the 
society to whom I had the honour of beii^ introduced at 
Ohacky Stanes by Miss BeeAy Needles. In sooth to say, I 
was not fashioned) nor educated, nor connected for associating 
with fine folk ; but my son being graceful, spirited, end gallant 
in bis bearing, I considered it my duty to submit to many 
iasheries on hk account, especially, as in the course of nature, 
he would come to a creiditable inheritance. 

But although I had not the advantages of dancing-school 
breedings I had yet an eye in my head both for remark and 
comparison ; by which I was enaUed to discern, that banquet* 
ing was not the element of the gentry of that royal borough. 
Th» first assurance I 'had of this, was on the occasion of inp^ 
pisg with Miss Beeny on the trouts^ dressed as trouts of th« 
Tweed should be« 



She bad every thi«g mdst genteel ; fine wl&ite pap^-^mses 
round the two tall candle9» a stifiljr-starched tablensloUi^^itf 
tering like satin, and rustling like ailk ; — and she proved bet- 
ter tkm her promise ; for, in addition to the trouts, she h»A 
received in the course of the afternoon a forage of groliae, 
whicb emboldened b&c to invite two Angers to be of the 
paiPty. This was a touch of the seperior indeed ! Four gen- 
tlemen all at once at supper, wtis a handling, the like of which 
Miss Beeny had not been engaged in since the death of her 
father, past Provost Needles. 

One of the strangers was a raw gentleman out of the wedt 
oountrie, by name Mr. Gabarts, from what town or place I 
did not exactly hear ; but he had a pragmatic sanction to all 
his opinions; could quote book and autboiTf dayabd date; 
was moreover seasoned with the poeticals, and had a oompe-^ 
tency of the sentimental. He was a pedestrian tourist in quest 
of the minstrels of the Borders, and had been reconunended to 
see Miss Beeny Needles, the very granny of antiquity. His 
talk was of keeps and castles, and hers of propinquities, topics 
high in tlie clouds above my summit. 

The other guest was a picturesque man, a drawing-master, 
one Mr. Crayon, on an excursion for the summer to take 
views £ot his Edinburgh winter classes ; until mipper wiMI 
served, he delighted Mr. Gabarts and Miss Beeny vvith a sight 
of his portfolly, as she called it. 

I looked and listened with them for some time, an endurance 
for good manners ; but at last Mrs. Greenknowe, who bad not 
yet made her appearance, having finished her culinary inspec- 
tion — for I. could see what her business bad been by her flushed 
visage, came into the room, and I planted myself in a chair by 
her side : this, I saw with the tail of my leye, Miss Beeny did 
not approve, for she made several endeavours to draw me off, by 
audibly commending the sketches, one after another, in such a 
way as if she thought I could not, out of consideration for the 
artist, possibly keep my seat ; but keep it I was resolved, both 
because I had a certain satisfaction in conversing with Mrs. 
Greenknowe, and because it disconcerted Miss Beeny's jeal- 
ousy, ^he, however got the better of me by a point-blank 
shot, exclaiming, " La ! Mr. Todd, look at this beautifiil 
etching of .a baronial abode, with four sqpereminent tpwersV^ 
]t was impossible to resist such an appeal, so I rose; but Mr. 
Crayon euddenly, scarcely able to keep his decorum, 4^natebe«i 
as it were the drawing somewhat too eagerly from the lady^ 
and tarning it t^side dowfif hastily presented it to me. 
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** Oh, ho, Miss BeeDj !" cried I, without remorseu ^ look . 
here, this is not a castle, but a cow." 

It was even so ; for she chaneed to look at the sketch 
inverted, in which position, without < any great disparagement 
to the talent of the picturesque roan, the animal, owing to the 
faintness of the pencil outline, was not unlike a four-beaded 
bastile. ' Fortunately, at this moment, just as the laugh was 
swelling into a dhorus, the help, or maiden-servant, came in 
with the firstlings of the supper ; but Miss Beeny was not 
satisfied with being in consequence spared from the rising 
laugh, she made it clear that the heifer turned upside-down 
really did make a very tolerable castle, with four supereminent 
towers. 

In taking our seats at the- supper-table, I was subjected to a 
new molestation.. I had planned to plant myself next to Mrs. 
Greenknowe, but Miss Beeny, having taken the head of the 
ta^le, summoned me to the place^ at her right hand ; Mr. 
Gabarts, next in estimation, on account of his learning, was 
place<{[ OB her left ; Mr. Crayon and my son occupied th^ two 
lower seats, while Mrs. Greenknowe seated herself afar off at 
bottom of the' table. 

For#some timei Miss Beeny, to do her hospitality justice, 
dispensed her courtesies with commendable impartiality ; and 
we had not only some of the trouts, dressed as those of the 
Tweed should be, but also a pair of them in paper winding- 
sheets, after the manner in which the golden fishes, as Mis? 
Beeny said, were served at the petty suppys of Madame tlie 
Countess of Pumpador, when the Grand Monarch was King 
of France. Mr. Gabarts declared they seemed so savoury that 
his mouth was liquorish to taste them — that was not a word to 
be used in the best of society. 

But I was more, in the mean time, interested by the discom- 
forts of \ny situation, than with the delicacies of the season ^ 
for what with the learned interlocutors of Miss Beeny, and 
the way her knees and legs were somehow continually for 
gathering with mine, I had not obtained an enviable domicile* 
As soon, therefore, as the relics of the trout and grouse were 
removed, I watched an opportunity to escape. Accordingly, 
when Miss Beeny was leaning forward, and talking over her 
lefl shoulder to Mr. Gabarts about forays, moss-troopers, and 
other cockemony minstrelsy, and sprawling out her right foot 
among mine, I called to my son to exchange places, as the 
conversation was more in his way, and so I got snugly at last 
anchored in the lee of Mrs. Greenknowis-— a manceuvre of great 
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olden and the modern. 

At last Mr. Crayon remarked, it was time to think of sepa- 
rating. I was, however, in no haste to move, for I had brewed 
a new tumbler of most delicious toddy, of which Mrs. Green- 
knowe had promised to partake ; but Miss Beeny, who had 
from time to time been darting a glimmering green glance 
toward the bottom of the mble^ f uddenly rose, and looking at 
the watch which hung over the mantelpiece, cried, *< Dear me, 
how swiftly time flies in pleaiBot c<Hnpany l*-*-wkit.a dehghtful* 
oarty we have had I'' 

Nqt offering to resume her seat, ttte strangers Wei^e obliged 
to move off. B(it 1 was noW up to trap^ for 1 invited the two 
strangers in the politest manner to dine witk note next day, aind 
press^ with great cordiality both MSse B^^ lind Mvsi (^re^- 
knowe to jom us. The latter made seme M^nijpl^^ which a 
little perxlexed her aunt ; but by dint of a touch oi fun I 
ovarcaoie her diffidence: Miss Beeny stood in no neM of 
exhortation, she was just glowing and gouping atih6 invitatioti. 

Upon the whole, that night, so spent with one of the plea- 
santest parties Miss Beeny had Mcolleeted for many ye^rs 
among the good society of the, town; was not without pastime, 
nor, when it was over, did it lew e fiothing for rumination.^ 
No sooner had I laid my head oh ifae pinbw, and began td 
recall to mind the taeit indicattoilfs received from Mis^ Bee^ny 
since the aflait of the amatory nMltes, than I becatne convinceq 
she was over head and ^rsf in lo^e With me, or my means and 
moveables. 

How to act in such a dilemma was exc^fedihgly perplexing ; 
I could not*b]ut confess to mysdf that 1 thought Mri^. Green- 
knowe a most agreeable gentlewoman, and that 1 might travel 
far before meeting with her equal : not thdit I had the slightest 
idea of entering a*third time into the silken harness of coigu- 
gality, though sometimes it came across my ntind tfa((t it was 
so ordained ; nor need I deny thai before leaving JutUNIllb, I 
once or twKsesaid to irtyseffJ^-Wftiatf ff ihh voyage ioSkoihittd 
be a feedam to bring back a ydting Wi^ ibr a compankitf tb 
my daughters ? A young one natmSly ran in my head ; be- 
cause it Was ttotio be expe^ted^at a woman^id^ancediri 19ft 
would be willing to l,eave her friends and native land, sftA*l 
Was' mii yet in a eoitdltion to wbM up my ixm^iertkf atcd \Ad a 

8* 
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final adieu lo the land of refilge. Moreover, it was a doubtfof 
thing if Mrs. Greenknowe, who, by all accounts, loved, and 
was much beloved, by her fauj^nd, would be inclined to change 
her state ; and^yet she could not love him more than I did my 
Rebecca. 



^ CHAPTER VI. 

" By the hedge-i^w way-side flowers are springing; 
On the budded elms the birds are singing^; 
And up, up, up to the gates of Heaven, ^ * 

Mounts the lark, on the wings of her rapture driven : 
The voice of the streamlet is fresh and loud ; 

' On the sky there is not a speck of cloud ,-« 
Come hither ! come hither ! and join with me, 
i In the seasons' delightful jubilee." 

Thi: next day opened with olie of those bright, blithe, ami 
breezy mornings, which are only to be met with, and not often, 
on the old worU's side of the ocean sea. The lark, twinkling 
in the clear blue sky, was singing her sweet ditties at Heaven'^ 

Skte ; and the children, as they ran gamboling to school, swun^ 
eir book-pocks with a flourish, and shouted as they leape<i 
alopg, prompted by the universal gayety. In stroUii^ on the 
bank of, the r^ver, I passed a troop of ducks, leisurely saun* 
tering to their accustomed pool ; ihe drake, a bold and gaudy 
beau, looked slyly up at me as be passed, and said, as pleasantly 
as ever eyes could speak, ^* Is not this a delightful morning V 

Sometimes in America I have seen mornings almost as 
beautiful ; but the air was not so lively, nor. the birds so mek)o 
dious, not even by the glad sea-side — never do the new inland 
settlements enjoy such an effervescence of cool airs and spark- 
ling sounds. 

There the breeze, as it comes from the surrounding lofty 
woods, is wersh, compared with the brisk freshness of the 
Scottish summer's free westlin wind — it is as therivev's vapid 
water, compared to the living draught that dances from the 
spring. 'The singing birds, few and far between, were only 
beginning to come to the environs of Judiville before my 
departure. 

Making these similitudes as I strayed heedlessly fiDm field 
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to'field— for I was early abroad, and had no purpose in my 
walk — my fancy began to draw compariaona between many 
other tilings in the two countries ; and I thought, if I could 
meet with a real s^sible woman, to be a friend and companion 
in old age, I perhaps could not do better than marry, and set 
myself do,wn for enjoyment at home among old scenes; I had 
but few old friends remaining. 

It is to me a never*failing source of wonderment, to recall 
the remarkable manner in which the different events of my life 
have been methodically brought about ; while, separately con- 
sideised, each seems as if it had been a solitary and uncon' 
nected chance. Walking without aim, when I heard the town- 
clock strike eight, I was reminded that breakfast-time was not 
far off, and turned down a narrow lane, with a high, thick 
liawthorn he^e on each side, to shorten the way home to the 
Hillocks. 

I was not aware to which part of the town the lane led, but 
I saw it could not lead me far wrong, and proceeded accord- 
ingly. About half-way down 1 heard the voices of two females 
in earnest discourse, on the inner side of the hedge, and was 
hastening my steps that I might not listen, when I heard one 
of them pronounce my name. This gave me a right to listen ; 
and, though at the risk of sharing the common Site of those 
who do so, I slackened my pace. A few sentences left jne in 
no doubt that the fair controversialists, for they were discussing 
a point, were Miss Beeny Needles, and Mrs« Greenknowe : 
the hedge enclosed the garden belonging to their residence. 

" 'Deed, Martha," said Miss Beeny to Mrs. Greenknowe, 
*^ you may take it ill, or take it well ; but it is my imperial 
dgty to tell you that your conciliations of Mr. Todd are much 
too predominantly evident.'' 

Now it so had happened, that Mrs. Greenknowe, in no way 
or manner, neither by look or gesture, had ever evinced to- 
wards me the slightest degree of partiality; whereas Miss 
Beeny took every opportunity to cast a sheepVee at me, and 
annoy me with other tangible tokens of the tumult in her 
vestal veins. 

** I cannot imagine," replied Mrs. Greenknowe, with a firm 
voice, " how such an idea can have entered your head ; but it 
justifies me to rcipiark in return, that, for a person of your years, 
your behaviour to Mr. Todd—" 

^< My years !" exclaimed the indignant spinster ; <* what do 
yoQ know of my years ?" 

<< But little more of my own knowledge,'' said Mrs. Green* 



knowe^ " th«D tiiat ii^ nMiAet W8^ almjrs reputed f& to }t»crr 
younger sister by fiva yewrs." 

<< Bravo, widow ! stand to4ier/' tibougki h 

<< Are you going off at ike bead» Martkai to speak lo me 
with such derogatory imf^ulatioas ? aad all heeaute I iehmff- 
self consinuned to give you a sl^ht inuendo.^' . 

"Say no more," replied Mrs.Greenknowe; <«I seo ibe 
purpose of your admomtion» and will not dine ai the Hilloeks : 
you shall have your litll6 darling ail to yourself.*' 

" Litde darling !'' shrieked^ or screamed Miss Beenyi, aad 
fled hastily towa^ the house. 

« What's to be none ?" said I to myself; ** shall I reveal at 
once to Mrs. Greenkoowe that I ha^ve ovei^heard her ? ftMl 
the malicious old ca^ deprive me ef the pleasure I had antici- 
pated ? What shall I do ? I must make openly np atonee to 
Mrs. Greenknowe to end this.— When ?r-how ?— I had nMlbr 
such a a>urtship a&this. Is it within a possibility that I riiav 
be caugtit in the traps of yon Tabitha Bramble ? . Sbe'li find 
I am not a Lismahago. My difficulties increase.'' 

I then mended my paee^ aiid walked home, wh^e I arrived 
as undecided as ever< The bearing of ivty mind» however, wais 
to give the subject four-and4wenty hours' consideration, and 
the question to be de4ermined>'-»^iall I take no farther notice 
of the affair, or shall I ascertain the dispositions of Mrs. 
Greenknowe ? As to vituperative Tabby, she may dight her 
neb and flee up. 

AAer breakfast, none to my surprise, c|une th^ apology from 
Mrs. Greenknowe ; and though disappointed, I could not but 
still applaud her firranesB. It only made me wroth against her 
aunt, and egged me almost to resolve, if the old cruet pkgued 
me with any more of her tender inuendoes, to shatter hei* 
constevpation, as Mr.Hoskios would have said^ had he been in 
my place. 

The dinner-time came round ; ^the two strangers^ with many 
congees, arrived at the appointed hour» and I found tiiem in 
easy chat, personsr not just so conglomerated wUii Adam and 
Eve knowledge, as they seemed to be the night before ; verify- 
ittg what I have often remarked m life, that men with afll^cta- 
tions^shouldbe seen at two sittings, before a&y one should 
undertake to cbraw tl^r pictures. The first time they iqiread 
abroad what they believe to be the beauties of tjkek^ neritSr. 
and generally play the fool to the best ef their ahiK^. The 
second, unless a new stranger is present, they kithe ittinove 
ratinoiiialfieioutss* Thusitisso'elSMieed^thajttliepretiidingtnight 
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fhey w^e full oi xomance and reverie, worsbifitwag stocks, 
stonesy old trees, crumbled houses^ and sick-like, as if they had 
bera real idolaters ; but, 00 this, the second occasion, they 
had intellects for business. Mr. Crayon was^intending in time 
to go to New- York, to push his fortune by teaching drawing 
there, and we had some solid conversation on that head ; and. 
Mr. Gabarts was beginning to give me a very instructive ac- 
count of how traffic moves in the West, when Miss Beeny, 
after bsLving been waited for a full half hour, made her radiant 
appearance, having, in addition to the wonted purity of' her 
muslin robes, large bows, knots, wreaths, and garlands of yel- 
low, ribands, << a host of golden daffodils,'' trickled out and 
stitched' on different parts of her tucker and flounces, and a 
large orange lily stuck in her wig, and fastened in by a huge 
pebble brooch. There was not such a dressed lady that day, 
Miss Beeny herself thought, in all the royal borough. 

Dissatisfied as I was with her^ it was not fit to betray my 
sentiments to strangers ; so I treated her with ail manner of 
outward civility, and this was performed so well, that I some- 
times thought L WAS overdoi»fr my part; for we giggled, and 
were so courtly, that not only Miss Beeny herself believed me 
to be her captivated swain, but even the strangers, 1 could see, 
thought there was something secret, sweet, and precious 
between us. The most curious thing in this playactorisg was, 
that, at the very time, I had a hatred of her, and was as angry 
at myself as a man could be for giving her encouragement, 
having a dread upon m$ that by some cantrip she would catch 
me in the web of her devices, as a spider makes piece-meal 
work of a simple fiy. 

The apprehension of being so entangted grew upon me, 
and I could not bear the idea of sitting near her ; and yet, 
during dinner, I was enabled to thole her at my right hand. 
Indeed, I was so much on my guard, that she made no pr<^ress ; 
it was only after I had taken a few glasses of wine with the 
gentlemen, (she having previously retired to what was called 
the drawing-room,) that on joining her with them, I ven- 
tured to shy a joke or two at her : I trow she soon gave me 
cause to rue I had been so venturesome. 

The gentleman went away immediately after tea, and I was 
in hopes she would have gone with them ; but she excused 
herself, saying, 

" I see, Mr. Todd, ye're only breaking out ; but as yeVe at 
last becoming resplendent, TU sit for half ..an hour or so, and 
ye'U titilate me with a soliloquy." 
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The ^ntlemen bmg^ g«)iie» and my son 'with lh6iii|.to lakier 
a i^troU in the cool of the evmiiBgy MSds Beeny aitanged lidr- 
self into an int^restiBg wttitode on the sofa, and mvitod sw to 
dfaw mj chair near )m. f saw what^ was aftn*, and grew 
bold ; at the same time I began lb wonder with myself, wfae- 
'^ther the influence of the moon, or of the staffB, or of the wine^ 
could be uppermost. 

As I drew my chair close to her shoulders, for she was in a 
recumbent position, I quietly took a pin from within the hpel 
of my coat, and with it fixed one of the riband-knots that 
^^domed her wig to the eorer of the sofa^s arm, mm'muring 
som^^ng that was like whispered love ; then I said in distinct 
language — 

** We Httle know, Miss Beeny, what is ordained for us, nor 
what a trorld of sinners may say of our most innocent actions 
— we cannot be too circumq)ect It is so far fortunate, diat 
ycu and I have come to years of discretion ; but, really, your 
position is so^-*How old are you, Miss Beeny ?*' 

This question moved her ; but not t6 the vehement degree 
I had reckoned ; for after a slight cough, she replied in die 
most bland raamier — 

^* Were our virtues, Mr. Todd, equal to our years, felicitoit? 
would it b^ for both you and me ;" and she sighed. 

*< You could not have made a more beautiful reflection^ Miss 
Beeny^'' saiid I ; ^ but I ha:ve a great curiosity^ to know, how 
it has come to pass that you have not been manied. Have 
you never had an ofier ?" , 

Still she changed not he)e position, but turning her eyes with 
a pathetic leer, and stretching forth her hand, she laid it oh the 
tbo ^bow of my chair, at which 1 lifted the chair hastily a 
little way from her, and said, " I wonder if Mt«.Potiphar was 
a young woman ?" 

Still she was no farther moved, than tb let one of hiur feeft 
faH, as it were by accident, from off the sofa ; at whidi I drew 
my chair again cbse to her. She, however, said nothing ; 
indeed, irom her silence, and the trance-like cast of her eye^ 
I began to fear her pa^ion was not all feigned, so I detBrmined 
to conclude my part of the business in the words of the old 
• rhyme, 

'^ If ye be a maiden, 
As I trqur ye be, 

^ Yeni BATek l|tt|fa aemila 
At the kittiing o' your kaee." 



** Oh, Miss Beeny !" cried Iy«nd eagerly stretching forth my 
hand, I caught her by the knee, with such ^earty good-will, 
that she started up with a yell, leaving her wig where it was 
fastened. 

Her shriek was so wild, that it instantly broughtour servant, 
and her own servant, who was assisting, on account of the com- 
pany, into the room, in the middle of which, with the tears hop- 
ping from her eyes, stood Aliss Beeny^ pretending to be crip- 
pled with the kittling, while I stood apart, looking to the wall, 
scarcely able to conceal my indeeomm. 

" I call you to witness,'* cried Miss Beeny, ^antic with rage^ 
to the girls, who both laughed outright— •<< Before the Lords, 
je shall exasperate justice against tii^ false, wicked — Oh !. oh, 
f might have been undone." 

'* Oh, Miss Beenf, M|ss Beeny ,'^ said I, << ye're no a pin the 
worse of all the bit tousle. Pm sure, to a woman of your 
time of life, ye should take it as Godsend.*' 

^^ I am lanied fqr life," was her interjection, as she moved 
to lift her wig from the sofa ; not being aware of the pin, she 
snatched it so suddenly, that it was rent asunder. The tno 
girls, already lauglung to the utmost pitch of their power, 
fell into 'each ottor's avms, completely overpowered; while 
Misa Beeny, in wigless dignity, crippled^ across the room, 
holding the relics aloft, and eyeii^ them askance, her naked 
head appearing as if it been covmd with a bladder. 

^ Never ftsh your head. Miss Beeny, aboot such a trifle," 
said I, soothingly ; at which she turned suddenly round, and 
gave a stamp that made the bouse riiake ; adding, ** There is 
but one way of solacing this insult.** 

** Name it, Miss Beeny ; name it,** said J. 

'* Marriage, Sir, marriage !" 

^' Ohj Miss Beeny, did ye think I was in earnest ?" 

At these words she forthwith ordered the lantern to be 
lighted, and, tying her pocket-^handkerobief over the torn wig, 
which she replaced on her head, she walked out of the room. 
Looking, back, before taking the door on her back, she ex- 
claimed, 

*' To-morrow, Sir ; to*mor]x>w. Sir. — Oh, oh I" 
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CHAPTER VIL 

^ Oh that this too, too solid flesh would melt V 

When I awoke in the moniiDgy I had a queer dread of hav^ 
Uig done sometbingy I kaew not what. *' Surely I was &r left 
to myself," said I, ^ to be so overcome by wine> as to treat a de- 
cent, elderly gentlewoman with so little ceremony/' I was 
ready to sink through the floor. 

« It was in fun : fuo ! a man of my years and prudence to do 
what my son would not have ventured ; and if she makes a 
complaint ? Shall 1 be carried before the magistrates ? Who 
could have thought such would ever have happened to me. J, 
a man of the correctest of conduct — a moral neighbour^ cha- 
ritable, and all that.'' I was in despair. 

^ She sp<^e of marriage as the only compensation she 
would accept. Marriage, alas ! — I- had a foreboding she would 
somehow ensnare me ; she has done it, and I am for life a miser- 
able man. Mrs. Bell, the Minister's wife, had bodily beauty ; 
but mine-^my bride's an atomy from the tomb. 

«' She may, however, cool, and be content with a lesser sola- 
ciiim, money — cannot I try her with money ? any thing but 
marriage. A matter of mon^ let it be, but no matrimony. 
No, no, of the two evils let me choose the least : I would give 
half my fortune to isquabash this joke. Oh ! it is a black 
joke. ' 

'< Cannot I run away, abscond ? the sun is but newly risen, 
a post-chaise may soon be got ready. But whitlier can I fly ? 
the shame will remain, or follow. 

^' Shame ? there was no great shame in it,' after all ; it 
was just an after-dinner prank, a thing to be laughed at. 
I wonder what makes me so agitated ; I must treat it 
lightly; I had a little wine in my head for the first time, 
and Miss Beeny had placed herself in a comical recumbency ; 
I but just kittled her knee. It's a thing every body will 
laugh at. 

'^ Laugh at I — but will they, will they laugh? will they not 
rather blazon the outrage, and deem it due to the oflended 
law^-*Oh. impossible," 



Tben tfae mood of mj iBolestation changed, and t f»id ?•— 

" I wonder what Mra* Grcenknowe will drink of H ? Oh ! 
therein js mf safety ; she can bear ^tness to Miss Beenj^s 
"blandlshineBts. What excuse can Miss Beeny have made for 
going home in such a pickle ? Oh, Miss Beeny t inconthient ; 
Miss Beeny ! how shall yoii drink the cup tfiat you made so 
bitter to that tfarice-respects^e lady — the sinnah you eerved to 
her in the momlgg. 

" But still there has bfcen fanftiiarity i What will the widow 

^ say to that ? , If I can get her ear in quiet, and teH her -the 

plain fact^ she will lau^ at it all. Ha ! this is the hi^iest 

waIl*top I ever mounted ; there's nb returning — ^none— none 

—I must take Ihe leap," 

Such were my morning ruminations ; solenm enough for 
the most part, but, at times, some' odd and droll incidents of 
the farce — it was in truth a farce^ both in motive and perform- 
ance-r-would come upon me, and cause me to laugh in the 
midst of my fears. 

Having taken a ctip of tea for breaki^t, (I could not break 
bread,) I proceeded straight to Mrs. Qreenkhowe^s house, to 
take my chance of " the landing, however the matter might 
fa'." I knocked with a trembling hand ; the girl who opened 
the door laughed as she let me in : I inquired for Mrs. Green- 
knowe ; she came into the room before there was time to ap- 
prize her of my visit ; she too laughed when she saw me. 
^' This looks well," said ]> aside ; and I made.ati endeavour to 
be also risible, entering at once into the marrow of the 
matter. ' 

**I see, Mem, that ye have heard of the comical prank I 
played your aunt last night ? How is she, poor leddy ? non^ 
the worse, 1 hope ; though I fear her kn^ got a severer pinch 
than was quite consistent with true love : as for the wig, I 
doubt I shall have more cause to regret the damage it met with, 
than Miss Beeny, for it was manifeatiy in need of reparation, 
and she shall have a new one." 

I then jtold Mrs. Greenknowe, spfiring the maiden-gen^ewo- 
* man, as much as 1 could, how, seeing her on the seifit, ^ was 
tempted to pin her wig to the pillow; and that the cf^dnng 
her hy the knee was just a whim of the inon^ent, far from all 
evil intent — an innocent prank, as sinless as any piece of school- 
boy mischief on a holiday. - 

Mrs. Greenknowe was exqeedin^ diverted With ihe whole 
story, and ipformed me that Miss Beeny was none eahned. 
** All night she never went to bed, but walked from room to 

Vol, n.— 9 
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roora, wringiAg her bands, but finding no ajmpatby ; for^ as 
often as she came to my^ bed*side, though she was as solemn 
aa a troubled ghost," said the widow, " I could do not£iing but 
laugh at her woful story ; and as often as ^he sought Kate the 
arrant for her sympathy, she met with the same reception. 
She. vows to extOTt atonements" 

, ** I hope," replied I, " she speaks no more of marriage : in 
truth, Mrs. Greenknowe, though it was but a joke, there would . 
be folly in making it serious with the public ; but marriage is 
out pf the question, unless, Mrs. Greenknowe, she would be 
satisfied by my taking you off her hands ?" 

Thus was the ice hastily broken. Mrs. Greenknowe laughed 
loudly at first ; but gradually her features settled into a calm 
. smile, and she manifestly waited to hear what I had farther to 
say : I added : — . ^ ^ 

*^ In truth, Mrs. Greenknowe, I am in sincere earnest : ever 
since I had the pleasure' of knowing you, my mind has daily 
been growing more intent on making you a proposition." 

Mrs. Greenknowe replied, smiling again : " This will only 
make things worse,— to consent to take you after what my aunt 
says yoSi have done to her." 

** Where is she?— let me see. her herself; better strike 
•while the iron's hot— " At that moment the street-door was 
shut with a thundering slam, and the giggling girl came into 
' -the room, crying— « She's gone! she's gone! she's off, and 
she's gone to the Provost's ! Oh, Sir ! ye'U be taken up, ye'll 
be tried, and the least they can do to you, is to hang you off- 
hand." 

Mrs. Greenknowe's countenance changed colour, and she 
looked at me earnestly. I endeavoured to4>reserve my wonted 
composure, but I felt by the glowing of my face that I too 
wad reddening. 

. "This," said she, « looks too serious : stop one minute, and 
I wiH go with you to Provost Badge. Surefy my aunt has been 
out of her mind since Sunday." 

Mrs. Greenknowe was speedily ready to accompany me, and 
we set out to the ProvosJ's together. As we passed along the ♦ 
Streets, every body looked out at their doors and windows, and 
we heard guffaiys, and ridiculous laughter rising from the inner 
regions of .the shops as we passed : by some unaccountable . 
accident the affair was already so public. To hear it a subiect 
of such general merriment, lightened my anxieties ; even Mrs. 
Greenknowe, as she quickened her speed to the Provost's, was 
more than once moved to audible laughter, by the recdliectioo 
of some of the items of the story. 
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As we drew near to the Provost's door,« general movement 
appeared to be taking place in the streets. The servant maids, 
^vith loose hair and naked legs, were mustering ; the shop- 
-keepers were closing their doors, and a universal tendency was 
evident among the inhabitants to surround the Tolbooth. But 
one thing occurred which effectually extinguished my dispbsi- 
tion to make light of it. I had a distant vista of my son Robin 
running up a lone street, that he might not vntness the disho- 
nour of his father. 

On reaching the Provost's, we were immediately admitted ; 
he htid seen us approaching, and we were shown into a parlour, 
. where, in the course of a few minutes, he joined us. The mo- 
ment he entered, I could discern the remains of a laugh among 
his features, though he wore the magisterial mask of great 
solemnity. 

I immediately inquired for Miss Beeny, and said that I 
was not only anxious to set the alfiiir in its proper light, but 
to ,make every reasonable compensation for the wound she had 
received in her feelings ; at the same time, declaring that! 
.could not have imagined it was possible, by all that was done, 
- to have injured her delicacy so severely. 

The Provost, who was really in his way a considerate man, 

said Tie hoped it 'was as I represented ; but the utmost he could 

. do was, before hearing any charge, to leave Miss Beeny with 

Mrs. Badge, a motherly person, who would sift the affair with 

more gentleness than it could be done by meh. 

" Miss Beeny,'* said h&— " beggiog your pardon, Mrs. 
Greenknowe — is very well known among us all as having 
her own little oddities ; and I am quite sure, if her case were 
one of the darkest dye, she would receive but little commiser- 
ation from the commonalty, not on account of any ill will they 
bear her, but for the 'comicality of such a thing happening to 
one of her years, and, above all, to her. lam persuaded, Mr. 
Todd, if you are tried here — that is, supposing there are 
grounds to send you to trial, there is not a jury of the burghers 
who vnll find the libel proven, though the case were as plaiiji 
as my loofe, ' • . 

*My blood was curdling in every vein to hear him speak thus> 
when ^ suddenly a loud, shrill, ungovernable burst, or rather 
shriek t>f laughter, rose in the adjoining room. 

" It is Mrs. Badge,'' said the Provost ; <' and by that sign the 
evidence would seem to be going in your favour, Mr. Todd." 

As he spoke the words, his lady came into the room over- 
powered with mirth. . What ensued will be matter for the next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER yirr. , 

"Season ydxiT admiration for awhile 
With an stteiit ear, 1^111 ma^' d«IiteT 
Upon the wjitness of these same pagei 
* This marvel to yo«." 

Thi ProTost's lady had scarcely composed Jierself from her 
agitation of merriment, to tell us what Miss Beeny bad said^ 
when the Minister of the parish, the Rev. Dr^ Gla'shamy at> 
tended by one of his elders, was sHown into the room. It wa& 
cl^ar to be seen they came -to examine into the fact ; at the 
same Ume, I saw plainly by the Rev. gentleman's counte-^ 
fiance, that he, as well as the whole community, had no very 
solemn ideas on the subject. 

Dr. Glasban^, of Chucky Stanes,^ was indeed no .ordinary 
member of the Church of Scotland, both by reputation^ and 
by what, of my own knowledge, I came to understand of him. 
He was such^ merely as ji man, tliat we seldom meet with. 
Not only was be unsfifectedly pious in his sentiments, kindly 
and Christian at sdl points, and learned beyond nmny of his 
cloth ; but he was of a jocose humour, and would carry a joke 
as far as any man I ever met with.. Truly, he was a facetious 
brother ; while, austere towards every kind of dissoluteness, 
\\e was yet lenient in his judgment of many transactions, that . 
men of less practical virtue would have treated with inexora- 
ble severity. 

Wheii he was first informed of the unspeakable .outrage 
which it was alleged had actually been perpetrated, be thought 
there must be sonie exaggeration in the story ; and he had 
come in gentle chanty to try, however the case might be, to 
get the blaspheming tongue of the puUic stopped^ by procur- 
ing the owning of a fault between Miss Beeny and me. To 
, own a fault where no harm bad been don^t I was not likely to 
do ; and, moreover, marri^^ was tied to the tail of it,^ to 
which I was determined, for less than the halter, never to 
assent. 

, After some general discoune, not of a very deep tint, which 
convinced me that all piesoit were iiltle disposed to counte- 
Bftnce suck a case as Miss Beeny pretended to ^et fbstht ]>r.. 
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Clasham proposed that she should be Called ini and a precog- 
nition taken by him, tefore any charge should be laid before 
the magistrates. To thif! the Provost at once consented ; for 
he too ^wBs dubious of the fact. Miss Beeny accordingly was 
summoned. , ' 

When she appeared, it was difficult for any of all present 
Co maintain a suitable decorum of countenance. Mrs. Badge, 
the Provost's lady, laughed outright ; and Mrs. Greenknowe 
would evidently have done the same, had not the complainer * 
been her aiinty, whom it was her duty to countenance. ^ . 

Miss Beeny, not having, been' in bed all night, was' in a mos*t 
disjaWket state. The disasters of her ravished wig were, it is 
true, concealed beneath her bonnet, but her dress was in^ a 
sad condition. ^'Th^.host of golden daffodils" hung their 
heads like^ drooket hens, and her muslin robes were as the 
garments of those that are naught. Oh, the artifices of women! 

" Sit down," said Dr. Glasham-^" sit down, Miss- Beeny ; 
we are all here in thd capacity of friends ; we think, before 
you make any accusation to the magistrate, it should be seen 
how the matter really stands ; for unless you can make good 
what r understand you allege^ your own character will be 
ruined for ever ; and Mr. Todd, though he may have been ra , 
a degree blameable, will be hononrabYy acquitted. There- 
fore, Miss Beeny, I advise yon to be circumspect in what you 
say-^pray, do sit down and tell us the^hote story.'' 

Miss Beeny accordingly seated herself in one of the arm- 
chairs, and pulling out' her handkerchief, and having wiped 
her eyes, thus b^an. My ears were on tip-toes. 

" Preliminaries are hot essentials — ^as I need not- teH ypuj 
Dr. Glasham. ' After dinner, when we were in the drawing- 
room, having participated in tea, 'and the oth^ guests bad 
evacuated the apartment, I was reclining on the sofa — " 

" What was the cause of that ?" inquired the Provost- 
winking.. 

« That question is not relevant," said the Reverend Dr. 
Glasham : " she might be fatigued. Ic is not possible, Miss 
. Beeny, that you could have been atTected by wine ?" 

" Oh, no^ no !" replied thedamsel of years ; <«- f wa? on my 
guard throughout the dinner. I would ne?er„ in such a con-'~ 
junction of circumstances, have exposed myself to the casualty." 

<« Did you suspect any thing, that you were so on your 
guard ?" said the Divine. 

" I had my own* appr^nsions," was the reply : "having 
found the foot of that wicked individual^-Oh, oh I — ^pray don't 

a* 
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gp too nwt the tender peiiit — I was obliged to kiek U awvf 
from minoy more than once, atsuppw Ihe preceding evening/' 

«« Provost, I think that looks black," said the Minister ; but 
I could perceive a small tWinUiiig in the comer of his c^t,. 
that did not jaugur the consummation of my fate^ Sfy weather 
glass began to rise. M isa Beeny want on» 

" As I was mcumbent on the*8oia» he drew his chair dotfe 
to my pillow with Tarquin's ravishing strides. He whispered 
to me the warmth of htt amorosity : I ref^ied with jBerene be- 
nignity> such things must not be talked of in such ways.'' 

« That's pot true," cried L 

<< Silence, sir !" said the Doctor ; and the Provost, with a 
face evidently big with fun, added^ ^ You must, not interrupt 
the mvestigation." 

Miss Beei^ continued. . ^ 

; *' £te then saw that I was vigilant — that t was not in a sedu- 
cative temperament, and shift^ his circumvallations ; but he 
became so particular with his tangible taciturnity, I was obliged 
tp push him and his chair with great violence to a distance. 
In ihis-^yes — I must confess, that in this point, t was too 
weak, for then I oi^ht to have risen, and withered him with 
an enniculate frown." 

« And why did you not, Miss Beeny ?" said the Beverehd 
Doctor. 

« You were in a ticklish sitifttion, Miss Beeny," rejoined 
the elder. 

<« Was it then he fcnrgot himself?" inquired the Provost. 

^ Was it then he kitOed you ?" cried Mrs. Badge. 

« Whajt did I to yo^ then ?" said I. 

The Lucretia of ChuckyjStanes made no direct response ti) 
either of- these queations, but resumed :— 

<' Mr;. Todd» seeing me alarmed, fell prostrate on his bended 
knees, and kissed-n^ hand with adoration/' 

"That's a lie I" exclaimed I. 

♦* Miss Beeoy,'> exclaimed the Doctor^ "you are showing a 
very grave case ; it is4iighly necessary you should speak 4Kit 
— we must have i^-*there ia^no nnnciqgthe matter— the whole 
outrage, with all jts^nita. wad ins, fiiUy before us." 
. The meagre My drew herself iip- «t tbis«^ and said, with 
emphasis, " I did not expect io be so cK^s-questioned." 

" The Minister xiannot help ii>" interposed the Proiiost^ 
looking like a man that knew what's what; and adding, in a 
fqtice of ai^rit^,^<<AobiDa JSfeedles, you mist piooeed**— 
WhatdidMr.Tod(ido1" ;oiii4aii8t4dI iis," 
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^YW r^oined tbe veneritble Dt)el6r> <<tlrlmt did bedcr 
when he was jirostrate on bis betided kneed ?*' 

^^ Rekitdad her knee^" exclaimed Mia. Badge, fbeProvost^s 
lady* no longer able to restrain bikself* 
, Here the Provost inteiposedy and said to bis ivife, «^ My dear^ 
you do not seem to know what S& going oil Miss Beeny must 
state tbe particulars h0rself. Proceed, Miss Beeny." 

Mrs. GreenknoWe was beginning to look serious ; she saw 
her aunt was in a critical predicament, and was sieved for the - 
ridicule she was drawing down. But Br. Olasbam was a man 
that relished a jok^ ; an^^ for a Ministeri be was surely inclined 
to go a great length : he added, — 

<< And kittling your kn^, as Mrs. Badge has ijplormed us : 
— what did the gentleman do next ?" ' 

Miss Beeny apfdied her handkerchief to her eyes, and began 
to weep bitterly. 

<< Robina Needles," said, tbe Minister, <^you must proceed : 
nothing has yet been stated that can call for the interference 
of the Session. /What did he do ?" 

« Oh, Dr* Gla^bam, Dr. Glasbam, I am undone !" 

" But how— in what way, Miss tieeny ? it is absolutely 
necessary that you tell all about it : you are running the risk 
of being prosecuted by Mr. Todd for defamation : the whole 
town is up,^ and afoot, to know the particulars ; they all sym- 
pathise with you. But you hav^ not shown to me^ncNr to these 
most respectaUe persons, that any fault has been committed. 
Qi<i (Ml, I say, Robina Needles, ^aon ; the time of the inquest 
is not to be trified with." 

<< I would teil you all my mii^cMrtune," exclaimed Miss Beeny* 
bursting into tears, " but — ^" 

« But, what ?" cried the Minister. 

<< Must I tell evierf thing ?" tesppnded the disconsolate lady. 

" Yes ; to the last particular." 

'* Well, then, he pmned my artificial ringlete to the. sofa 
eo?er: was not that malice prepense ?'^ 

" Go on, Miw Beeny— what did he do next ?" 

<< He kittled her knee/' cried the Provost's ieddy. 

<' WeU 1" said the Minister, *' that's one fact ; we admit that. 
Come, pvoeeed,^ on — speak out, Miss Beetiyv" 

<< Was net I in great dang^ ?" sobbed ^ae^ poor old }ady,' 
scarcely able to articulate. 

. » Pcovoet Badge," said the Re^reiMl Dk*; Qaaham, "^^it is 
▼efy-dear that tbe-complaiiiant, Robina Needles^hassastw^od 
tt» esfliotial wroi^ ; her case is >reaUy not deserafljg^^ any 
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serious consideration */' and he winked slily to the Proronse^. 
who, addressing himself to her a little more familiarly, said, 

<*Mis9 Beeny, though I must adopt the opinion of our 
worthy Minister, still I think Mr. Todd has not l)een blame- 
, leas ; 80^ I would, without going into the forms o^ law, under 
which, 31iss Beeny,jrou- would have but a siuall chance for any 
aolacium, advise Uiat gentleman to make a handsome compen- 
salion for your wounded delicacy." » ^ 

Mrs. Greenknowe, w)io had endured all with commendaUe 
patience, rose at these words, and said to her aunt, ^* I beseech 
you, M«m, to come away. This is mockery.'^ 

" ^Y^eod it is, Miss Beeny," said L «* Let by-ganes be by- 
ganes, 01" Pll tell what the bird that was. in the hedge yesterday 
morning heard about the little darling." 

'^ Ha !*' cried Miss Beeny, and bolted out of the room- 



CHAPTER IX. 

»♦ Thou troubl'st me." 

After we had enjoyed our laugh, the Minister proposed , 
that he and I should take a turn in the Provost's garden^ while 
the Provost apprized the town's folk that the afiair was a matter 
of moonshine, and so procure a dispersion of Ae crowd, 
which, by this time, to the number of many hundreds, were 
assembled before the door^ 

" Mr. Todd," said he, "I hope you will pardon the ft-eedom' 
t am about to tak«. Both by duty and feeling, I am as little 
disposed as any man to overlook violations of propriety. The 
first report of this business was very bad ; but, knowing die 
character of poor Miss Beeny^ I did not ^ut much faith in it. 
Still, with reference to the station she occupies, it niust be 
considered, that you took a most unusual liberty. Unless, 
therefore, some means can be devised to produce a proper ex- ^ 
fenuation',1 doubt it will affect your intercourse with the good 
society of the town, among whom delicacy of manners is par-* 
ticularly observed and cultivated." 

The best answer I could give, was to acknowledge the plain 
truth, that perhaps I had used a freedom beyond propriety ; 
but my mind was innocent of all intentional rudeness^, ^l 
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iTftfi Bot^ DoctoE,' ' said I, ^< led with a sibrei ffioon in; nay youtli^ 
nor have I siocis been muc^ in the way of ceremonious cora- 
juioj^ $ (besides^ I am naturally of a light familiar humour.^— 
These things should plead for me with 'the good society' of 
Ibe place." 

"Yes/' replied the Doctor^ " they will do so, and will pro- 
cure your piardon, I doubt not ; but tbey will become reasons 
against taking you into fellowship, unless, as I have already 
hinted, you can devise some method of convincii^ them with 
whom you would desire to associate, that you possess redeeming 
qualities. Excuse my freedom ; for although 1 confeiss this 
affiir has been .eminently absurd on the part of that fantastical 
old woman^ I yet know it may essentially ixnpair your comfort 
among us ; and were you hastily to leave .the town, it might 
ever remain as a stain upon your diaracter." , 

"Dear me. Doctor !" exclaimed I, -a tittle vexed to hear 
this ; " it's surely a terrible troublesome thing to be a gmitle- 
man, especially in Cbucky Stanes : — what shall I do ? Will 
a gift to the poor, and a mortification to the parish, help me ?" 

" Pm afraid not," said the Doctor riily, for he began to see . 
through me ; "but if you were inclined to enter again into 
the matrimonial ^tate, now would be the time to show 
yourself." 
' " Who would take me ?" 

"Miss Beeny, I have no doubt," replied the Doctor, laugh- 
ing« And he continued, "But seriously, Mr. Todd ; lam 
speaking as a friend. I know how gnats are made camels in 
small communities ; and, out of regard to your own charact^, 
you ought to do something.'- 

" Preserve me, Dr. Glasham I that is making a desperate 
C4Se of it." However, 1 put on my gravity^t and told him 
3nrhat I had been for some days thinking of, with respect to 
Mrs.,Greenknowe. n 

" Nothing could be better," observed the Reverend gentle- 
man j "She is a most amiable person ; and though, perhaps, 
GcmsideriBg your years, a little too young,— -but that will be no 
objection on your side. Have you said any thing to herself ?" 
. I recapitulated what had passed in the morning, when I 
called to make up matters about the fracas, and co^aded by 
requesting him to see Mrs. Greenknowe, and ascertsun how 
far she might be disposed to change her condition* 

<^T1iere is no time toi^ be lost," said the Rev, Doctor ; " I 
wiU go directly, perhaps she his aai yet lefl tho house ;*' and 
with these words he went in q^uastof theiady^ while I remained - 
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alone in l&e garden, reflecting on the singular position in which 
I had placed myself. I was not, howeVer, displeased that the 
affair would speedily be brought to a conclusion ; and I co^\d 
not but confess, while meditating among the flowers, that no 
eyenjt iix the whole course of my remarkable life, was less 
owing to any wisdom or forethought of n^ine, than the chance 
of being married to Mrs^Greenknowe. 

But my meditations were, upon the whole, far from being 
, pleasant : I felt somehow like a fish out of the water ; 'ifideed, 
that had been the case from the day I took possession of the 
house of Hillocks, and 1 would have given a plack and a 
bawbee, to say nothing of a dollar and a cent, had I never had 
any thing to do with it. I was too long accustomed to a life 
of business and care to play the part of a gentleman at large 
with 'ease : in short, I questioned the discretion of my entire 
conduct, from the period of my father^s funeral ; and resolved, 
if Mr&. Greenknowe did not meet my proposal with some 
encouragement, to prepare for my immediate, return to the 
bustle and business of. Judiyille. - 

If she manifested any symptom of compliance, and only stcK>d 
out on some condition about going to America, I determined 
i| should be no hindrance. By this time I had seen that lyiy 
son was, for his years, a superior youth, and that the lesson he 
learned in the duel, had pnined the wings of his young impe- 
tuosity : 1 therefore could feel no apprehension of committing 
to his and Mr. Herbert's joint care, the task of winding up my 
i^flairs, and of sending home my daughters, if Mrs. Gjcen- 
knowe's objections to cross the Atlantic- was of an obstinate 
kind. 

The Minister was absent at least an hour : when he returned, 
J perceived he had made up_a face for the occasion^ touching 
his complexion with a gloomier tint of solemnity than was 
needed \ but he knew tfien little of my ways, and maybe 
thought I was one of those foolish birds that are frightened 
for bibles made of clouts. 

" Well, Doctor,*' said lie, advancing soberly towards him— 
*<whathickr * • . . ' 

"More than I expectec^ and less than I hoped. Mrs. 
Greenknowe is v!ery thankful for the good opinion you enter- 
tain of her, and is sensible of the advantages she would enjoy 
with a man in your easy circumstances ; but — " 
' » Ah ! that but," cried I. .^ 

" But she apprehends that Ihere may be too great a disparity 
of ages," rejoined the Mimster« 
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- <* Nai a day, not a day ! it would not be so well were ffaei^e 
less.": " • . • • 

^<So t said,'' continued the blackfoot : << then she made 
some observation abo>ut the shortness of your mutual acquaint- 
ance, and crossing the seas, and living in the woods : in short, 
*she was too reasonable, which increases the difficulties." 

Upon this I explained to the Minister, that,* both as to 
G^ross'mg the seas and living in the woods, I should make no 
bones ; and for the shortness of our acquaintance, that was a 
defect which every day would lessen. << At the same time, 
Doctor, if she is so reasonable, it's to be hoped she'll listen to 
•reason even upon such objections. Don't you thiiik I had 
better see her myself? I'm not of a grade, as we have had 
sufficient proof of this morning, to woo by proxy." 

The reverend doctoi' concurred in this' opinion, so we 
returned into the house together, where we found all the party^ . 
we had left, and Miss Beeny so far recovered from her hyste-' 
ricals, as to be laying down the law on a case of cookery to 
the Provost's lady, preparatory to the grand banquet to wtiich 
I bad been invited. The Provost himself and Mrs. Green- 
kilbwe were laying their heads together in a comer, and I con- 
jecture that something concerning me was the burden of their 
discourse.. 

Whether to open the business in the presence of so many 
witnesses, or to ask Mrs. Greenknowe to. take a turn with me 
in the garden, was a little perplexing, especially on Miss 
Beeny 's. account^ for I saw her take out . her handkerchief, 
and prepare herself for a scene., A moment's reflection, 
therefore, convinced me that neither alternative was the right 
one, so I chose a middle course. 

I went up in a straight, off-hand, free, frank manner, to Miss 
Beeny,, where she was sitting in her whites and yellows, like a 
broombush with a chemise. tluown over it, and said, ** Well, 
after^all, so you atid I, Miss Needles, are to open' the ball^ 
together."^ 

" What ball ?" cried she, eagerly. 

<* That grand ball and supper which I am to give to all the 
good society of the town, in order to show them that you and ; 
I, Miss Beeny, know how to give and take a joke : you must 
be Lady Directress." 

« Ob, Mr. Todd I that would be delightful ; but not being a" 
matron, I cannot undertake, the offiee," was, to my surprise, 
the answer of the venerable spinster. I replied-^ 

" 1 forgot that'; you can only be there as a mademoiselle. 
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But Mrs. GreenkBowe-Hilie eau be matroD : ivb«t da jou say^ 
Menu?" and I immediately w«it and seated myself beside the 
wido^9 in doing which I heard Miss Beeny say, in a halfr 
wh^isper to the Provost's lady, ** Is not he a captivating little 
maar ^ 

« Ay, ay," replied Mfs.'Badge, ** we now see what comes 
of kittling knees ; ' ' and l!iat excellent woman was again seized 
.with an immoderate fit of irrepressible laughter, during wbteh 
I had an opportnntly of touching Mrs. Greenknowe on the 
elbow, and of requesting-^ her to take a turn with me in the 
garden before going home. 

When I spoke of the ball, I had no sort of serious thought 
on the subject ; it was said in what Miss Beeny herself called 
bandinage ; but tAie did not take it as such, on the contrary, as 
soon as the Provost's wife had laughed her Jaugh, Miss Beeny 
resumed her laud and approval of the undertaking^ saying**— 

"A ball, Mr. Todd, is just the punctilious atonement ; it 
shows the true spirit of gallantry ; and, if you ^ive us a supper, 
it will be resplendent." 

"It shall be all your own way, Miss Beeny, as it is a peatje- 
offering." . ' . 

*» Miss Beeny 1 Miss Beeny !" cried the Provost's lady, « i 
doubt ye'li be letting him kittle^your knee again." 

** Mrs. Badge," replied Miss Beeny, with as much fignity 
^ as the construction of her air and manner dould express — 
^* Mrs. Badge, I am not a woman of an inflexible soul ; my 
feelings are not obstinate, they are peripatetic. If I am con- 
tent to forgive Mr. Todd his amorous insinuations, no one has 
any privilege to vituperate ;" and then she turned towards me, 
and said with great glee, " But the ball andsupper has nothing 
to do with the jurisprudence of the Provost — ^mind, Mr. Todd, 
you stand adjudicated and convicted to solace me.*' 

By this time I was beginning to fash at so much ado about 
nothing ; so I took Mrs. Greenknowe by the hand, and led her 
into the garden ; what we did theris will be revealed in the 
sequel. 
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CHAPTER X. 

* 

" The heart, the woman's love, '* 

Was bred and twined with his that's silent there." 

'Sj/Lr conversation with Mrs. GreenkndWe in the garden was 
fo a certain extent satisfactory. She had no objection to 
change her life, nor was she altogether averse to crossing the 
Atlantic ; but she did not think herself justified to give any 
answer on the main point, which concerned nie, because we 
were as yet but in an ordinary measure acquainted, and it was 
necessary to consult her friends. 

I could not but acknowledge the good sense and prudence 
of what she said ; but when I recalled to mind the fond confi- 
dence in each other with which Rebecca and I, with only my 
daily earnings, committed ourselves into the hands of Provi- 
dence, I could not but think that the gathering of gear makes 
the heart sordid. Even in my second marriage there was little 
of human foresight ; though there was not that drawing of 
liallowed afiection which made me defy poverty with Rebecca, 
yet a plain and sincere reliance between Judith and me saved 
all the cost and trouble of contracts and settlements ; — we 
joined hands, in a low estate, for better and worse, and nei- 
ther of us had ever cause to repent the patriarchal simplicity 
of that union, though it was founded more on convenience 
.than on impassioned love. Indeed, after the death of Re- 
becca, it was not in the power of my nature to love again. My 
spirit had been mingled with hers ; and when the Lord was 
pleased to remove her from this world, she carried away to 
Heaven all that holy enthusiasm which the graces of her cha- 
racter had awakened in ray bosom, and which blended in such 
congenial affinity with the fine thoughts of her own innocent 
and beautiful mind. While she lived, f had no care, neither 
anxiety nor any worldly fear : if at times a flake of vapour 
appeared in the clear blue welkin of my spirit, it was like the 
feathers which are shaken from the golden wings of the sum- 
mer morning, or the glorious flakes in the track of the setting 
sun. When I laid her head in the grave I felt no sorrow, but 
rather a solemn delight, believing 1 had cause to think I if as 
beloved by a gracious being, who was then brightening in the 

•Vol. II.— 10 
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presence of the Light of light. Yes,: often when the star* 
are all in their splendour, 1 have a sublime persuasion that at 
some one of tiiose windows and apertures of heaven» Rebecca 
looks down upon the earth with eyes of youthful kindness 
remembering me. 

I did not, however, tell Mrs. Greenknowe all this, but only, 
that when a bare young man I had married a gentle and reli- 
gious maiden, with whom I had been so blest, that while she 
was on the earth, I thought neither of poverty nor' of riches, 
[told her also that I had afterward married again — a .woman 
of many household virtues, quiet and mild, placing all her 
happiness in seeing her family pleased with her soUcitude to 
make them comfortable. And then 1 explained, that on pro- 
posing to put my neck a third time in the yoke, I indulged in 
no fond hopes like the dreams of my first love ; and that Pro- 
vidence had so blessed my basket and my store, as to spare 
whoever might become ray wife from the patient thrift and 
unwearied industry which was the lot of Judith Hoskins. 

" In short, Mrs. Greenknowe," said I, " I want a friend and 
companion, — one who, content within herself, feels no troubte 
in promoting the satisfaction of others, and who is likely to 
know that the first duty of a wedded wife consists in smoothing 
the pillow of her husband. Women are ofiten wooed before 
marriage ; but there never was a blithe hearth where the wife 
neglected to take her turn and be the wooer's after. Now, 
Mem, 1 think you are likely to realize all my reasonable expec- 
tations and desires in every way ; and though I cannot c^er 
you a beau versed in the rites and ceremonies of what your 
aunt calls < good society,' I can pledge you a faithful hand and 
an honest heart, and will settle upon you a competency of 
God's blessings." 

To be sure, this was rather a bargain-like declaration ; but 
Mrs. Greenknowe was not one to be warmed by metaphorical 
flames, or pierced with figurative darts. She listened to what 
I said, and replied to every point with so much discretion, that I 
thought her more and more worthy of my best affections. 

She told me very frankly, that she could, no more than my- 
self, give an entire heart { that the better part of hers was 
cold in the grave with him who first won it ; but that if she 
was ordained to become my wife, or that of any other man, it 
would be for the benefit of her own happiness to draw her 
pleasures from the same well. 

This could not certainly be considered as an acceptance of 
my proposal, but it was encouraging : accordingly I resolved 
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to persevere,. and agreed she should take her own time to 
consult her friends ; Wt as I might in the course of the au- 
tumn be under the necessity of going back to America, I 
hinted to her it would be judicious not to too be long about it* 
Such was the state of the understanding with which we 
returned into the house, where we found Miss Beeny and the 
Provost's lady by jthemselves seriously discussing — at least, 
Miss Beeny was — the ball and supper she expected me really 
to give. The Provost had not return^, and the Minister and 
elder were both gone ; I therefore did not tarry Long^ but left 
Mrs. Greenknowe to tell, if she thought fit, what had passed* 
between us. 

It would have been well, however, had I not been so hasty 
in coming away ; for, the moment I put my head out of the 
door, a swarm of boys, who were assembled before it, gave 
- three cheers ;|and a recruiting party at the cross changed their 
tune as J passed, and played ''The brisk young lad ;" which 
set all the spectators a-laughing, and many of them shouted 
and clapped their hands. It is not in the power of tongue or 
^e^ to tell what I felt—verily, Miss Beeny Needles, all thy 
wrongs are amply avenged. 



CHAPTER XI. . 

" Lord ! how my head aches !— -what a head have I !'* 

Few days of my life have been fuller of vexation than the 
day of that hobbleshow in Chucky Stanes : I have ever since, 
in memory of what f suffered, called it the Black Wednesday. 

On my return to the Hillocks, after the precognition at the 
Provost's, I felt myself much out of spirits, fatigued, and an all- 
overishness about me, as if I had been unwell ; so f went and 
threw myself down on the sofa, the scene of the outrage, inca- 
pable of guiding my own thoughts. 

I would have sent for my son, and explained to him the 
much ado about nothing, but, upon reflection, I thought it a 
subject he had better hear of from another. Sometimes my 
mind was inclined to abandon Chucky Stanes and Mrs. Green- 
knowe at once ; then I recollected my two forlorn daughters, 
and how well that lady was calculated to be of the greatest 
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service to them^; and that, though on the near side of thirty, 
as coocerned me, she was still a handsome young woman. — 
Thus, my thoughts rising and falling like the sea-waves 
chafing a sandy shore, 1 lay ruminating for some time ; at last 
I fell asteep. 

When I was roused for dinner, there was a note from my 
son on the table, telling me he had gone tQ Kelso raees with 
another young man ; and that he would not be back before 
Saturday, when he hop^ to find me well and comfortable. I 
had but little appetite, and this letter did not sharpen it : at 
£rst 1 was vexed that he bad not told me of his intended excur- 
sion; but when I considered what had happened,! was obliged 
to acknowledge he had certainly acted judiciously in getting 
out of the way, and I wished I could have done the same. It 
showed me, however, what I had not thought of bef6re, that 
tile time was drawing near when he would probably be quitting 
his father's house altogether. This led me oi to think that 
my other children, one after another, would be doing the same^ 
and that the day was not very distant when I might find myself 
a lonely old man, in the want of some such worthy companicMi^ 
as Mrs. Greenknowe, who, being younger, was the better able 
lo take care of my old age. 

During dinner, and all the afternoon, I ruminated in that 
manner, and was far from being easy ; at last I plucked 
up courage, and resolved to consult the minister. Dr. Glasham, 
finally on the subject. Accordingly, in the cool of the evening, 
I walked to the manse, and had the good fortune to meet the 
Reverend gentleman at his own door coming forth to take his 
customary walk. 

After a few cordial reciprocities, not without laughter again 
at my exploit^ I informed him of my intended visit and its pur- 
pose ; but as the particulars would not be interesting to the 
courteous reader after what 1 have related of 4jur conversation 
in the morning, I pass the record of them by, except as inso- 
much they touch the result 

Dr. Glasham spoke with much ivisdom : he entered very 
fully into my feelings and apprehensions concerning the dejee- 
tion which attends the solitariness of old age ; and he coincided 
in opinion with me, that Mrs. Greenknowe would be a most 
desirable connexion, and that she was not a day too young. 

I then related to him what had passed between her and me 
in the Provost's garden, and he thought that for {he time I had 
made bc^ progress ; so thought I n^yself ; and, to confess the 
fact, I was somewhat vogie of the valour I had shown her so 
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iiandsomely off-hand. He thought that I indeed stood in as 
fair a way of success as could reasonably, on so short a notice, 
be expected ; and it was not until I bad used some persuasion, 
that he consented to, see Provost Badge on the business next 
morning : for the Provost's wife being nearly related to Mrs. 
Greenknowe, made him in consequence a sort of doer both to* 
her and Miss Beeny Needles. 

The affair being so far arranged, we returned towards the 
manse : I have only briefly related the upshot of what passed. 
Our conversation, being both long and interesting, lasted from 
the door of the manse until we had walked as far as the Broom- 
hill at tlie head of Uie green, and come round by the tansy 
spring ; for, since We had the job in hand, I thought it as well 
to complete it, and accordingly gave him full powers to nego- 
tiate and covenant the settlements with Provost Badge. At 
the manse-door I wished him a very good night ; for, although 
he pressed me'strongly to go in with him, I was yet not just in 
order for conviviality. 

And well it was perhaps for me that I declined his invita- 
tion ; for next morning, when the minister called to see if I 
was still of the same mind before going to the Provost, he 
told me Miss Beeny was at the manse when he went in ; and 
that he had some rare sport w\th her, not only concerning the 
outrage which she was beginning to make lightly of by the 
name of her comical hallucination, but a purpose of marriage 
that she would hear something of next mornings giving her to 
suppose it very nearly affected herself. 

Though I could not be angry with Dr. Glasham for being 
jocose on such an occasion, Tiking as I do myself a bit of 
jocosity now and then, yet I was disconcerted by so much 
being said about it, and which, among other things, nourished 
ray dislike to the orders and methods of the good society of 
Chucky Stanes. But, inasmuch as it troubled me, it made me 
the more eager to bring the matter speedily to close quarters 
with the widow. Accordingly, when Dr. Glasham went to 
the Provost's, I went to her ; but, on reaching the kouse, I 
lelrned she was also gone to the Provost's. The cuUy of a 
servant lass said, however, with a smile, that Miss Beeoy was 
at hbme, and she was sure would be glad to see me ; so I 
spirited myself to go in. Scarcely however was I seated, and 
myliantering begun, — for I saw Miss Beeny was too ticklish 
a subject to deal with otherwise, — when a post-haste message 
came from Mr. Badge, requesting an immediate ? isit : I 
guessed she was summoned to the consultfttion. 

10* 
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At first, I was inclined to walk ivith her, and indeed went 
part of the way; but seeing the light, in which we were re- 
garded by the shopkeepers as we passed along, I changed my 
course and went home to await the coming of the minister ; 
and I never was more glad of shelter than whea I entered 
again my own door. But, alas ! there was no place of refuge 
for me. 

I had scarcely taken my seat on the celebrated sofa, when 
Mr. Selvege^ the cloth-merchant, came in with his patterns. 
After many professional inflexions, he gave me to t|nderstand, 
that having observed I always wore black, he had come with 
his swatches, in consequence of hearing 1 was likely to require 
a coloured coat, and to beg the favour of my preference. 

I was much disposed to bid him go to an ill place for custon^ ; 
but i had been so worried by this time, that I could not act 
with my wonted decision ; and in consequence, out of mer^ 
incapability to give a firm answer, I looked at his patterns, and 
was persuaded to. take a dark purple cloth for a coat, the most 
thriftless of all the colours of the rainbow, and, I verily bdieve, 
an ancient shopkeeper : I likewise ordered a pair of decencies 
of the same colour. Thus was be tacitly accredited to all his 
customers to announce my intended marriage. 

He was not well gone when Mr. Ribbans the haberdasher 
was shown in, come also to solicit my bustom. I was really 
angry by this time at my own weakness in yielding so easily 
as I haid done to the cunning persuasion of Mr. Selvege ; and 
did not behave with common civility to Mr. Hibbans, whom I 
soon ke^t off with a flea in his ear. But he was hardly out of 
the door, when my reason rebelled against the rudeness of 
which I had been guilty : this was an addition to my felicity ! 
— Oh, what would I have given to have been safe back in my 
log-hut, amid all the disconaforts even of Babelmandel ! Mr. 
Waft was amiable, compared with the last of my present vexa- 
tions. 

ChagiAned at myself, irked against the world, my torments 
were not yet ended. In came Provost Badge himself, with a 
complaisant and debonair countenance. The object of lis 
visit was to ascertain, before an answer would be given on 
behalf of Mrs. Greenknowe, what really was the amoun! of 
jointure I would settle on her. having made up my mind as 
to this — having indeed been as explicit on the the subject as I 
could well be to Dr. Glasham, my answer was ready ; but it 
waa given a little "tartly, for I was molested by the question. 
'< I hopt you're not offended/* said the Provost, <^ but I would 
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not be doing my duty to my wife's cousin, if I neglected her 
interests on an occasion so important." Before I could 
answer him properly, — for I perceived that I had been betrayed 
by the natural quickness of my temper to answer him without 
a right respect for propriety, — Miss Beeny Needles put her 
head in at the door, and said, when the Provost was done, she 
had " an interrogation to eject." 

" Say it at once," exclaimed I, now no longer able to repress 
my irritation ; upon which the spinster stepped forward, and 
seemingly begged to know what night would be convenient for 
me to have the ball, and how many couple I intended should be 
invited. 

It was well for Miss Beeny that the question went so fiar 
beyond any thing I expected : instead of exasperating my dis- 
turbed humour, it clean changed it, and tickled me with an 
immediate fit of laughter, which had the effect of making us 
good friends : and thus the black Wednesday, after all, ended 
pleasantly ;• for the Provost went away well satisfied, and, in 
less than an hour after, returned with Dr. Glasham, bearing the 
consent of Mrs. Greenknowe, that I should be received at her 
house on the footing of a wooer. The courteous reader will 
guess, from my natural alert disposition, I was not long of fol- 
lowing up the advantage to a consummation. 



CHAPTER XII. 

*' Heaven doth with us as we with torches do, 
Not Hght them for themselves.** 

EvER^ day, and almost every hour of every day, convinced 
me that it was not among " the good society" of the royal 
borough I was to find a quiet evening. It might be, that my 
habits were not in unison with those of " the better class" of 
the inhabitants : but I now discovered there was a more primi- 
tive cause ; — I had neither been bom nor bred a gentlemen, as 
the laird of the house with the lonely lum remarked to his as- 
sociates. 

The worthy gentlefolks were very thankful for the dance- 
ofiering which I was worked upon to give, under the directions 
cyf Miss Beeny Needles, to appease their alleged indignant deli- 
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cacy ; and they would, with equal gratltudc^have 'sung <^ Oh, be 
joyful,'' had I done as much for them every month ; but I could 
perceive there was some scruple among the geittlemen, especially 
those of the pedigree order, whether I ought to be admitted inta 
their fraternities on an equal footing ; so I buttoned my pocket 
and began to urge a little more particularly, in the cou];se of 
my courting with Mrs. Gre^nknowe, the advantage of returning 
to America, where my property and all my best interests lay. 
Her consent to this I had no great difficulty in gaining : but I 
made no revelation tb her of the secret reasons by wliich I was 
then prompted. 

After a considerable sacrifice of time on her account to de- 
corum, and after having endured doublets of humiliation in 
giving and accepting invitations among the leading members 
of the good society, the day of our marriage and departure 
was finally fixed. The week previous I sent my son off with 
a young gentleman he had scraped some acquaintance with to 
London, where we proposed (that is, Mrs. Greenknowe and I) 
to join him, and when we had seen the ^curiosities, to proceed 
to Liverpool, and thence sail fox New- York together. Miss 
Beeny, her aunt, was most willing to accompany us to London, 
and gave many gentle hints to that effect ; but I lent a deaf ear 
to them all ; for by this time I had heard from Mrs. Green- 
knowe that the out-of-door folly and vanity of Miss Beeny 
were not her worst faults ; — she had an in-door character. 

As the 'day drew near, although I had before me a fair and 
rational prospect of conjugal comfort, I yet was sensible to a 
chilliness creeping, like an icy incrustation, on my spirit. I 
was again about to bid my^ native land adieu — perhaps for ever 
— ^and why ? because it seemed to ofier me no resting place. 
My early friends were all dead and gone ; I had acquired notions 
and ways, both of thinking and of acting, not in harmony with 
those of the new generation, with whom, had I remained, I 
should have been obliged to associate. Of all the passages 
of my life, this visit to Scotland was the most unsatisfactor}% 
notwithstanding I wooed and won an excell^t wife in it ; but, 
as she is still alive, I need not be in any haste in giving her^ a 
character, for she may yet change : I speak of her thus fa- 
vourably, to encourage her in well-doing. 

Besides certain legal preparations for the bf idal, I had some 
little business on my son's account to transact in Edinburgh, 
which obliged me to be absent for several days. In return- 
ing, instead of taking the direct road, I came round by Bonny- 
town, to settle for the repairs of the old hom^ habitation, which 
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r allowed Mrs. Cradle for her attention to my father in his last 
illness to occupy, on condition that she would regularly let me 
know when it stood in need of repair ; and make no alteration 
whatever upon any part of it, but preserve every thing strictly 
as it was. It seemed to me, while it so stood, that I had still 
a hdme : from the hour I first lefl it, and amid all the new ties 
I had formed, I ever felt that 1 was far away. 

This, I partly allow, was a weak fancy : — but does not much 
more of our happiness depend upon fancies and feelings, than 
upon the decisions of our judgment ? Sometimes I think, if we 
gave better heed to them than to the elections of the under- 
standing, our days would pass in a more even and easy tenour. 
Be this, however, as it may, I was far more affected in that last 
night at Bonny town, than when I bade it in my youth farewell. 

I spent the afternoon in revisiting every well-known object, 
and the few sad living relics of the olden time, who, though 
they were never my companions, were yet mixed up with recol- 
lections of those that were, and of harmless adventures, whiqh 
it was a mournful happiness to remember. I shed the tear of 
a true-hearted child on the grave of my parents : over my 
father's, whose image was latest ^and brightest m my memoryy 
J bent with the homage of contrition, as well as of sorrow ; 
for the lack in my heart was as a sore wound, when I thought 
of the way which made me too late to receive bi» blessihg. 
Verily, had I been that night doonaed- to- die ; to hid an- ever- 
lasting farewell to this world, its sunny hills, and plea&ant fields, 
and every jocund thing, 1 could not have been laden with a 
heavier sadness ; nor did I contend against it, for all tfaeslaices 
of affection were then opened in my bosom, and every teofder 
feeling was overflowing. Endearing memory brought also her 
earliest tablets, and read me many a long-forgotton tale of the 
sufferings which my father had endured, and the tears he had 
wept, as he thought unseen, when his means failed, and his 
hands knew not where to find the wherewithal to support me^ 
for whom he implored Heaven to pity as his helpless one. 

But why should I draw on the sympathy of the courteous 
reader? — why do I not rather dwell and expatiate on the 
moral shown forth in his story ? Has not that poor, infirm, and 
pitied child been favoured in a most especial manner ? His 
gimels have been heaped, and all his vessels filled to over- 
flowing : — truly may I say, that the miracle of the widow's 
small and valueless cruse has been realized in my person ; and 
that I have good cause to join the powerful and prosperous in 
their anthems of thankfulness ; and to wonder what am I, that 
such great things should have been done for mel 
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PART vm. 



CHAPTER I. 

^« Sweet friendB, your patience for mj lonjr abode ; 
Not I, but mj affairs have made you wait : 
When you shall please to play the thieves for wives, 
111 watch as long for you then'' 

Fbox the day of my marriage with Mrs. Greenknowe, 
whose name was Martha, all things went on comfcMiably. We 
left Chucky Stanes as soon as the ceremony was over, without 
regret on my part, but my wife shed a few natural tears. We 
travelled at our ease to Lbndcm, sometimes taking a post- 
chaisey and sometimes a stage-coach ; stopping where aught 
curious was to be seen, making a very pleasant jaunt of it. 

in London we abode upwards of a month, and were so tired 
of seeing grand sights and fine things, that we both were glad 
when we left it; We then, being joined by my son, went to 
Liverpool, where we took our places in a packet-ship to New- 
York, which for elegance cannot be described, and our voy- 
age was as agreeable as it was possible for a voyage to be, to 
persons who were sea-sick nearly the whole way. I wonder 
how it happened, that although this was my third passage across 
the Atlantic, 1 was yet much worse than when I went the first 
time\ 

On our arrival at New- York, I judged it p^rudent, on my 
son's account, to make our sojourn there as short as possible. 
Accordingly, as soon as Mrs. Todd had rested herself, and 
, seen the curiosities, amon'g which I showed her all my old 
places of abode, and where her predecessor Rebecca and I 
first fell in^ we proceeded by the steamboat to Albany, and 
thence, in the usual manner, to Utica, where I hired an extra 
to Judiville, to which a regular stage-coach, much to my de- 
light, had been established during the summer. 

Having written by post from New- York on our arrival to 
Mr. Hoskins, Mr. Herbert, and my son Charles, when, they 
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might expect lis ; and having also sent forward Robin frona 
Olympus, where we were obliged by fatigue to stop the last 
night, we found, next day at Judiville, every thing liad been 
prepared in good order for our reception ; and greatly indeed 
was I surprised to see the progress which the town had made 
during the eight months of my absence. 

The main streets, both to the right and left of the prehiises 
of Hoskins and Todd — that is, Hoskin's-street, and Todd's- 
street — were pretty well traced out by more than thirty re- 
spectable additional houses, of which seventeen were hand- 
some brick fabrics ; the bridge was completed, and the frame 
o£ a Presbyterian church of Mr. Bell was raised. In other 
parts of the town the improvement had been equally active ; 
altogether, the additions within the eight months were, at least, 
two hundred and fifty houses, of which upwards of a hundred 
were handsome and substantial edifices. Politeness, with her 
shoe-brushes, had also become a settler. . One of the first 
things I saw on the mason's shed at the corner pf the Eagle 

' tavern, not quite finished, was a large yellow printed bill, an- 
nouncing the establishment of an agency for the sale of Day 
and Martin's blacking. ^ 

I may pass over the reception we received from our friends : 
it was warm and kind, such as I wished and expected it would 
be. My daughters, of whom alone I had any doubt, received 
their stepmother with respectful cordially ; insomuch, that 
she was highly pleased, and agreeably surprised to find them 
in every point of breeding and behaviour far above what I had 
led her to hope for. They had, indeed, profited largely by 
their intercourse with Mrs. Cockspur and Miss Volumnia. 

The oiily drawback on the joy of my re-union with so many 
friends, was the condition in which I fouhd my worthy bene- 
factor Mr. Hoskins. He had met with an accident, by tum- 
bling over a stump \n the street — for th^y were still numerous, 
by which he ruffled off the skin from his left shin-bone, and 
had been confined to bed upwards of ten days by the wound, 
which had indicated no disposition to heal. 

Mr. Hubert and the Bank were both thriving ; but I was 
not long with him till I gave him a rough rattling, for still 

'being on the shilly-shally with Mrs. Cockspur. The Cock- 
spurs wer^ just as I had left them : the young gentlepien, 
however, only occasionally lived with their mother, having 
constructed a handsome house, which they called the Grange, 
on the land they had purchased from me, and were proceeding 
with improvements around it, both of a costly and tasteful 
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order ; making, indeed, a place for pleasants, greatly above 
the cut of the country. 

Mr^ Bell allowed the crowd of congratulators to be dispersed, 
before he paid his visit. He was an altered man, and so much 
to the better, that he seemed more like a younger brother than 
the same person. He wore the same pale cast of resignation : 
but the storm and the cloud that so darkened his countenance 
were passed away. It was a pleasure to see a man, who had 
been so deeply agitated, appear so calm and apostolical. He 
still, however, was not without a remnant of tribulation. 

" The new settlers," said he, " are for the main part per- 
sons of lax lives and light principles, and moreover they are 
in general Methodists. It was with the greatest difficulty I 
raised money enough to build the church, which you would 
observe erecting on the left hand as you come into the town ; 
indeed, had it not been for the share Mr. Hoskins took in it 
with me, I must have abandoned the undertaking." 

Glad as I was to see the improved looks of Mr. Bell, I could 
discern by this speech that he was something like the lady 
whose husband built and furnished a house complete at all 
points for her, so perfectly to her wishes, that she could not 
discover any one thing wanting, till she happened to observe 
there was no peacock about the doors ; when she began to 
wonder how he could possibly forget such an ornamental thing 
as a peacock : an«( I thought to myself, that Mr. Bell is one 
of those sort of persons who, get what they will, must have 
also a peacock. But, nevertheless, he was not a man to be 
lightly considered : for, he had great talents both as a mem- 
ber,of society and a preacher; and from the time his randy 
wife was hurled oyer the falls, he had proved himself well 
worthy of the best respect of the settlers, making due allow- 
ance for the infirmities of humanity. 

The Judiville Jupiter was now a handsome newspaper ; — 
not only was there no lack of Roman letters and capitals, but 
the advertisements were adorned in a most sumptuous manner, 
. the like of which is not to be seen even in the fashionable 
morning papers of London. The auction notices were headed 
with the efiigy of an auctioneer, demonstrating amidst bales 
and boxes, with his hammer, to a crowd of bidders. The 
tailctf-s were distinguished by a dandy in the position of being 
measured for anew coat, and others by devices equally elegant 
and appropriate. Dr. Murdoch, the original editor, was still 
the dominie of Babelmandel, but had not augmented his cha- 
racter for sobriety in my absence. In Judiville, however, the 
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inhabitants were better provided : besides Mr. Bell's academy, 
which degree his i^hool had taken, two other seniinaries of 
a minor class had been established. One of them was kept by 
a Mr. Dinleloof, from the neighbourhood of Hawick. He 
was known to Miss Beeny Needles for his skill in rhyme-ma- 
king ; and she, knowing he was in America, had begged both 
my wife and me to pay him some attention. According to 
her accomit of hinit be was what is called a sticket minister, 
or, as she more politely described it, a perforated clergyman ; 
and was a great friend of the Ettrick Shepherd, by whom he 
was introduced to her when he was among the multitude of 
herjos. 

But gratified as I was by all I saw and heard, I yet had a 
missing of Baillie Wafl. In the evening, while wondering wb^t 
had become of him, and thinking I could have better spared 
a better man, my son Charles told me be was still the old 
pest ; and that it was supposed he was busy hunting for 
silver mines, for he was seldom met with ; and it was under- 
stood be often libi^ented himself for days together alone in the 
woods. 

Speak of the devil and be'U appear. Just at thi s turn of the 
conversation, the door was opened, and the Baillie looking in, 
said — 

« May I come for'art ?" 

Afler the first shouts of our mutual salutations and congra- 
tulations had subsided, he took an opportunity of whispering to 
me, that he had been long wearying for my^ return. 

" Ye're overly taken up the night," said he, " but FU come 
to you in the morning. 1 have something to say that's no' fit 
for street clatter j" and he gave his head a wag of wisdom, 
and looking warily out from the comer of his eye, patted the 
side of his nose with his forefinger, thereby giving me to un- 
derstand that he was possessed of a secret worth knowingr. 
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CHAPTER IL 

'* There is a kind of character in thy life, 
That to the observer doth thy history 
FuUy. unfold." 

As I did not propose to enter upon business until I had 
looked a little about me — seen what bad been doing and what 
was to be done — 1 happened to be in a humour to meet the 
Baillie in his own way when he came next morning. 

" Ye '11 be well pleased, Mr. Todd," said he, « to see what 
a grand prosfJering place this is. It's coining money for ye 
when ye sleep : ye have nothing to do but to gallant away to 
London town, and court blithe young widows, and come home 
and find thuusands of dollars, begetting swarms of others, in 
the Bank for you. But although it's no' my fortune to lead 
captive captivity, I have yet not been without a share of luck- 
that I must acknowledge with thankfulness — but I stand in 
ni^ed of a hand with a weighty purse, lik^ yours, to bring it to 
a bearing." 

" Then it's true," cried I, a good deal amazed to hear this, 
" tiiat you have discovered a silver mine in the woods ?" 
'^** What would ye think," replied he, with a satistied smile, 
" if it were a gold one ? But whether mines be of silver or of 
gifld, money is wanted to work them ; and after all, they are 
precarious commodities, as some folks in London begin to find, 
td'jtheir impoverishment. No, Mr. Todd ; to speak without 
(iciiusion, what I have found is better than a mine. Silver and 
^ gAVA have 1 none, but I have much better." 

The Baillie alarmed me a little by this, and I placed myself 
instantly on my guard, dreading he was at his hooky-crookies 
again. However, he continued, allowing for his oddity, seem- 
ingly to speak to the purpose. ' 
** You know this is an unknown country ; and therefore, as 
we are as ignorant of the treasures in tb^ bowels of the earth as 
of the riches in the bottom of the sea, it requires no great skill 
to make a discovery by an accident. We have all heard of a 
cock that found a precious stone on a midden ; ^ well, I 'm a 
cock, and just with as little sagacity as any other cock, maybe 
I have found a precious stone too ?" . 
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*< Maybe, Baillie, it 's a bit of glass — the stopper of a cruet, 
or the oeck of a broken bottle ?'' 

** Nay, Mr. Todd, if ye're at your pranks, I'll no' proceed 
farther : but I have made a discovery, that's something sure." 

" Then, Mr. Waft, if it be of any value, the money shall 
not be wanting to a reasonable amount : but how is to be em- 
lioyed ?" 

«< I have thought well, and with weighty consideration on 
that ; and as the sum will be heavy, I think we should make a 
share concern o't. The first building ought to be of a hand- 
some, a very handsome description. I would not reckon for it 
less than ten thousand pounds sterling. If you have never 
been in Bath, in England, I have been — " 

*^ But what is this costly building intended for ?" 

" A hotel, to be sure." 

" A hotel ! What is your discovery, Mr. Waft ?" 

The Baillie looked round to see that he might not be over- 
heard, and pronounced in my ear, with a triumphant whisper 
— " A physic well ! — a prime doser ! — when I tasted it first, I 
drank too much — Oh, heavens, what I suffered !" 

It thus appeared that he had discovered a salt spring on the 
bank of a lake about ten miles off in the woods, and that h^ 
proposed to raise another Bath, Cheltenham, or Saratog^^ 
around it. His scheme was to buy the land from the Alban^ 
Land Company, to whom it belonged, and build in the first in^ 
stance a grand hotel. Nor was the notion without feasibility' 
considering how much of late years it has been the practice of 
the inhabitants of the southern states to come in droves during 
the sickly season northward, to the mineral springs, and that a 
new place was perhaps wanted : when, however, upon cross- 
questioning, I found the spring was a strong salt one, another 
diought came ' into my head, but I did not explain it to the 
Baillie ; on the contrary, seeming to fall in with his project, I 
impressed upon him the necessity of still keeping the discovery 
secret ; and lest some other person should also find the spring, 
that we should ourselves go together the first fine day to ex- 
amine the place, and bring away a bottle or two of the water, 
in order to have it tested by a doctor. 

To all this he readily assented, saying — '* But what are you 
to give me in the first instance for telling you ? I ought to 
haye a luck penny down in hand, as the price of letting you 
know the place." 

There was sotnethinglike reason in this stipulation, and after 
a diseuflrioo, it was covenanted, that if the water proved likely 
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to b3 turniBd to a profitable accountf be should Iwye a hundred 
dollars for his discovery, provided a purchaae vraa made of the 
spot from the Land Company. Th« bargain we in^liraeBted in 
writing the same day, by a minute of agreement whicJ^ Mr. 
Herbert drew up, to whom I confided my S6icret iatention, 
The day after the next to that was fixed for the inspection e£ 
the place ; the nature of the business requiring the utmost de- 
spatch, for, by this time, it was far in the year, the auddle of 
November, and the young men of the settlement were crflan 
out a-gunning in the wUdemess, and there was a chanee of 
some of them falling in with the spring. 

I{ may be thought that it showed a hasty predilection for 
specs, to begin, so soon after my arrival with a you^ wile^ to 
meditate the establishment of salt-works, for it was to de that 
my mind secretly inclined whenever I heard the water was 
saline ; but I had my eldest son to provide to, and 1 thought it 
would be as well, all things serving, to take the matter up for 
him at once : upon coosultrng Mr. Hoskinsy bethought so loo, 
and much regretted that the condition of his shin prevented him 
from going with us to the inspection. 

The courteous reader, who sends to the shop or store,and gets 
his salt-box filled fi)r a few cents, has no right idea of the im- 
portance which it was possible the Baillie's discovery might 
prove to a new community, and therefore cannot properly syra* 
pathize with the anxiety I felt from the moment he divulged it, 
lest my scheme should be anticipated. He may, indeed, think 
there was little discretion in undertaking a ten^miles joucney 
into the wilderness, considering how illrqwdified 1 am^ endure 
fatigue ; and so I thought myself before it was ended : but it is 
the infirmity of my nature, that nothing can be properly don^, 
especially of a speculative kind,) in which I happen to engage, 
unless I have myself a finger in the pie. However, we aiade 
f 11 befitting preparations ; threo trusty men were hired to cany 
our provisions and blankets ; and on account of the uooertain^ 
of November weather, both the Baillie and 1 carried eaefa an 
extra covering. My son Robin, who pleaded bard lo b^ of 
the party, and was allowed, undertook to carry his own provi- 
sions and blanket ; and, that our enterprise might not atlnct 
notice, we agreed the arrangements should be ma4o at Balel- 
mandel ; and that we should start firom that village, akhouf^ it 
was at least a mile farther from the spring than Judiville, inde- 
pendent of the distance between it and Judirille. 

When aU was in ordev, we went to Babdmwadel on the ere- 
nipgjpreoeding the day appointed^ that w» mgU b« Mftdf to 
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set out into the Bush betimes in the morning; but I mnst 
eonPsBSf that I was not altogether well content with myself for 
leaving my stranger-wife so soon among strangers ; and I had 
a mifli^ving of coniideilee towards the Baillie, suspecting we 
:9houla tnd his swan but a goose after all. 



CHAPTER III. 



— — - — ^ I'll lead you about, around, 
Through bog, throujrh bash, through brake, through briar !" 

% 

We rose before the sun : it was a sharp, purple morning, 
as if the cold air had given Aurora the complexion of a dairy- 
maid abroacj too early. In so far, to me, it was not disagree- 
abliB, for the toil of walking in the woods has ever been great 
to my loose, shuffling feet ;' and the clambering over prostrate 
trees and cradle-heaps, with my brief legs, is always warm 
work. The behaviour of John Waft was not, however, satis- 
factory ; he walked a little off on the one side from Robin 

arid me, and was not, it seemed, in a convefsible humour. 

But I was resolved not id hjive my trouble for nothing, so I 
began to jeer him for taking us a gowk's errand, and to make 
light of the mare's-nest he was conducting us to see. He, 
however, took no heed of what I said, but plodded oh straight- 
forward with his compass in his hand, so that, what with his 
sullen silence, and the rising wind, and the rough, untrodden 
road, our morning's journey was not much calculated to soften 
the austerity of ray reflections ; in short, before we had been 
out two hours, during which we did not travel quite four miles, 
I was growing testy and fretful : but for plain shame, I would 
have returned. 

When we had come to the sixth mile blaize, a boundary 
mark on a pine, we- halted to take some refreshment, near a 
fine spring that came hopping and leaping, as it were with 
gladness, out of a rock. This was in a part of the forest where 
1 had never been, and it was a place that seemed to have been 
made on purpose for travellers to rest at. Here we tarried 
some time, and the Baillie being, for so long, relieved of his 
care in bracing the road, resumed his wonted pleasing looks 
and quaint pawkrie, by which he, in a great measure, lestored 

11» 
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my comfort. The day however was efidently overcaat ^ the 
thickly«ifiterwoveo baakatting of tba arboroua vauka above w^ 
prevented the sky from being seen ; but we knew by the deep- 
ened gioom aroundy and by seeing no abadowa among the 
bougns, that the sun was obscured. The wind» wUcb had 
been a brisk steady breeze from the time of our departure, 
soughing through the forest like the sound of a rookery in the 
woods of an old Scottish castle* began to grow gusty, and to 
have an utterance more like the breaking of waves on the 
shore ; which I did not much like, for in that period of the 
year such mutations in the wind often betoken snow ; never- 
theless, as we only wanted four miles from the fountain of 
Esculapius, as the Baillie had named the spring, we girded the 
loins of resolution, and went manful^ forward. 

Before we had proceeded above &alf-way, the snow came 
on ; it was the first of the season, small and dry as sand, and 
cruel as salt. At first it was very slight, but as penetrating, as 
an evil spirit : gradually it came thicker and faster, and we 
were often fain to take momentary shelter behind a tree, while 
the rasping wreath swirled by upon the blast It was what is 
called a paudri^ and it raised our faces as it were with wool or 
tow cards ; besides that anguish, it was as blinding as duet in 
March, and several times we nearly lost our way. Still, set- 
ting a stout heart to a steep brae, we however struggled on, 
and after some time reached the shores of the lake into whioh 
the spring ran. But never saw I such a scene of desolatian. 

The shores and woods around were grajly sprinkled with 
snow ; the waters of the lake were dingy and troubled ; and 
the merciless blasts, with their wintry scaris, were careering 
along the surface. There was no sound but the plashing of 
the water, and the groaning of the woods, and now and then 
the crash of some unrooted tree falling in the forest. 

Iliis dismal sight caused us to mend our pace ; and keeping 
as close to the shore of the lake as we could, with a quick 
eye on all sides to guard against fallen trees, we at last reached 
the fountain. 

«So, Baillie," said I, when I saw it, <*this is the spring!" 

<< And is't no' a noble gush ?" exclaimed the exnlting 
bodie, though his lips were ahnost glued with the cold, and the 
icle at his nose was considerable. 

To do turn jttsticet he had for once practised no deceit; it 
was indeed a vast spring and imcomwaonly salt. My sop was 
stooping to take a draught of it in mera thoughtlessMSB, when 
the B«Slie pulled him hastily back, dyiogy ^<If.ye hafe any 
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regard for your inside, I redde you take care how ye drink 
thatpickte.'' 

The eoki wsa so intense that we could not remain long on 
the wpoi ; but having filled our bottles as the ftdr maiden did 
her pitcher^ at the well of the world's end, we had recourse 
to our store and brandy bottle» of which we really stood in 
need ; fon aldmugh our journey was only between ten and 
deren mileS) it hiul taken us upwards of eight hours to tratel 
it, so rough was the road» and so ill was I at the traveling. 
But notwithstanding the coldness, 1 was in high glee, and iidl 
of ipoMsB hopes, and humoured the Baillie, ss he pointed out 
to me where the hotel should be placed, and a niost ^igible 
. situation for a row of buildings to &ce the lake. I allowed 
him to go on with his castle building, but my own plan was 
filed, and I was only anxious to be home, and to make a bar- 
gain for the land with the Land Company, if the water proved 
on experiment fit £or making salt. But Nature, tbroi]^ the 
limited strength of man, restricts the endeavours of avarice 
and ambition. 

The resting had stiffened my limbs, and when we rose witli 
our ftces homewards, I felt that it was an utter impossibility 
for me to travel much farther that evening. It is true, we did 
not expect to reach Babelmandel : we had provided- ourselves 
for passing the night in the wood ; but we had reckoned on 
getting so far as to reach it in sufficient time next day to 
enable me to try what bargain I would make with the land- 
office in Napoleon before going home. 

But to spend that wild and howling night unsheltered on the 
banks of the roaring and dismal lake was terrible even to ima- 
gine, while the occasional avalanche of the falling trees warned 
08 of the dangers we had to encounter in the woods : after 
holding a council of war, we resolved to trust in Providence, 
and I made the best effort a willing heart could do in the sore 
labour, as it was to me, of retracing our steps. 

Our returning was in some respects less severe than our 
going ; the wind was on our backs, and the air within the Bush 
was milder than on the bleak shore, but I was so exhausted 
that it became necessary to halt,- while we had yet a good hour 
of daylight before us. The place we seleeted to pitch our 
tent— if I may say so for tent we had none— was the middle 
of a growth oif low young tisdber, which had sprung up after 
a wiml M or a fire— we ehoso it because it was at some dis- 
tance from the large trees, among which the increasing wind 
was making tremendous hawic. 
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Here the provkioii-bearerB with their axes sockd cleared a 
spot sufficiently spacious, on which we constructed a shanty 
with bark and branches ; and» having kindled a fire, made our- 
selves a» comfortable as we could for the night. Soon after 
dark the wind began to abate,' and the saow, instead of con- 
tinuing that searching and remorseless powder which entered 
every crevice, changed into broad and chnstian-hke ilakte, 
which lodging on the bark roof of our habitation, added much 
to its snugness. All, therefore, promised well ; and we were 
too numerous to dread wolves or bears ; and as for the snakes, 
on such a night we knew they were all laid up, and knotted in 
their wintry dens. < 

It was our hope, as the wind changed at sun-down, that 
before midnight the soow would cease ; but in this we were 
grievously disappointed, and long before midnight we had great 
cause for alarm. The flakes continued to fall thicker and 
heavier ; long before the moon rose, and she rose at ten, the 
snow was more than a foot deep around us ; a sad prospect to 
me who was so poor a pedestrian. I had, however, made up 
my mind to pass the night as happily as I could ; I had placed 
myself in the hands of Providence, and therefore had I no fear ; 
and I comforted my son and those about me when they express- 
ed their apprehensions, saying we know not what a day may 
bring forth. 

Baillie Waft however, as the snow continued to fall, grew 
more and more alarmed, and at last worked himself into a 
state of desperation. He could not rest in the shanty, but, 
although the trees rendered it impossible to see the heavens, 
went continually out and in, in the hope of discovering some 
sign of change. 

On one occasion, believing tbere was some softening in the 
air, he stepped a little farther than usual from the shanty ; 
and, in gazing about, stumbled against something and fell, at 
which he uttered one of the wildest cries ever heard on the 
face of the earth. We instantly all bolted up and ran to him. 
and to our horror found him, by the dim scad of the snow, 
sprawling over the body, and among the legs and paws, of a 
huge bear, too sleepy and benumbed to do him any harm^ He 
was soon extricated ; but before we could get the axes ready 
to despatch bruin, the brute had so far shaken off its lethargy 
as to be able to effect a retreat into the thicket, whither it was 
not deemed convenient in the darkness and a snow-storm to 
follow it. . 

It was, however, no accession to our comfort to know what 
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sort of neighbour we had so near ; but the adventure happen- 
ing to the Baillie, put us all in good humour ; ao we heaped 
beah logs upon the fire, and I for one, wrapped in ray blanket, 
enjoyed several hours of comfortable sleep» though 1 dreamed 
that my wife was dead, and laid at my back as cold as the 
clay. 



CHAPTER IV. 

^' In my schooldays, when I had lost one shaft, 
I shot his fellow of the eelf-«anie fligfat 
The s»lf-nime way, with more advised watch 
TofindtitooHMrlbfth." 

As thie day be|ppEui to dawn T awoke ; du snow was stiM 
falUngi but tbt wind was solemnly lolled* The silence was 
vwfiil-^t was dead, and Nalore lay cadaverous in a winding- 
slMet Once, indeed, I heard the wood-partridge drumming 
on a neighboutinfif tree, a muffled hollow sound which reminded. 
n» of the aaUing of .a coffin. As I stood at the door of the 
shanty, thrilling with desolate fancies, the labouring forest, op- 
pressed with the wintry weight, fetched aa it were a deep and 
wwury breath in adjusting its burden, and the snow fell in dumb 
nMSses around, as numerous as the yellow leaves in antuiton, 
sug g est i ng spectre thoughts about the end of all things. It was 
altogether soch a morning as may be when the death of univer- 
sal life shall have come. 

Tbs snow reached above my knees, and we were still up- 
wards ef eight miles from Babelmandel : as it had fallen so 
eariy, it was thought it would not stay long ; and we had some 
idea, oor provisions being still suffici^it for two days, to remain 
where we were, in the hope of a thaw ; but Baillie Waft sen- 
^bly remariced, ^' What if another snow-storm come before it ?' ' 
This settled the question. After having taken breakfast, we 
prepared for the road, but in less desultory array than when 
we took the field. 

The BaiUie, as coaq)ass-bearer» of course led the vaii^no 
umk could do the duty more carefully. He carried the in- 
stmrnent eautioosly in the palm of his out-stretched band, and 
wkhoat Qtleritig a word, as on the preceding day, he studiously, 
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and with undeviating eye, followed the pointing of the needle. 
The men with the burdens went next, and then my son, and last 
of all, to have the benefit of their trodden path, I hirpled in 
the rear. 

It would fatigue the indulgent reader to recount the toil and 
hardships of that journey, the indescribable labour of the Bush 
travelling being increased manifold by the deep snow. Our 
exertions never accomplished so much as a mile an hour, and 
the effect to our limbs was more grievous than if we had walked 
Rve ; but still we got on, and were cheered by the hope of 
reaching Babelmandel that night, especially as the snow about 
sunrise gradually ceased to fall ; but as we advanced, the snow^ 
became deeper and deeper, until we had' great reason, to fear 
we should find it impassable. I kept my heart alive as well 
as the bravest of the company ; but as the snow deepened, I 
felt at times a touch of dismay. The courage, howeverr with 
which the indefatigable Baillie undauntedly led the van, was a 
heartening example : I would have been a caitiff vile, had I 
allowed myself to quail behind so bold a captain. But though 
eflbrt may deserve success, who can contend with his fate ? 

We came to a place where a sanall brook ran black across 
our path, it seer? ed scarcely more than a yard in width ; the 
stream was a mere dribble— a child would not have swithered 
to step over it, nor did the Baillie ; but these swalerunnels are 
often deceptive, and it was so in this instance ; the brook itself 
was small> but its miry margins were wide and deep. 

The Baillie, in jumping across with the compass in his hand, 
alighted on a fallacious stool of mud, and plunged down into 
the mire above his knee, by which he was thrown forward, and 
the compass was dashed in pieces against a* stone. My mis- 
fortune in doing the same thing was also great. By the ex- 
ertion, ihe two buttons on the back part of the waistband of 
my decencies were torn off. Let no man smile at this as a 
trifie, but add to the catalogue of human miseries, '^ walking 
through an American forest in the snow, having lost the hold- 
fasts of your braces." It was not; however, when the accident 
happened, that the extent and efiects of the damage 1 had sus- 
tained were appreciated ; for then we were all too much dis- 
concerted by the destruction of the compass, at it happened 
to be our only one. 

There was great thoughtlessness in bringing but * a single 
compass : I never imagined such a thing possible, for my 90a 
had laid in a store of mathematical instrumeints while we were 
in London ; and I reckoned, that on such an expeditioii he 
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would not neglect to bring a compass with him. But he had ; 
and theie we were, on the untrodden snow, and in the pathless 
wood, as completely astray at once, as if we did not know our 
right hands from our left. 

For some time we stood in consternation, looking at one 
another, till Baillie Waft, almost beside himself, gave a shrill 
laugh of affliction, with the tears hopping down his cheeks, 
and cried, '^ Oh dear ! if we die on the snow, the wolves will 
eat us." 

'^ And they'll have but a tough job with you," said I sharply, 
for it was not an occasion to encourage disconsolate councils. 

As Babelmandel lay in a sauth-easterly direction from us, 
one of the men suggested that we might reach it by carefully 
observing the moss on the northern side of the trees, but L was 
decidedly averse to the attempt. The obstinate fellow, how- 
ever, persisted in his opinion, and left us. 

Our situation* grew every moment more terrible. After 
some fruitless marvelliog, we all became silent : deserted by 
hope and human reason, 1 fell upon my knees and implored 
Divine aid, which was instantly vouchsafed. 

" Friends r' cried i, starting up, "Providence has put a 
thought into my head that may help us. We have followed 
the compass in a straight, line through the snow ; let us. go 
back along our tract some distance,^ and set up sticks for 
pickets. By looking along them in the direction of our way, 
we shall see what trees we should pass by ; and thus, although 
we may not exactly reach Babelmandel, by keeping a little to 
the left we must assuredly come somewhere upon the road, 
between it and Judiville." 

This providential inspiration cheered all hearts ; and lament- 
ing the rashness of the unfortunate man who had left us, we 
immediately set to work, and were proceeding with confidence, 
when it began to snow again, threatening to obliterate our path ; ^ 
the wind, too, began to roar in the trees, and we heard around 
us the crash of several falling ; but the most dismal circum- 
stance was the drifting of the snow, by which the tract was 
overwhelmed, and my companions- cast into the depths of de- 
spair. One of the men became frantic, and was with difficulty 
prevented from cleaving poor Mr. Waft with his axe. The 
Baillie, equally wild, threw himself on the ground, and rolled 
about in an ecstasy of terror ; my son stood composed, care- 
fully observing me, and the other man sat down in the lea of 
a fallen tree, and, drawing his blanket around him, awaited in 
silence what the Lord might be pleased to do for us. I alone 
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WW calm Mid cottscte^ ; tiieliearteiiing I iiad received hj the 
axmwer 8o«p6edi^j gi^^en to my prayer, comforted rae with an 
asraranoe fhat we would yec be preserved. Nor was this fiiith 
vain ; for while I was standing ruefully looking a^und, a 
wounded deer^ tracking the snow with his blood, suddenly 
bounded* by, and convinced us that a hunter could not be far 
off. <* Let us halloo, friends,*^ exclaimed I ; '^ and make a 
noise ; "perhaps we- may be heard, notwithstanding the roarii^ 
of the wind." We did so, and were answered by a gun ; at 
tlie report we haste&ed forward in the direction from which it 
came, and hallooed again. This brought a dog towards us ; 
it belonged to the Cockspurs. Presently we heard another 
shot, and almost immediately after Mr. Oliver Cocksptir 
appeared is sight. We were rescued, and returned thanks for 
our deliverance on the spot. But the unfortunate man who 
]]ad so rashly left us perished in the snow, or was devoured by 
wild beasts, for he was never more heard of, though some say 
that bones were found supposed to have been his. 



CHAPTER V. 

*^ Now I but chide, but I should use thee worse. 
For thou, I fear, hast given me cause to curse .'^ 

Mr. Oliver Cocksfur had a pocket-compass, and rejoiced 
not' a little in being the agent of our preservation. He reani- 
mated our exhausted spirits, and put new vigour in our wea- 
ried limbs, by the glad tidings of our being within a mile of 
Napoleon, which, by the course we had taken, was consider- 
ably nearer t^an Babelmandel. 

As he appeared to wonder a good deal at what could have 
been the object of our journey, especially when he heard we 
had spent the night in the Bush, I let him partly into my con- 
fidence ; and never was a time better chosen for any communi- 
cation, for he had his tests with him — it being a rule and habit 
with him and his brother never to go into the forest without 
them ; «o that, before reaching Napoleon, my business was in 
a manner determined, fqr the water proved excellent brine, and 
I resoh ed to purchase the land at onee. 

Accordingly, though in need of rest and refreshment, I sent . 
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d» p»fty 00 to the tftiNfroy to older Home repast to be pvepared, 
and vettt nqrtelf straight to the l^nd-ofifee, wliere 1 made an 
extnMnBnary diseovery of the cunning of BaiJlie Waft. On | 

speaking' to the Agent for the lot of land, which 1 describe as 
wdt as I oDuld, for we did not happen to notice any of the | 

surreyor's marks and monuments — indeed^ the weather was 
such we could not look for them ; he mentioned Mr. Waft 
had been with him some time before, with a proposal to dis- 
close the secret <^ a mineral discovery he had made on the i 
shores of the lake ; but the agent having no faith in his judg- 
meaty did not listen to , his proposition. It was, therefore, ' 
most Ifortunate that I had sent him on to the tavern ; for had 
he been with me, suspicions might have arisen, as well as 
troublesome ciossKjuestioning, a thing which I do not like ; I 
had really enough of it as it was, for the Agent expressed his 
surprise that I should think of buying only one lot of land so 
far from the settlements. ) got off, however, pretty well, by 
reminding him of my new wife ; and that^ as Jndiville was 
tot becoming a great town, we might need a country-house in 
time for our intended young family \ observing, that the spot 
was a situation with which I was greatly taken, 

** On which side of the lake ?" said he. 

*' The south." ^ 

<< The south ! why the land there is very indifferent, not half 
so good as on tiie northern side; and I understand there is a 
vile, unwholesome, brackish marsh. How came you to think 
of the south ?" 

Here I was a little puzzled ; but I said, *' Because I like to 
look on the bright side of things. If you build your house on 
the northern buik of a river or lake, you have always the sun 
in your eyes, and must shut your windows during the best part 
of the day, while the shadow of every object you look upoais 
turned towards you ; whereas, from the southern side, all is 
the reverse, and the windows of the houses opposite sparkle 
like stars ; a beautiful sight when you are sitting '\n the cool 
shade." 

Having thrown this dust in his eyes, I complained of my 
fatigue, which was no joke, and got a bargain for three hun- 
dred acres quickly concluded. So much land was not wanted 
for my special purpose ; but I thought, in time, the salt-works 
would breed a village, perhaps a town, and the cost was not 
considerable for even so remote a speculation — especially as I 
paid nothing for the spring— of which nothing was kndwii in 
the office, and I kept my thumb upon 't. 

Vol. 11.-12 
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I 

I.w^m to the tajtwrolind jmed tfaeoteeri, wh#ee.it.vMMi«dlitc> 
9etk wtiait I bad to say to tbo Baillifi ler kis douliMMisipi. 

<'So, Mr. Waftt*' a^id I, '<ye'v6 a alitk i)«nd st^secfet aeU- 
iqg : can you expect to get tbe huadnd doll«rB# alter hating 
befm already hawking your wece Umm door to door ?" 

** But I did not sell't though ; nobody nns^ the: wiser by my 
telling J[ had a seeret to setf.'* 

** True ; but y^ told enough to 'waken cuidomty. We^sfaaJi 
see what a price the Ageitf will ask for the land» when he has 
ejydoved the shores of the lake, and found out your pfaysic- 
wdil, ^ur fountain of iEsenhipius^ I douht^ my Iraendt it was 
a rainy day yon, when you took your hen for sale to the land- 
office. In ^rt, Mr. VVa{t» I never was fnere^onfiNHiDdiBdtkwi 
when the Agent told me you bad been with him^— fiar y^n know 
welly sir, that had you stated the fact, I never would hare 
underti^en the fatigue and hazard of this, dreadful jonroet^." 

" Oh, Mr. Todd," was the reply, " ye need na mount yoor 
high horse to ride me down in that way. What I haveshown 
you was a secret ; and, saving among ourselves, is a secret 
still. Nay, nay^ Mr. Todd, thy hundsed dollars are as safe for 
me as if they were in my own pouch.'* 

" But the land, spring and all, are sold. What do you say 
to that?" 

^ If that's the case, then I will say there is less honour and 
mon roguery in tins world than ought to be. Ayi the land 
sold— and the spring likewise ! Who can be the bnyer 1 Ho 
you think he knows the quality of the water ?" 

"Just as wen as I do, Mr. Waft." 

" Dear me, dear me, Mr. Todd, but that's pathetiosi. Wjio 
can be the purchaser ? Surely, Mr. Semiiie woirid never be 
i^tyofthat." 

"Mr. Waft,^" exclaimed I, "can I credit -BMy ears; did 
yon tell Mr, Semple too ? In the name of honesty, how would 
you think of taking me in in such a maimer ?" 

" ^®®1> Mr. Todd, if ye'll be quiet, and no bow-wow at me^ 
I H teU you the Gude's truth. Ye see, ye were not come here 
—ye were oa the .p^ls of your voyage, and Mr. Sempte is a 
q^in^ BMD, and most liberal, as every one ktiows «ho deals 
wlthhM^ which is mor^ia, a certain sCTsethan canbesasdof 
yo«- So I thought, if 1 could turn a penny by bim, I iwas 
WMajjr M> oWigatioii to wiait for you. Now that^s die jMs 
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trade ; aoi^;ifter«oiiie ikrtfaer jeenng, I toid knui tlie Imd iMte 
sacuted Ivjr imv and that he ahondi Jkanfe the irandrcd ddttlnr ; 
but while we weie apeaking, ooeof 4&e olerkB horn te Lan^- 
office come for me in gveat hastet to beg I waidd give mp ^ 
agraementy as tin Comfianf at Albany had just aent ordmt>ii 
n6 account to dispose lol that particular piece of kod, tad the 
letter was ia the office, tboagh unopened by the Agent, white 
I was making thebargain. 

Qn h^fing this, I obsenred Bailiie Waft fidgetty and uneasy^ 
aad 'finally snatching his staff fnom the corner where he halA 
placed it, he left the room^ aiid we saw no more of him tft 
some time. 

tt appeared that be had opened a oorrespondenee with the 
Oompaiiy^.and, in the bope of a reward, had iiaekMed the se- 
cret, an^ described the situation of the spring ; but not receiving 
a satis&etory answer, he came to me. So thai, had I not exer^ 
cised my wonted alertness, I m^ht have been cut <^ from the 
happiest chance which had yet befall^i my faoiily ;— I say 
family, because, content with what the store and the land spec 
iaad done for myself, 1 only laboured in the affair of the salt- 
workB for the beneit of my eldest son. 



CHAPTER VI. 

»8baUIabide 
In thif doll world, which, in thy absence, it 
No better tluia a fity« ?" 

On reaching home, where great anxiety during the snow- 
storm had been felt for us all, I found an important event had 
taken place. The twr> Cockspors, perceiving that in the pro- 
secution of their Country improvements it would not be in their 
power, particularly durifng the winter, to be much with their 
mother, bad signified to her they would no longer oppose her 
uBipn witfi Mr. Herbert. On the morWing after my return, 
that gendeman called' to inform me of this; and it was deter- 
mined between us, that no time should be lost in completing 
thomavnage/ 

No event, which did not directly aflfect myself, ever gave me 
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to m^ pUssure as Uiis^ v It J3eeBB6d.to me all that waa neeo?- 
aary to consummate the happiness of a moat excellent aiui 
aidmirable person ; and I had many a consullatioa with my 
better balf^ as to what We ought to do, in order to show our 
esteem for the gentleman, and the lady on the occauon of their 
wedding. Not that, it was to be distinguished, by any inordi- 
nate doingr^-quite the reverse. Il was, in every way, to be 
brought about as an ordinary occurrcoce ; but we were anxious 
iQ present ihem with some testimonial of our respect. It was 
singular, howerery and we have often since both spoken of it. 
that qotwithstanding our earnestness, we never came to any 
agreement concerning what the complinient should be ; whicbw 
it must be allowed, was remarkable, — it was ominous. 

An early day was fixed for the ceremony, Mr. Bell was be- 
spoken to peiiorm it, and all the niek-kiaacky preparati<Mi3 
usual on such dccasions were sedately going forward. But 
three days before the time appointed, a tremendous drifting 
snow-storm came on. Mrs. Cockspur, at the time, was with 
my wife, and, in tlie hope it would abate towards the evening, 
consented to spend the afternoon at our house. But the burn- 
cane continued to increase ; the violence of the wind was 
hideous ; no person of Mrs. Cockspur's years could wrestle 
with it ; it tore the roofs off the unfinished buildings, scatter- 
ing all things that came within the sweep and swirl of its skirts. 

Some two or three hours after dark, the outrageous Mast 
began to lower his horns, and to forbear his tossings, inso- 
much that Mrs. Cockspur thought, with my help and Mr. 
Herbert's, she would venture to her own house, though the 
skies were as black as a pall, and the road, filled with ridges 
of the drifted snow, was as an ocean suddenly frozen in the 
rage of a storm : we accordingly got her made up as comfort* 
ably for the undertaking as possible, and my son Charles went 
before us with a lantern : we had not, however, proceeded 
above half-way, when we all began to repent of having left 
the house, for we stumbled in apiong the ruins of a large 
framed building which the wind had driven over into the street, 
and in which the snow lay piled in huge gatherings. 

Not having heard of the accident, we found ourselves en- 
tangled in the wreck before we had any idea of what it was i 
and the more we endeavoured to extricate ourselves, we plunged 
deeper into difficulties, till poor Mrs. Cockspur becjame so 
alarmed and exhausted that she could make no farther eier- 
tion. Lights and aids were soon obtained, and in the end she 
was Ufled o^t of her perilous situatifffi and parried bomoi but 
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Next day she was very ill : in addition to a dreadfbi coid 
and IS»n»v«^ bad reomed a eodtusion €«ttiie aiii^i that made 
iier oiMbld to taise bM right kaaid, er «?dli lo mo^e H without 
gofiMmg: great fMiit. Tfa» disittm of li«r faffiity and of if K 
Herbert was unspeakable ; kfty alHi^t^ imnie^aie dai^ 
wa9 ootapfittehetidedf M^\ there was oaode 40 dread the Worst 
9» lon^ as the i^ter ^eontiaued to increase. 

ikk tlm dttf tfpmmed C^t the w^ddii^, her Bpp^^t^te be- 
oame ailarming, her ey«s sank iieep in their sodtets, her teeth 
seattiec^ito b^ pratruded, and altogethcpr she was Mora 6k6 tha 
embuhoaed mhabitant of « tomb ^an a breathing' ChiMbv. 

Mr« Herbert was not prie»ent, but only Mrs. Todd and my* 
seK wbeii that fHghtAil chung^ took phice. Seeing death so 
manifest, I went for Mr. HeHyert^ and, as calmly as I could, 
prepared him fbr the e?ent fast coming. H^ aecompanled 
me hack to the house ; but a(^iough I ba# doleiiml]^ Warned . 
bim of the great alteration, and It had be^me m<!fi^ aMd 
darmg^the spaeie of my absence, he waift so shocked oti eiyfeif* 
itig the Mk-chamber, that it waJB whh difiicalty We got hifn 
pia«ed in a chair at the b^d-side. 

The afflicted lady looked at him^ a«id, it would seem, in^ 
tended to smile ; but her features became so horrible and 
ghastly, that he covered his hands with his face, and exclaimed, 
*< Oh God f— Nor could I myself look on the dreadful sight. 

Mrs. Todd, who had attended her first husband in his last 
illness, afterward told me that in his case there had been a 
similar transformation of the coamtenance, but that after death 
^ the features resumed their original cast. She was much calmer 
than I was ; and the two jmiag g^ntlanen and their sister 
being summoned into the room, she chopped the curtains, that 
they might not see what death was about. 

After contemplating the dying bdy for a short tiaie, I took 
the Idierty of requesting all present) but Mr. Herbert to leave 
tbe'roem : the patient heard what i said, and notioncd! fot 
heiHdNldnK) to come near to her. By this time her voice waa 
ioandible ; but she appearedr to be quite' sensible of her situa*- 
tioB, and to be endowed' with more strangth than her haggard 
visage indicated. Sbe^ folded the haada of the three within 
her own, and uttered something, no doubt her last blessing 
upon them, and then she ngnified they might retire. Then, 
when they had quitted the room, she meticmed to Mr. Herbert 
to draw eiosetoi her, amlalBo folding hit land aKithin her's^a 
12* 



13^ - LAfmm xopiK. 

troflil bmst of tears rushed into her 67089 asd looldag jap voim 
face, uttered a fearful sound of sorrow, a feeble hoUaw hovlr 
aod expired. 

Mr. Herbert looked at the dead calmly and ki sU^ice for 
some time ; be then drew bis band across his eyes, and his 
te^rs began to flow ; but bis grief was at bis beart,«nrbe«boiiTOd 
no other sign of impassiraied sorrow* 

^ My fate," said be,tumiDg towards me, "is now consumf 
mated ! Disappointment has done its utmost, and it has been 
wonderful in its constancy, and unchained in Its character. 
Often, often has my cup been filled, and dashed away as often in 
its brief passage tp the lip. Oh, Sophia ! — ^but I shall n^t tany 
long, and when I die our. friend will see us laid together ; 
there, when all-confusing time bath mingled guv dost, may 
never herb arise ! — ^barren should be (lie grave of fruitless 
hopes and a heart so withered as mine." 

He then rose and went away to his own residence : with 
great kind feeling the Cockspurs requested, him at the funevi^ 
to do the duty of chief-mourner ; when it was over, he re* 
turned home ; and on the seventh day afler, I did the same sad 
duty for him, and I plac^ him by the side of her whom he bail 
loved so well. The town were all there, and tears were that 
day shed from many an eye that had long forgotten to w»ep. 



CHAPTER II. 

> '* You have too much respect apon the world ; 
• . . They lose it that do buy it with much care.'' 

I 

Tbb death of Mr. Herbert, apart altogether from the an- 
guish of heart with which his sad and simple story affected all 
^who knew him, was to me a great loss : happening so sooa 
after my return, before ,^ere was time to fall into my wonted 
custom, it' occasioned me a great deal of trouUe. I could not, 
however, bring my mind to business while any thing remained 
to be done in his personal concerns ; and had it not been for 
the kind conduct of Mr. Oliver Cockspur, who really acted as 
if, he had been the son of the deceased, 1 would have found 
myself in no small measure of perplexity. For Mr. Herbert 
Idt several relations, and he had made a little money an tbe 
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Bmk : after wbat I had advanced him was repaid, the adjust- 
menty though a small affair, wa^ noost vexatious. However, 
Mr. Oliver took it off oiy hands, and managed it in the end to 
the satisfaction of all parties. 

. Another grievous tribulation arose from his loss as manager 
of the Bank,— no where could his equal be fouid ; and when I, 
at the request of Mesis. Haarlem and Breugle, stepped into 
his place until another could be got, the difficidtj I felt myself 
in, on all points of the business, was unspeakable. Not that 
bankkg is a craft requiridg a great stretch of understanding, 
for. in that respect my store affairs were as the mysteries of 
Egypt, and needing the wisdom of the Chaldees- excelloice, as 
compared with it ; but it demands a particularity of attrition, 
wMch does not well accord with my nature ; — ^in truth, it is a 
trade I never eould highly, venerate, having uniformly observed 
that bankers were a ckuss oi the commercial communitj more 
remarkable than any others for the narrowness of their know- 
ledge, and the straitened circumstances of their intellectuals. 
However, there was I placed by that mournful event, behind 
the Bank counter, and so tethered to the spot that I had not a 
minute to spare for a crack with a neighbour, though his news 
were ever so interesting. 

Mr. Hoskins, too, caused me also to have « great ded to do 
in his particular affairs. Being confined to his chamber by a 
sore leg, and being of> a disposition not to believe any thing 
could he well done that he did not see to himself, it is not to be 
told how he fretted. In short, the first six months after re- 
turning from my visit to the old country, and in which I had 
count^ on many days of pleasantry and pastime with my 
daughters and their new mother, was of all the periods of my 
life the most beset with importunate cares. Indeed, had it 
not been for the cheerfulness which Mrs. Todd kept up in the 
house, and her kind endeavours to stop the plagues of such 
manifold business at the outside of the door, I verily thiok I 
must have gone demented. But in her calm and sensible con- 
versation I was indemnified for many troubles : in thnfl and 
houseboldry she was not perhaps so eager as her predecessor, 
still to a vexed man she was a more agreeable companion — ^in 
this respect, I think, she wa»more so than even Mrs. Cockspur 
would have been, who was certainly. Til allow, her superior in 
many refined ways, above all, in the fine style of lady-like 
English which she spoke ; an accomplishment which per- 
suited me that no gentlewoman can ever be properly genteel 
tliat speaks with tiie Scottish accent— -whatever may be the 
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vkkam snd meoti •£ ber «thanielt»v finr Mrs. T«di kf in fmm 
of Tinues and meffHa^ isfex&or to iioii«. !• goodneM of fa«Mrt 
BkecMiHot be po^lleledf and tlie kiteresWl nof say the afibe^ 
tion — she evinced towards Miss Volumma CocksfMir^ailer tile 
death td the distresMd lassie^s OMitb^r^ was not in the pcMrer 
o£ a mother to have excelled : I bavt^no dottbt thatit helped Id 
hasten on that oonneKiim which is now haf^ily estabtieihMl be- 
tween the two faidittesy wl^di began to kttbe soon after lii^ in- 
terjuent, and ittthis way. 

Miss Vohnonia, being loiiety and melaiiehdlj, was ofim wi^ 
my wife, and in eofisequ^nco an inlamkcj ^tew bSfftween faej* and 
my son Robin, who, though two y^esrs her junior, was y«l a 
handsome, well^town young man, and of an open gan^iiMis 
disposition, which was greatiy taking witb every body wboknew 
him. I was the first who dt3cemed«what was coming to paas, 
nor did it disf^ease me; ^i the eotitrary, it deHghted me ; for 
where was he Mkefy to fall in with a young lady equal to her ? 
and as to the difference in their years, it was, in^my ^pinaon* 
and in that of my wife, a positive advantage. I however made 
an impregnable point, that (hef i^hodd not be married until the 
salt-<woarks were itttrly ealablisbed. In the meaa time, Mr. 
Bradshaw Cockspur was now and then casting a sheep Veye 
at MaJianne; my ^deat daughter, and it was clear to be' seen 
that another wedding waa brewing. 

But in that period of cares and forothaughts, one happ;^ 
event shoukl be noted. My brother, who^ fi«m before the time 
of ray first mamage,* had fallen into such delteate heahh as to 
be obliged to give up his trade and betome a olerfc, came to 
see us from Philadelphia, where he had been aome years in a 
bank, l^ere was a dmall matter in our father's &Aan to be 
settled between us, namely, tlie value of the cottage standing 
in Bonnyl$o>wn-4-*for the good oM man left little more ; and to 
see my prosperity and his new aister-inWaw, as well as to adjust 
diis great inheritance^ he paid us the visit. We had always 
kept up a brotherly correspondmce ; and i was very anxious 
that he should have gone home with me^ but it was not in his 
po^er ; a circumstance which I lamented at the time, as we 
had not for several years met. 

This meeting was a souree of great delight to me ; and trnp- 
pening w^ben it did, I could not but regard it as another of 
those providential events with wbich my life has been so sin- 
gularly distinguished ; n^ile I could not but chide and muraaur 
at myself for not reflecting, that by his having been ao many 
years used «o the banking bniiness be ^ras perhaps <;^ified U^ 
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take Mr. Herbert's {dace, more pBrtieidftrijr whoiit ao turned 
out : for, althiMigfahe w^ not in talent equal to tiiat great, and 
good character, he was yet a steady and prudent man of bun* 
nesei, with quite as much inforraatipn and capacity as the gene- 
rality of bankers commonly possess or stand in need of. 



CHAPTER VI. 

**• Wiell ; he in time may cure to cle&r himself. 
But at this instant he is sick, my lord, 
Of astnuige&yer/' 

Passing by without farther circumstantiality the matters of 
business — I ought, nevertheless, to notice that I narrowly esca- 
ped a tough law-suit with the Albany Land Company, owing 
to the double-dealing of John Wail, and it required some dex- 
terity to get the matter amicably settled—- in the end, however, 
settled it was : and by the time Mr. Hoskins was able to stir 
about again, the construction of the buildings for manufac- 
turing the salt was actively undertaking* In the mean time the 
Baillie had disappeared ; he was never seen at Judivilie from 
the day of our return from the lake ; and it was repOTied, that 
in the expedition he had caught a severe cold, which made it 
doubtful if he would be able to weather the winter. It was 
on the day of Mr. Herbert's funeral that I first heard of his 
iUness ; but thinking it was only a cold by »which he was 
afiected, I paid no particular attention to the news. 

When my tribulations began to subside, after the establish- 
ment of my brother in the Bank, and I had leisure again to 
look abont me, I missed the bodie, and heard with unfeigned 
concem that he was still far from being well. In fact, I never 
had thought there was mudi more the matter with him than 
shame for the way he had acted in the disposal of bis discovery 
of the spring ; and as the question respecting it between mc 
and the Company was adjusted, my wrath did not bom against 
him always, so that I would have been glad to have seen him 
on the old free terms. of banter, gweand take, in which we had 
so long lived. 

But one day his wtte, a afarewdold cariia aaeuooing aahim- 
aelf,.came to our stona, and after sone tome taUc about this 
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with the ooner of her Bhawi, and to wyoe abool the blacic 
prospeet foofne her» uidl wbtt wodd become of ber if the 
gude man was ttkea away ; tfaea aba aotfdy slipped in a word 
or two of cajolleiy anent ii^ fteal fHenckhip to them, 
and finally worked upon my feelings, until she almost per- 
suaded me that the Baillie's heart was breaking for the 
thoughtless manner in which he had incurred my everlasting 
displeasure ; concluding with saying, that it would be a great 
comfort both to her and him, if I would come up some day to 
Babelmandel and speak kindly to him, (or it was hard to say if 
he would ever rise again from his bed. 

Being thus importuned, and having really no malice against 
the man, I offered to visit them the very next day, and in the 
mean time told her to tell him to keep a good heart, and when 
the warm weather came he would be as lively as ever. She, 
howeveri under some pretext or another, which 1 do not reeol- 
leot, declined my visit at the promised time, and fixed another 
day, some four or five off. 

At the time appointed I kept my promise ; and, to convince 
the Baillie 1 was without guile or ili-will towards him, I took 
with me a hundred dollars, to pay him for the disclosute of his 
secret!, aeeovding to our compact. 

On enterim; the room where he hiy, I was grieved and 
showed to see Jum, though eveiy thing but himself was evi- 
detttly put in <order for my reception. There he lay on the bed, 
with oppressed eyelids and a long unshaven beard, groaning 
from tiie depth of his distress. I wondered, considering how 
tidy all around him was, that he had not been in better order : 
I thought his beard might hare been reaped, especially as it ^d 
not appear to be of long gronrtk, not certainly above a day*s 
more than from* the time of Mrs. Waft's visit ; but accor&ig 
to her account he was not able to bear the fatiguei ft neva* 
occurred to me that it was, maybe, a atrategem concerted be- 
tween tbem to work upon my oompassioii. 

I sat down beside him, and spoke softly, while Iftnu Waft 
took her place at hts'fullow, and began to sigh and shed teaxs. 
The afflicted man eould only say, at heanly4tteathed iBtervals 
^^i My good friend — ^kind Mr. Todd^who could have ea* 
peeted this from you ?'' with • many other broken seatenoet of 
malady and txNitritiaii : after some time, I requested to feel fab 
pulse ; and he stretched forth his hand, saying, <'.! baveiiad*a 
wmidarftfl ngvAwt pulse from tbe begiiming of this affliotieD, 
which is« I understand, oa»ef te. most ftrtat signs aboot me.^* 



And surre enough no mao's pulse could be more regular ; his 
skin, too, was cool and healthy ; but death, to all appearance, 
was sitting cross-legged, like a Turk, on his breast, making 
his breathing dreadful to hear. 

By-aod-by, there was a chauj^e to the better ; he breathed at 
times easier, and now and then a word or a phrase came from 
him in a clear and healthy tone, which caused his wife to cau- 
tion him not to exert himself, and led me to speak on the busi- 
ness of the hundred dollars. Somehow, as I spoke his strength 
improved ; and before I had paid him the money, we were 
jeerii^ one another at a brisk rale in our old way — ^I fin-get- 
ting hia indisposition, and he doing the same, until it manifestly . 
appealed Hiat his illneiBs was a sham, put on after he got the 
better of his cold, to wile by pity the hundred dollars from me, 
whteh he despaired of receiving. 

I am sore it will be conceded to me, that if I had not been 
of an indulgent nature, this was a man I ought to have treated 
far diffisrently, not only for his conduct in this afiair, hut on 
^ other occasions, and yet I did not break off with him ; on the 
contrary, I allowed him to have a share in Hie salt works, and 
a ntuation in the employment of the concern, by which a com- 
ibrtable provision was secured to him for life. He was, how- 
ever, a. restless creature : as soon as he found a person willing 
t0 give him a sum of money for the place and share, and\wht> 
was acceptable to the managers, he resigned his favour. 

But the bodie was not aU bad ; he had some heart, even 
though his conduct might be so easily construed as to make 
him appear sordid without restraint of principle. I aai the 
more particular in mentioi^g this, as, from many things h^iein 
staled, it may be alleged that it argued litlJe for my discretion 
to have treated such a tricky character with partiality. The 
matter, however, to which 1 allude must not be discussed in 
thisimidentai manner. For it was truly the most wonderful 
event in my history ; and the part the ^iHe took in it was 
calculated to wipe off the score of many ftnltS} at least in my 
humble opinion. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

»« 1 shall do well; 

The people love me." 

TfiK courteoos reader must have seen by this time, DOtwitb' 
) standing my juvenile indiscretion as a friend of the people, I 
was not naturally of a political turn : I had, indeed, from my 
first outset in life, too much to do in my private affairs, to have 
any leisure for meddling with those of the public. Thus it 
happened, that I took little interest in the principles <^ our 
newspaper, the << Judiville Jupiteb ;*' I scarcely knew to 
which of the two ^at parties in the Union it was attached : 
all, in fact, that I did know was, that the first editor. Dr. Mur- ^ 
doch, was a British republican, and that when he was sobor be 
wrote clever articles to which I did not very strongly object, 
though i likod them better for their fond familiarity with cAd 
Scottish matters and things, than either for the argument or 
the language, though the latter was considered! very good. 
When he was in his cups, there could not be a greater Herod 
for beheading ; all who thought not as he thought, he regarded 
as delinquents that ought not to live ; in verity, the paper was 
seldom in my hands. 

It was not so with neighbour Semple ; he was much of a 
politician, and of the democratic order ; so were all the men 
about bis mills ; and of course he did not highly approve of 
the sentiments of the newspaper, which were more federal. 
This led him, now that the town had tripled in population 
since the establishment of the Jupiter, to concert with certain 
opulent new settlers for the establishment of another paper, 
which they called <'Trb Chofpbr, or the Obacls of the 
Woods,*' and Mr. Dinleloof, the schoolmaster, whom I 
have mentioned as a friend of the Ettrick Shepherd, recom- 
mended by Miss Beeny Needles to my 'patronage, was ap- 
pointed the ostensible editor ; the real editor, the writer of the 
leading and influential articles, was a Mr. ScboUy, a clerk to 
the Mill Company, and who looked up to Mr. Semple as the 
friend that was to bring him forward in life. 

Tben was nothing in the plan as here expounded to call 
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tor aoy special remark, but th^ plot was deep. Mr. Semple, 
iioding himself waxing warm in his circumstances, began to 
nouri^ ambitious conceits ; and the true purpose of his news- 
paper, as soon became manifest, was to open the way for him 
to be elected a representative to the State Legislature. 

Mr. Scholly, being a young and inexperienced man, did not 
manage the buiiiness just so prudently as one of more wisdom 
would have done, and poor dominie Dinleloof was no check 
upon him. The consequence was, that he raised such a rout 
about the democratic party, and the Junius Brutus virtues of 
Mr. Semple, that men of moderation were offended, and began 
to snuff a taint in the wind when either the sentiments of 
'< The Ouacle of the Woods," or the Roman soul of Sem- 
ple the Miller, were mentioned. 

The aflair was not in the least interesting to me, only I 
tfaoi^ht it an upsetting thing of Mr. Semple, though he wa$ 
in a very thriving way, to think he might be chosen a repre- 
sentative, which may be translated into English a member of 
the House of Commons ; many others were of the same opin- 
ion, and heats and animosity were kindled in the town about 
it. At last Mr. BelL became sd grieved to see the political 
schism spreading among his hearers, that he came to consult 
with me as to what he ought to do ; it being his idea, 9^ well 
as that of moderate meu, ^at a candidate of more weight and 
popularity should be started against Mr. Semple, who, though 
a man of wealth and talent, was not overly well liked — in a 
word, he proposed that I should let my name be sent forth as 
the candidate of the federal party. 

Such a proposition required tin^e for consideration, and so I 
told him; when just then Baillie Waft came into die store. 
As I reaUy felt it was a ridiculous conceit to think of me for a 
lawgiver, I told the Baillie, in jocularity, what we were talking 
of, and asked his advice. This led on the conversation, until 
it come out that Mr. Bell and his friends were not in sincerity 
desirous to exalt me to such dignity, their object being only 
to repress the arrogance of Mr. Semple. Now this was what 
I did not like ; I could never demean myself to be a tool in the 
hands of any set of m^, and I said as much on the spot. 

The Baillie seeing how I was minded, and yet discerning a 
great deal of plausibility in what the Minister stated about my 
popukrity, said nothing, but remarked that all the purpose of 
asking me to become a candidate would be answered by put- 
ting 196 00 the lilt of candidates without lo or leave. So passed 
off that deliberation ; but what does the Baillie do ? He knew 

Vol. II.— 13 
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the smeddum that was in Dr. Murdoch's penivhen sober, and 
he goes straight home with the news to Babelmandel, and 
fortunately finding the unfortunate man in a rational mood, he 
explained to him what great things might be done for him if he 
espoused the cause I was proposed for, and write in my behalf 
in '* The Jupitbk." ' 

By this time the learned doctor was tired of his school, and 
was casting about to find some more agreeable occupation, so 
that nothing could have been better timed than Mr. Waft's 
suggestion ; for he knew I had a great deal in my power ; and 
as the Baillie kept my objections to the business out of sight, 
it was natural in him to conclude — I being supposed some- 
what inclined to vanity, a most unjust disparagement — ^that he 
could not do me a more agreeable piece of service than to fall 
on the Semple party with beak and. claw. 

Accordingly, and surprising to hear, he kiggit himself, that 
is, pledged himself not tb taste strong drink for a month, and 
the first-^ruit of his virtuous resolution, was an article in the 
next *^ Jupiter'* — an article which, for bir and sarcasm, sound 
sense and correct views of a legislature's character, could not 
be matched. It not only thrashed the laddie Scholly into 
chaff, but scattered that chaff down the winc^. Not a word 
was said of me in it, but inuendos were thrown out, which 
pointed out who of all the settlers in Judiville — meaning me — 
was the fittest to be the new representative. 

A swearing and tearing reply to this canoe out in the next 
number of " The Chopper," every word of which was in- 
tended to be as the stroke of an jaxe at the root of a tree ; and 
Hr. Semple was spoken of as the paragon of animals, with 
other boinbastical decorations sickening to read. Dr. Mur- 
doch expected this, and his faculties being refreshed by his 
abstinence, his answer was most dreadful ; he was as a bull- 
dpgWith a rat ; not content with crushing every bone in its 
body, he tore it in pieces, he growled over it ; and when he 
had made it rags, he then, in a composed manner, compared 
Mr. Semple and me, weighed our respective qualities, as it 
were, in a pair of scales, and shook him out, not only as want- 
ing, but compared him to a lumby bawbee in an old Scottish 
tumbling-tam, in such a comical manner, that he set the whole 
country side into a guffaw. Mr. Semple grew in a manner 
frantic, and withdrew from the contest. 

This was Baillie Waft's work ; but he did not rest with that 
triumph ; he went about to make up a party for me in true 
sincerity, and acted in it with a sagacity that made us all won 
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4er. He was, no doubt, assisted by Mr. Bell, and some of the 
most sponsible settlers, but every body agreed that he worked 
with an instinetin the business that nobody could have previously 
imagined of him ; and so working, long before the month of 
Dr. Murdoch's probation had expired, that erudite personage, 
with some six or eight of the most reputable men in the town, 
came in form to ascertain if I would serve if the election fell 
upon me. To them I gave the same answer which 1 gave 
before to Mr. Bell, but in a different strain ; for then the thing 
was like a youth's hope, but now it was a matter for the cal- 
colatipns of experienced manhood. 

My brother, who was one of the party, was amazed at my 
hesitation, and told me that he thought 1 affected coyness 
overmuch ; but he did not know my mind so well as he ima- 
gined, nor, though the son of the same parents, and brought up 
at the same fireside, was he so ingrained with the auld-lang- 
3yne-feelings, that made up the better part of the individual 
man within me. Still, as the proposition was a great honour, 
and might be the herald to greater hereafter, it would have ill* 
become me to reject it at once ; so I told the deputation, that 
I would send them a candid answer in the course of three days, 
and, in the mean time, I would reflect upon their proposal as 
a man should do, who was not only desirous of renown, but 
anxious to serve the community ; thereby giving them to un- 
derstand how much I was disposed to accede to their wishes, 
i£, upon weighing the matter with the gravity it required, I 
thought myself qualified to satisfy their expectations. 



CHAPTER X. 

»• What I should thmk of this* I cannot tell : 
Bat this I think, there's no man is so vain 
That would refuse so fair an offerM chain." 

Thb proposal to send me to t* Legislature was perplex- 
ing. It was an honour— -undoubtedly a great honour ; but if 
is harder to deal with proffered honours than with threatened 
evili^; What shall I do ? — and I reaaoul^ myself thereon, till 
for satisfaction I earned but vexation. 

When adversity marks us for her quarry, and her evils are 
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ready to pounce upon us, our part is to stand firm, to summon 
our native courage, and to trust to Providence for aid to with- 
stand tbe onset — then to have confidence in bkiiself and in hie 
destiny, sets the man upon the rock of fortitude, above the 
waves and the tides of fortune ; but when the evil is more doubt- 
ful, and may yet by strength or adventure be overcome, then 
is the time to call in friends to counsel and to solicit their aid. 
I could play my part better, thought I, in cither case, than 
where the question is the acceptance of honour, for there is 
some chance that under misfortune pity may move to good and 
sincere advice, — but honours are enviable ; it is not fair to 
expect from human nature sincerity of opinion, when you would 
propose yourself to be a candidate for offices which raise you 
above your friends, unless it be from your adversary. 

Such aimless and unamiable reflections molested my brain 
all the remainder of that day — my sons evidently counted on 
my acceding to the proposal, and Bradshaw Cockspur, who 
called at night on one of his wooing visitations to my daughter, 
set it down as a settled matter, and joked with me about my 
speeches. He did not then know I had been one of *^ the 
friends of tbe people,** and accounted among them a rising 
orator, though in the ftishion of my figure there was but little 
dignity. 

Mr. Bell, the Minister* an ambitious man, also called in 
during the same evening to combat my scruples, for he did me 
the justice to beKeve I had really conscientious scruples, but 
the course he took was extraordinary. Knowing I was a firm 
and true Presbyterian, it was no less than to suggest, that by 
being in the Legislature, I might get some pre-eminence esta- 
blished for our sect over the Methodist, whose power and 
increase were as gall and wormwood to his spirit. This old> 
country conceit and priestly pretension only served to divert 
me, but I was not much flattered that he should have imagined 
me capable of so weak a folly ; all I said, however, was, that I 
thought he Iiad been long enough in America to have known 
better than to think the achievement practicable. " No, no, 
Mr# Bell," said I ; " if ye thirst for sacerdotal superiority, the 
easiest way to quench th^rowth is to turn Methodist your* 
self." • 

Never on the countenaace of man saw I such a cloud 
blacken. I had seen him in diatress of heart, and stung with 
mortification; I had witnassed him in unjust wralh» and bad 
pardoned him for unprovokeddnaolenee— *biit hia Tisa^ on this 
occasion was as the skies seen on the seas at midnight, when 
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the winds are up, and snow and hail strive with the lightnings 
for masterdom. He rose like winter and left the house. 

Mr. Hoskins, who was present, recumbent in an easy-chair, 
with his damaged leg upon a stool, listening to our conversar 
tion, looked over his shoulder as the high-priest departed, and 
said, " Ts thy servant a dog that he should do such a thing ?'* 

By which saying it was plain, that the discerning old man 
thought I had pricked the conscience of Hazael Bell ; nor 
was he mistaken — for when the Syrian saw I could not be his , 
instrument dnore on this than on former occasions, he joined 
himself to Mr. Semple's paHy, ancf before twelve months were 
over, he was the Mops Meg of the Methodists, thundering 
from the high place in the grand church about which arose our 
first difference. 

With Mr. Hoskins I held no particular consultation, for he 
was one of those who thought laws and governments often 
inconvenient and always troublesome. <^ Live and let live," 
was his motto. But he had his weak side as well as other 
folks, and from his dark sentences, I could make out that be 
would be pleased were I elected. In short, I was on all sides 
beset with friends urging me to consent to the proposed honour, 
or confident I would accept it. Mrs. Todd, my wife, alone 
said nothing ; on the contrary, she could not be persuaded to 
interfere ; for on one occasion, when ray brother entreated 
the aid of her advocacy, she replied, ** It is a male business, 
and does not become a woman to meddle in it. If your bro- 
ther thinks he can spare the time from his other concerns, and 
can act his part in it with satisfaction to his conscience, he 
will no doubt consent ; but how it can be consistent with the 
zeal and truth of a Scottish heart, to abet councils that may 
be for the molestation of his native land, is beyond my femi- 
nine capacity to comprehend." 

Now it was in the latter clause of this brief sentence that the 
source of my perplexity lay, for my conscience could not away 
with the thought of renouncing the right to claim paternity 
with Sir William Wallace and the brave old bald-headed 
worthies of the Covenant ; my father's household gods, on 
whose altar, our lowly hearth, the incense of a special thanks- 
giving was every sabbath-evening offered to Heaven, for having 
sent them to redeem and sanetiiy ''our ancient and never- 
conquered Kingdom of Scodand." 

It is true, that America had been to me a land of refuge ; 
verily, a land flowing with milk and honey, commended to ray 
auction by the experience of much kindness* and hallowed^ 

13* 
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in the petitions of my nightly orisonSy for many bles3ings oC 
"which it had to me been the Goshen. It conlained all thai 
was dearest to me in friends, and kin, and substance ;. and what 
was there in the far-off valleys of Scotland to fetter me from 
serving, by head or hand, tiie country of my adoption. On 
one. side stood an aged matron, pointing to the churchyard 
where my forefathers lay at peace ; on the other, a sturdy 
youth, with an axe upon his shoulder, bade me look where 
my family was spreading and prospering around. 

All that night the oscillations of my mind traversed as it 
were between the past and the future ; and when 1 arose in 
the morning, the doubts only became more active. The live- 
long day 1 pondered alone in the forest, and called to mind, 
that the wise and good of all lands and times had ever revered 
the love of country as sacredly as the love of parents. 

Attempting in vain to reason myself into a right decision, ] 
cast myself before the Lord and imploded his assistance : nor 
was it withheld ; for even then it was whispered in the ear oi' 
my spirit, that in *'IIis Book" were instructions prepared: 
upon which I rose and went home, and opened the Bible, and 
beheld these words : — 

" If I forget thee, oh Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning. If I do not f emember thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth, if 1 prefer not Jerusalem above m\ 
chief joy.'* 

And I said to myself, as I closed tlie oracle, truly it is ai\ 
awful thing for a man to forswear his native land. 



CHAPTER XI. 

" Nay, th«n tboa mock'st me ; thou shalt buy this dear "' 

Instbab of writing to the foreman of the deputation, by 
whom I had been sdicited to allaw myself to be nominated a 
candidate, I resolved, after considering the business well, to 
make my communication to a public meeting. Accordingly 
it was given out, that on the day I had promised to send my 
answer, I would explain personally to ray friends, in the ball- 
room of the Eagle tavern> the sentiments by which I was 
actuated. * 



At tb€ time appointed, a multitude assembled, the room 
was crowded, and besides- my frieods, a great number of per- 
sons were there from curiosity^ and a few, np doubt, for a les^ 
commendable purpose* Among others was our Minister, of 
whom, in the mean time, it was reported that he had openly 
withdrawn himself from my cause, and had represented me as 
a weak, vain, and indecisive character, incapable of expressing 
two consecutlve^sentences with becoming seriousness* 

Whether 1' merited any thing so derogatory from the lips of 
Mr. Bell, or whether, from my opinion of the man up to this 
period, I was likely to have believed he would be guilty of 
such backbiting, the courteous reader has the means of judging. 
However, the report was not without foundation ; and in the 
meeting, and at the head of the room there he was, sitting 
with the proud and crimson countenance of a conqueror, as he 
thought himself. But though I must thus speak of him as the 
truth claims, and though I also must say, that from this epoch 
I regarded him as a man too much given to secular ambition 
for a Minister of the Gospel ; the truth of his doctrines, and 
liis power in the pulpit, still obtained from me the reverence 
which I entertained towards them from the first time of his 
preaching at BabelmandeU 

Another thing which I heard of just before the hour of 
meeting, also disconcerted me.' It was the part Baillie 
Waft and Dr. Murdoch were playing : lifted out of them- 
selves by the success of their maiiOBuvres, they did not wait for 
the trumpets of others to sound their praises, but went about 
bragging of what they had done, and how they were the means 
of obtaining in me, for the State,, a man of the greatest natu- 
ral talents any where to be met with, and other such fustin 
phraseology. It may, therefore, be easily conceived, that when 
I walked into the room, attended by my brother and the two 
Cockspurs — my sons and Mr. Hoskins had seats in the crowd 
— and saw Mr. Bell seated next the chair, on the right — verily 
in the scorner's chair — and the winking Baillie and the drunken 
Doctor — then, however, newly-shaven and sober, on the lef^, 
— I was not in such a serene mood as the occasion required, 
especially when the Baillie-bodie rose and cried aloud, bustling 
and big ;— ** This way, Mr. Todd ; make room there for Mr. 
Todd \ Will ye oo' stand back and let in Mr. Todd V and so 
forth. But* I mastered my agitation, and pressing through the 
crbwd, at last got to the head of the table. 

Great applause had followed me from nay fiist appearance, 
and was redoubled whw I had attained the place whkh bad 
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been prepared for me ; but judge of my consterDation, wbcSb^ 
in the very act of taking the chair to address my visiters, Mr< 
Bell stepped into it, and said aloud — 

<« Gentlehbn, 
" The occasion of the present meeting is — " 

My corruption was so raised at this arrogance, that, with 
the agility of a magpie, I was in a moment on my legs on the 
table, where pushing the obtruder back with my foot, I thus 
spoke— 

" Friends ! 
<< The manner in which this black ram has pushed himself 
into our flock, would justly warrant us to drag him to the door 
by the lug and the horn ; but let us have compassion upon him 
-^a creature so void of all sense of propriety, as he has 
shown himself on this occasion, and maybe on others when 
he was a younger man, is not to be corrected by rough- 
handling." 

This speech was received with an ocean's roar of applause, 
whil^ Mr. Bell, as pale as a lady's smock, with open mouth 
and goggling eyes, sat down as if he had been smitten with a 
sudden judgment. Baillie Waft was out of the body with de- 
light ; he laughed, he keckled, he snapped his fingers, and 
waved his hat long after the shouts of the multitude had sub- 
sided. That merry laddie Bradshaw Cockspur also might 
have been tied with a straw'; and Mr. Hoskins, who was sit- 
ting between my two sons, actually smiled— a great sign and 
symptom for him of inward satisfaction. 

By the time this calm was come again, Mr. Bell had reco- 
vered his audacity, smd made another attempt to be heard ; but 
the multitude with all its voices, cried out against him, and 
^ Down with the black ram !" thereby maintaining liberty and 
the freedom of election. By this time, also, I had recovered 
my self-possession, and waving my hand stilled the uproar ; I 
then said sedately, that as I had invited the present nieeting to 
hear my sentiments with respect to the great honour proposed 
forme, I trusted my reverend friend would not take the head 
of the table, or <^er any opinion as to the Entertainment, es- 
pecially as he was an uninvited guest ; and I added in a face- 
tious pleasant manner, — ** But when we had dined, PU allow 
him to make what haah^ he can of the broken meat« Heshall 
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thdD be \yelcome to my trencher, and to please his palate also 
to as meikle pepper and salt as he chooses to make use of«" 

The poor black ram was even more affected by this than by 
the deg and batter I had given it on the ribs, for he could better 
endure jsarcasm than ridicule. His countenance showed that 
he would have given the world to have been in his bed, with 
the blankets over his head, and only dreaming of all that was 
passing ; I was moved to pity him, he sat so destitute-like, but 
he bad given me such provocation, that it was not in human 
nature, at least in mine, to refrain from pursuing the victory, 
for even in my compassion I coul^ not but cry, *' Will some- 
body open the windows, for Mr. . Bell's like to faint with 
humiliation/' 

At the which words, snuff-boxes and scent-bottles were 
handed up from all parts of the room, and Baillie Waft, who 
had provided a decanter of water with a tumbler for me in case 
of need in my speaking, poured out a glass and presented it to 
the desperate man, who snatched it in firenzy, and dashed the 
contents in the Baillie's face. 

This, however, was carrying things too far ; so, in order to 
recall. the quiet, tbeobtruder being sufficiently baited, I begged 
the company to be seated^ and i would as briefly as I could 
proceed with the business ibr which we were assembled. I then 
requested the Baillie to give me a glass of water, with which 
having cooled my tongue, and being still standing aloft on the 
table, I thus began. x 



CHAPTER XU. 

^^ Keep then this passage to the Capitol ; 
And suffer not dishonour to approach 
Th^ imperial seat to virtue, consecrate 
To justice, continency, and nobility.*' 

* << Mbn ▲»» Bbjstbrbk t 

" Though it has been said of me, as it was of the Apostle 
Paul—- ^ his bodily presence is weakf and his speech contemp- 
tible,' yet will I say unto you, as Paul said to Kiiig Agrippa, I 
shall answer for myself tins day. 

** My manner of life is known to you alL Bom^ m Scotland, 
and brought up in the ^eligioD and sentim^ts of my forefa- 
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diers, I have always been proud of the Scottish camei andyef I 
stand here esteemed by you, who are of another nation, worthy to 
be trusted among the warders in the watch-tower of youi rights. 
I am deeply sensible of this great honour ; but in proposing it 
have you considered the infirmity of man ? Have you weighed / 
the temptations wherewith I may be tempted — temptations with, 
which mine integrity hath never yet been tried ? 

^^ Did the trust you would repose in me require but honesty 
in the arbitration of such plain questions as arise between man 
and man, then might I venture to accept it ; for over the ba- 
lance-sheets of trade and the schedules of reciprocities, honesty 
may withstand the affections of patriotism. But the questions 
which rouse the animosities of nations are of that kind in 
which I am conscious of being least able to sustain a proper 
part. Tou are persuaded by the character 1 have earned among 
you, that justice would be the guide of my judgment. But 
search your own hearts, and then say, if you can« that in a 
national quarrel you would be be satisfied with only justice. 
Do you believe that f am so superior to the sentiments of youth 
and the principles of manhood, that I would stand as an Ame- 
rican by the American cause in a controversy between your 
country and my own old native land upon the point of honour ? 
that for a stain on the stripes and stars, I could in my heart be 
consenting to require, with true zeal, indemnification at the ex- 
pense of any British prerogative ? 

^ It may seem to some of you that the land which contains 
a man's business, property, and family ^is his country— and 1 
know that this is a sentiment encouraged here — but I have 
been educated in other opinionsi and where the love of country 
is blended with the love of parents — a love which hath no re-* 
lation to condition, but is absolute and immutable — poor or 
rich, the parent cau neither be more nor less to the child than 
always his parent,~and i feel myself bound to my native land 
by recollections grown into feelings of the same kind a9 those 
remembrances of parental love which constitute the indissoluble 
cement of filial attachment. 

'' Philosophy may reason against this : I heave heard men of 
much learning, of unblemished virtue, and most exemplary in 
the practise of all domestic duties, maintain, that when we are 
free to judge for ourselves, the obligations betwem the parent 
and the chUd cease, and become subject to the determinations 
of our judgment, and that this is the law of Nature : — Tes ; 
truly it is the law of Nature amcmg the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air which know no other law. But are we 
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dogsrto follow mere instincts ? Have we not the law of God> 
and a special law, commanding us to faonoor our parents— And 
for what ? Are any causes assigned for which we axe to ren- 
der this homage ? — No ! but oidy that they are our parents. 
In like mamier there is no specified rea3ons which take the 
form of obligation to bind us to the land of our birth. It is 
enough that it is our country. Nature makes up the obligation 
of our attachment to it, from the reminiscences of our enjoy- 
ments there, just as she forms our filial affection from the re- 
membrance of the caresses of our parents. 

^^ No, my firiends ; I cannot in honesty accept the honour you 
propose for me, but my gratitude to you is not the less — I can- 
not serre your national interests with all my heart, and I have 
plainly explained to you the reason ; I can therefore but an- 
swer like the maiden solicited by a rich and noble suitor, all I 
can give, honour, esteem, the love of the mind, you already 
possess, but the heart's love — that love which was bred and 
twined within my bosom before we ever met^ cannot be given, 
for it belongs to one that is far away." 

Such was my speech ; no doubt I said much more, for the 
speaking occupied a considerable space of time, but that is the 
substaiice ; and it was heard with attention, and crowned with 
applause. I trow, after it, Mr. Bell never ventured to say I 
could not speak two consecutive sentences like a reasonable 
man. He sat awed and cowed while I spoke ; and when I 
concluded, he had neither the power of utterance to address 
the meeting, nor courage to stand up. He was indeed withered 
and looked as debased as if he could have crawled into a hole 
in the ground for an asylum. But though he well deserved his 
punishment, and the effects of the refutation I had given to his 
derogatcH7 insinuations, I could not see him slink out of the room 
as it were, with his tail between his legs, without a touch of 
remorse ; and I still reproach myself with having used the scourge 
with more bir than was consistent with mercifid charity. 
Truly, a victory is not always a triumph. 

Many of those who beard my speech were surprised, both 
at its vigour and matter, for it was not expected that I would 
have declined. There were, however, certain countrymen of 
my own, as well as English and Irish, who did not approve the 
9traightness and strictness of my doctrine ; which I was grieved 
to learn, forfiexibility in principle is a proof of brittleness in 
affection ; still, even these professed their amazement and satis- 
faction at my bravery and candour ; so that I may venture to 
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assert, that the refusal augmented the consideration in whiclj 
I was held among my neighbours. Mr. Hoskins, who joined 
me as I V[%s leaving the room, sa|d nothing, but shook me 
heartily by the hand, a testimony of kindness and approval he 
had never bestowed before. 

Baillie Waft and Dr. Murdoch were in a sorry plight, nothbg 
could be farther from their fancies than that I would refuse. 
They were petrified ; they sat looking at each other like two 
effigies, during the whole time I was speaking, and when the 
great peal of applause broke out as I concluded, diey both 
fell back in their chairs, and gazed as if they beheld the solid 
world moving away from before them. Indeed it was no won- 
der ; for although, at the outset of their canvass and striving, 
John Waft was moved by a sense of gratitude for the kindness 
I had always shown him, yet, as the prospect of my success 
improved, his disinterestediiess gradually dwindled, for he ima- 
gined, that were I elected, I would, like a member of the Bri- 
ish House of Commons, possess a power over the disposal 
of the remaining twelve^baskets of loaves and fishes ; he^had 
even gone so far, on the morning of the meeting, to tell my . 
eldest son that he would be content with a wee bit postie about 
the Government, till something better would cast lip, for be 
t^ould no' just hope to be made either a collector or a comp- 
troller at the first. 
, As for the learned Doctor,! never beard what he proposed to 
himself for the reward of his services, but on the same morn- 
ing he had held some discourse with Mr. Bradshaw Cockspur, 
concerning a plan for a college at Judiville. Til not say that 
lie contemplated to be the principal, or Lord Reotor of it ; 
maybe he did — but nothing ever after was heard of it, for that 
nighty despite of his vow of sobriety, of which a whole week 
remained unexpired, seeing his occupation in the election gone 
he went upon the rove, and was, for several days, in a state of 
the most divorlike inebriety; reeling about the streets, and 
taking hold of every one he knew by the button, and demon- 
strating to them in inarticulate language. It made me angry 
to hear, and squeamish to scent the odious jargon of his de- 
bauch. 
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CHAPTER I. - 

** The midwifa and myself." 

1 Kivow not if the courteous reader will accord in opinion 
with me, that the proposal to el^ me into the Legislature was 
Uie greatest event m my life, but such I have dways consi- 
dered it, because the refusal was the result of a great mental 
controversy, and from that time I steadily began to knit up all 
my manifold concerns into the smallest possible compass. In 
doing this, I neither proposed idleset for myself, nor the re- 
mission of my wonted activity ; on the contrary, my main ob- 
ject was to be free to give my mind and experience to the 
furtherance of my sons' fortunes, chiefly of Robert's ; not for 
partiality, though he was the first-bom, and the son of my first 
love, but because my family by my second wife were amply 
provided for by Mr. Hoskins, and because I did not intend, 
having assigned qay interest in the salt-works to Robin on his 
marriage with Yolumnia Cockspiir, that he should partake in 
the division I propose^ to make of my other property ; more- 
over, though it may be regarded as a thing with which I could 
not properly be said to have any thing to do, he received with 
his wife a handsome fortune, well on to six thousand pounds 
sterling, which, however, her brothiers with great prudence 
made a point of having, settled on herself. 

Charles was fixed in the store ; and when I publicly an- 
nounced my secession from business, Mr. Hoskins, in accept- 
ing him for a partner in my place, gave him a share in the 
Bank, which was doing wonders— coining money ! My brbther, 
on succeeding Mr. Herbert as the manager of the Bank, also 
succeeded to his share, and was grateful for the part I took in 
leading him on to such good fortune. My daughterSusannah 
was married to Mr, Bradshaw Cockspur in the spring follow- . 
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ing the election afiair ; an event that |^ve all frimids on botit 
sides great pleasuie, for he is a ypung man of a blithe and 
jocund humour, none of the worse of a snaffle, however, and 
she is a staid, judicious creature, who manages him as if he 
were a very lamb. Every body who knows &em says it is a 
pleasure to see their happiness. 

As for Judiville, it is still argroioiqg monder ; at this present 
writing, two years alfler my secession from business on my 
own account, the population exceeds seyen thousand souls : 
they have six churches, and three of ^em have steeples, one 
of which is very handsome indeed ; they have likewise a thea- 
tre, — for, as I have ready , 

«^ Where'er the Lord eiects a house of praver, ^ 

The Devil's fs<s6n to bufld a chapel near;'' — 

and the river is crossed by three bridges, one of tiiem of stone, 
and built after a beautiful design by Braddy Cockspur, as J have 
come to call him since be became my son-imlaw. 

" But what has become of jour old affliction, BaiUie Waft ?" 
methinks I hear the courteous reader jocosely inquiring. " Well 
and hearty," J may reply, *•• and none mitigated in his disposi- 
tion to play at hooky-crooky with me whenever he can get an 
opportunity. He has however made no addition io his visible 
pnoperty, though it is well known he has never ceased to thrive ; 
all he gets is hoarded in the Bank ; and I suspect, though he 
has himself never told me so, that he means to return to Paisley, 
and to spend his gatherings among his old friends ; otherwise, 
wherefore would he be so devoted to ready money. . If such be 
his intention, it has myiullest approbation. 

Here I ought to mention, that in the course of some three 
or four months after my oratorical exploit in the Eagle-tavern, 
a wonderful shower of gold fell upon the Baillie, and induced 
him^to move from Babelmandel and pitch his tent among us at 
Judiville. My wjfe, about that time, took it into her head to 
grow thick in the waist, with the promise of an addition to 
our family ; and being of a Scottish particularity, she was de- 
terniined,* if possible, to have at the occasion a howdie instead 
of an accoucheur. One day m the store, as some of my cro- 
nies were talking news at the stove, I happened, in consequence, 
to say that I would give something handsome for a' midwife ; 
upon which the Baiflie, who was present, started up, and taking ' 
me aside, told me his wife had been of that order of the faculty 
in Paisley, and was accounted very ei^pert. 



' « Whfet fbr, BWHm V' cried l -/^ has jhfi ho lotig hidd^ajher 
^iihdle un3br a^utihol ? oh^ might haVe lighted her fortune by 

th&time.^' _ J- , ,- ; , «r , 

«* »li»«a,'* Bttia b*, ** I'll be candid with you. We thought, * 
when we t^me to America, that wewould set up for something 
better than we were at home ; so we blew out the candle and 
set it on the shelf-, but H you think Mrs. Todd would like to 
speak to her, we can light it agiun." 

It accordingly came to pass that Mrs. Waft was summoned 
to thelSohclaYe council of my wife and Mrs. Hoskins, and in 
the end was diily trysted fo serve th^ want at ^he fulness of 
tiihe. 

When it was knoyim that Mra. Waft ^as thus engaged by 
Mrs; T\>dd, her renown began to spreads and other worthy 
' matrons who were, in the words of me Douglas tragedy, 

** As laflies wikh to be who love their lords," 

called m hex Wisdom likewise. :Mr. Pestle, the surgeon and 
professor of tnidwiferyj was not content at hearing this, but 
Ife comforted himself with the persuasion that the evil, as he 
called it, wb(tld cure itself. However, he calculated too fast, 
ibr ndlprnfe had a most fine time o't, and Lucky Waft soon 
rt\lef6hiea)» the top of the iree, and her^name was in such fra- - 
grancy amotig the married ladies, ihat it was a favour to get 
her. Misses bespoke her with their wedding-gowns, and the 
Baillie bought a fine lantern to 'show her the way-on night- 
calls ; but bis rest -was in the end to often disturbed, that he 
faired an old black man to be her convoy, while he, as he said 
himself, took the world at his e^se like a gentleman. 

Hie did not hb^ievier, to do him justice, live alWetlier on his 
wife's 6arningis. Having seen, whdn he .came to reside at 
Judiville, that rhany <>f the new emigrant-settlei-s were in want 
of advice, and others had different small afiairs to transact, 
which took them ofi* their employndents, and were in conse- 
quence more costly to them than to pay an agent, he set him- 
self up as a universal broker. It mattered not what the busi- 
ness to be done was, for he was ready to undertake any or.all 
sorts of business, and it was amazing to Qee how much he had 
to do in a short time. It was said he made pactions with the 
store-keepers, by which it was covenanted that they were to # 
allow him a commission on all the custom he brought to them^ 
and I don^t doubt he did so ; but although Hoskins and Todd' 
received a fair share of hb faToor he certainly nerer asked. 



160 ', JUAWSIE TOPP. 

tfaemfor any allowance, but declined it, whjBQy at my augfes-- 
tixjnrtajison OlmJtltsa propoaed^it JQ_ hinC^sayings I had paid him 
already ; and for this, though he was the most excruciating to 
me bf God's creatureB, i am tioima ^ajnaintain lfcata-fi»-all 
the defects of his crooked policy, he was not yet without som^ 
thing of a right heart. \ 

I wish it w«re in my power to say as much for Mr. BelL I 
have already intimated thiilt soon after the catastrophe between 
us at the public meeting, he went over to the Methodists, and 
became a great gun among them.. This, though it savoured 
of some apostacy, I yet did not greatly condemn, for it was a 
blessing to the flock of that barren jSasture to obtain such an 
able Calvinistical shepherd. It manifested no' doubt in him a 
stronger bias for secular influence than consorted, in my 
opinicm, with. the simplicity of a true ]pa8tor's character ; and 
th^ manner of his secession was not so open as it ought tD 
have been, for he g^ave his^ Presbyterian lambs no notice, but 
left them to the wolves at once. : 

Late on a Friday night he sent the keys of the kirl^ to me, , 
with a note to show the elders, informing us he had accepted 
a call from another congregation: a cold farewell which 
could not be considered as the breathing of a Christian sinrit, 
and therefore I was determined it should be treated as it de- 
served. I sent at once for the other members of the session, 
though it was far in the night, and persuaded them to invite 
Mr. Dinleloof'to preach for us on Sunday ; and if he con^ 
sented, to publish ~a handbill, stating as the reason of calling 
on him to take the pulpit, that Mr^ Bell had deserted his flock. 
It may seem to well-disposed persons that this matter of the 
handbill was a work of supererogation ; but at the time, and 
sincis, I have never been able to regard it as otherwise than a 
just measure, and sternly required by the arrogance and high 
hand with which Mr. Bell was attempting to anool us alK 
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CHAPTER II, 

" I do desire you 
l!^dt lo deny this imposition,. 
The which my love and some necessity 
T^our lays npon yoii." 

Ms. Dnvustoov, as^he courteous reader probably recollects, 
isttfae Bticket minister whom Miss Beeny Needles, my wife's 
aunt, recommended to my attention, as '^ a perforated clei^gy- 
liian." On the increase of the town, he was ihducM to set 
up a school, of a grade inferior to that of Mr. BelU and was. 
also nominal editor of Mr. Semple's iiewspaper, " Thb Chop- 
PBB, or tiis Okaclb OP TH£ WooDs." ' Hc was a man that^ 
from natural modesty, shruiilc out of society ; but those who 
were wkfain the narrow circle to whiclx he limited himself, 
8pok6 fuLTOurably of him. I knew him but slightly, for he was 
3Uch a sequestered creature that, unless you went and drew 
him out of his shell as you would a whilk or a snail, jou could 
make no acquaintance with him, and I had too many things at 
all times upon my hands to be able to do that ofteik P&hapt 
he therefore thought that I did not pay him quite so much 
littention as Miss Beeny had led hiih to expect ; for once or 
twice, when f fell in with him in th<6 street, it struck me that 
he eschewed me ; if he did so, it was without reason. 

As I Jiaye intimated, it was late in the evening when we of 
the session resolved to ask him to preach, and but one day 
could be allowed for him to prepare, if he agreed. 1 may be 
mrong in supposing that Mr. Belf, by leafing us M time to 
procure a minister, counted on drawing a part of our congrer- 
gation after himself to his new tabernacle : whether this w«4i 
an unjust supposition on my part, or was the effect of a fair 
estimate of the man's inordinate character, I leave it to the 
sagacity .of the reader to determine. 

When I entered the humble hafdtation oC Mr. Dinlelbof, fiid 
^as certainly, much surpriz^; and ga^d at me With a look of 
alarm, ds if he thought \ had come with strange news' or evil 
tidings. He was about going into his soK^iiiry bed, far he was 
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a bachelor ; his upper-garments wexe already- cast joff, he had 
also quitted his trowsers, and was standing in his drawersy wit& 
one leg bare, and a stocking in his hand. On seeing me, he 
took the quilted be(]-.covering hastily up, flung it round him as 
a plaid, and replacing the stocking on his limb, requested me 
to be seated. ' - ' 

1 did not think, considering the condition lie was in» that it 
wa^ necessary to spend much time in explanation ; so I told 
him off-hand my errand, and said, ^< We,*' meaning the sesaiHi, 
<^ could not reasonably, on so short a notice, expect that night 
a decisive answer ; but we trusted he would gi?e our solicita- 
tion hefed and reflection, and let us know- in the mormng whe- 
ther we. might hope for l^s assistance.'' I thought it also 
OKpedient, a? a retainer, to say, that if he gave us satisfaction, 
it was not impossible but we might be in a situation to ofkr 
him an engagement for a season. 

He did not make any immediate reply, but remained 
thoughtful for about a minute, when he rose, and lifting his 
watch, which lay on his night-cap on the table, placed it under 
hia pillow: he then resumed his seat. 

" I think," said he, " I can give you an answer at once, and 
so save trouble and anxiety. I am not much us^d to preaching, 
. but I have a few sermons ready by me, and I'll do my endea- 
vour to give you satisfaction through them on Sunday. After 
you have heard me, we can then talk of the future ;" and he 
added, '^ I have never preached since I, came over to America. ' ' 
This, answer pleased me ; it showed that, notwithstanding 
hb humble and retiring nature, he had yet some cdnfldence in 
himself; but as the night was very cold, and lie was not in a 
state to maintain a long conversation, I bade him good night ; 
not, however, until I had invited him to take his dinner with 
• me next day, in order that I might get some farther insight into 
' his character ; for.l^as surprized at his. readiness, having pre- 
pared myself to meet with some diflidence, and at least the 
. affectation of relu6tance ; ,£br the young clergy are bashful 
chickens,, whatever Bubblyjocks thej may be after they get 
kirks. 

On retiring home, the street was still, the sharpness of the 
freezing air had driven , every body to the stoves, and scarcely 
a sound but the noise of the river was heard. The yoimg 
moon was not set ; she hung on the verge of the horizon, and 
sent long and broad bkck shadows from every object, inso- 
much that it was not easy to discern the appearance of any 
.one standing within them, while they threw a kind of ghastli- 
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MS8 aromid that mnAe me eerie as I plodded my bomeward 
wax alone. , 

In approaching my ovn hovse^ I was seized with a fit of 
coiighingy and presently 1 saw the gleam of a female's white 
garment flutter at the comer and disappear behind it, while the 
dark figure of a man ran suddenly from the spot, and was lost 
sight of beyond the robbbh and lumber in the streets, and the 
shadows which lay like pools and-streams among them. 

I am far firom being ik a suspicious nature, but this chance 
seem^ to me extraordinary ; perhaps it was the chilly,, super* 
stitious ^read on me at th6 time, that made me take any notice 
of it at all. Be that however as it may, surprised I was, and 
uneasy too, because I could in no way conjecture what brought 
such phuitasmagorian doings about my doors; I thought, 
after a moment's, reflection, it might hitye been one of the 
servant-girls with her jo ; an innocent conjunction ; but the 
cokhiess of the night assured me it was not a casualty ; and 
when i entered the house, I saw by the colour of the gowns 
•f the two kitchen nymphs, that it was not either of them who 
hiad been keeping tryst. 

My wife was sitting in the parlour in her wonted composed 
manner ; and not seeing my daughter Mary with her, I inquired 
what had become of her. 

. ^'She has been in bed more than half, an hour," said Mrs. 
Todd ; <' she complained of a headach.'^ 

^' Ay, in her bed !" exclaimed I. <^ Madam, my dear, will 
ye just step to her room and see how she is ?" . 

Mrs. Todd went immediately, and soon after returned, a 
little disconcerted : Miss had not been able to get into bed« 
but was undressing in a great fluster. 

^' I must no longer conceal from you," said my wife) with 
concern, '* that this is the second time Mary has equivocated 
with me in the same manner. What can it be that draws her 
away from the warm, parlour to sit in a fireless room in such 
weather ? I cannot devise any cause to make, her all of a 
sudden, act in this manner. Surely she cannot have imagined 
1 have done her ill ; I am unconscious of having in any way 
whatever given her the slightest cause to avoid me ; I wish you 
would question her about it." 

I made no immediate answer to this, but it grieved me. It 
was plain the simpleton had formed some clandestine connex- 
ion ; 1 did not, howevery at th a t time say any thing of what I 
had seen to my wife, but affected to make light of her molesta- 
tion, while I was resolved to watch the damsel, and to catch, her 
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jfoot io the trap MbrdBhe.waft aware. SenoHeilyy lioweftt*, 
the incident gave me great anxiety : thiDgs had for wti many 
]fea<8'geto thriyingly. with me» that I was afraid of tbei^^gMest 
syi^toiga of blight. 

I wta quite uAable to conjectare on wbbm tiie girl could 
hate east her afiections ; for no le88:coiild ezphiin the mystei^y 
than ' that she had dond so on somebbdif to Whom she knfew I 
had ofaifiottDns* . 1 revolved in tay miiMi the h^^OM of all the 
yiBml;: raeti in the town with wtom she was Hkely iti ady decree 
to have formed acquaintance; bot the cogitation wail eniatis- 
&Gtoryt-^I could fix on lume. \ 

While thus ruminating^ Mrs: Todd happened to aay, that id 
the coame of the day ^e had falleh in with Mr. B^ll in tlie 
strecAf and was surptisedy considering how many matt^ns dobd 
between U8> at the friendly manner in which he had address^ 
her. 

** That's the fellow !" cried I, springing from my chair, to 
her amazement. — '' It is Walter Bell, — scotindrel ! kin impu- 
dence is as large as' his father's." 

I then related what I had seen ; ^and she agreed that the 
ctmjecture waa not improbable,' especially as for some time I 
had evinced a degree of coolness towards young Bell, who 
was reputed to be of loose morals, and addicted to obstr^eroijs 
company. I discountenanced also my son Charles from culti- 
vating companionship with him ; in consequence, he had not 
for some time been invited to our house. Bui that Mary, the 
cutty, would be gallanting with him in secrecy, was a thing I 
never once imagined, and the tbouj^ht of it made, me most un- 
comfortable. Both on account of. the conduct of his father 
and mother, he was a connexion I could jiot covet ; and it was 
determined between my wife and me, tbat we should fose no 
time in breaking off the intercourse : accordingly Jt was settled 
that Charjes, who was a shrewd and discerning yonng man, 
should be .taken into our confidence in the morning, aiid it 
was full time- 
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CHAPTER III. 

** Fyo gae run, and fye gae ride.'' 

Tboublbd as I was with the myster j in my fami]y» I yet did 
not n^lect my public duty. At the time appointed^ the session 
met, and I repeated wba^ had passed with Mr. Dinleloof» ex- 
pressing my persuasion that we would find him a man of more 
. efficacy than we suspected (rom the simplici^ of his de- 
meanour. But when it was proposed to issue the handbill 
which I had myself suggested, I wa^ startled ; the bare possi- 
bility of a connexion between my. fiimiiy and Mr. Bell's shook 
me; and under the constraint of that apprehension, I ble- 
mished mine own esteem by weakly persuading the elders to 
abandon the intention. 

It was liowever a lesson of awe and wonder to see how 
n^idly one humiliation s^ter another came to_stir up the worst 
sediment of Mr. Bell's nature. I ^metimes thought of k 
with alarm, for it was as if fate were- giving pledges, for the 
performance of some dreadful thing. In M the instances 
wherein I was myself the agent, an irresistible impulse was 
upon me, an impassioned necessity to do as I did, which 
could not be withstood. 

When he heard, which was not until late in the afternoon, 
that .the handbills were not to be circplated, he belieyed the 
design was only postponed in order to be executed with the 
greater effect on the Sabbath-morning, and bis ire against me 
became as the unquenchable fire. ' It may therefore easily be 
conceived how the fumacfe raged, when in the course of the 
evening Mr. Oliver Cockspur wmted upon him from me re- 
garding.the clandestine ocmduct of his son towards my daughter. 
The immediate cause of sending that message was this. 

During the time I was absent on the businessi>f the minister, 
my wife found an opportimity to let Mary know of the disco- 
very I had made ; and the maiden, unable to equivocate with 
the circumstances, acknowledged that Walter Bell had been 
with her. When I heard this, and that there was no engage- 
ment between them, I determined with my wonted prompti- 
tude to nip their love in the bud at once ; but ccMiscious of the 
quickness of my own temper, while I remonstrated with her 



1^6 lAWRBS TOSm. 

both as to the liberttQe reputation of the young man, and his 
want of means to keep a wife, I sent for Mr. Oliver Cockspur, 
whose mildness, and fortitude of character were highly es- 
teemed in the town. 1 explained to him my sentioients on the 
subject, begging him to wait on Mr. Bell, and also on Walter 
Bell, to apprise them both^ of my decided opposition to the 
connexion. 

Mr. Oliver described the behaviour of the father as some- 
thing terrible to jh^^ve witnisssed. At tile mention of m^ tame, 
he l^ke out into a manictc f«ii^ ; acctised me of htirb^ring a 
malignaAt hatred against him, a^efting ittt I never did him 
even a -seeming favour but to humble him atid to hiake Mil^ an 
oligect of cpotempt with the pihblic. 

loan easily imagine liie Buvpiise of Mr. OliVer at^ubh lin 
«ddren^ and also the ddmness miih whi^h he inquired Whkt 
mcMve I could have ^or nuchoondiict. 

To that queiftion the bedlamite made no reply, but stami>^d 
^wi^h^ is f» t rt, ~ttiid-daiw4:A e sete g e young mari fi*r Vtallt^ Ws 
veracity in (juestion. It was well he bad a ]p0i^6n ^f st^h 
happy «qiianBiiity to deal with. Mt. Oliver liaw it w^a^'useless ^ 
to reassin with him, and accordifigly simply^ told his mtatid thd * 
willed him good-night. 

Just as he was leaving the house, Walter, ^hohiad bb^n 
diiroad, came to the door, -ai^d be re^ueisted hf/n ib fiik^ & fdW 
mmutes' walk» during whitdi he slated the ohjebtbf Mil "v^tt fo 
hk father, and also the mmfskg^ he was cha^d v^fh to hitios^f. 
He expected that the communication Woui^ji fiaV^ i^iied the 
ycnmg ti^an^s biddd, but gr^tiy to Ms isurfSiilBig ,h« h^fthi hiip 
W3th pstiei^t sileniw; and ^b«n Mr. OiiVieir a#rl^ hiiii^- 
desist iffotn lattempting t<) en^ngie the girrs aSbetion, and to 
vefniia from »eci«tly besetting the house, h« coolly ^fllKed that 
he «^oiiid think of it, and abruptly left hStd. 

« Be«nored» Biff)'\s(iid Mi*. Olireic to me, wh^h hb i^hl^ 
what had passed, whi6h he* did that same Saturday t^g^^^ 
'« Walter will be incited by his insai^e fttther- to [>(»I«bv^ hi 
the courti^ip, w«re it only to anhoy you ; and the bbdiil^t^ 
yoong man himsdif will do sd eam^tly, tnferely b^tiatt^'e he 
has %een forl»ddeta. It Hier^fot^ b^ismnies n^c^^i^ry'tb cbfi- 
iBMer y^kxk yoa oij^ht t<» do*; to tbe ^bac<^ ahd hdh^r df $r£rtiir 
&mi1yri d6 think, Ai^ iti ^6ihe J(»otMifH«f h(&t#edhlhab IWb hh- 
piacaUe peiw»s.'' 

. In the tmitti time I hud laid my itHetiest f%ti6ti6lts oh It^ 
ihtu^ter io ftsuoufibe the ci»iii{Hrn|f «f WftHei" ihl% Id blMii 



o£F their i^iereq^ffafy, i^ v^ifi^i tbe penal^i ef my «ewiiHit: dii- 
ple^smre, pot to loiidk^ luiy Apimi^meBt vitb Mm^ 

TiiougK,tii^,iiH^iBi^ )i^fi8 cksar- tint succeeded that ateioiw 
night, 1^ ciov4 Wlifli upitfi ipy spirit* and Mmd a foeboding of 
inpipepdj^g disastejrs. I waa tb^relipve heavier with temperal 
eafes when I w^t with my. wijKb. Cor the churdi thaabeitted 
the ooc^siiop* ^mf ia oonsequ^ii^e of the admonition I had 
givensL had depjy|ne4- to ac^(>oikipiany us ; she ranained m her 
cb4i9iher» 8jk4 4id nel^: even eome down to bfeakfa8t-*-r{iei!fidF 
Qus bf^ga^.! 

CpQtiiary tqi all rexpmt&tioa? Fe fou«d the cbureh mowded 
to oyprSowmg* The novelty of ii new preacher had attracted 
mf^ny; bu^ th^re was a potlQa in the town that Mr. Dinldool 
was wh^st.is cail^.am<uDix^genii}fl» .aqd a.Yast aumbor of youbg 
men were assembled by curiosity to hear him. Among o^ers 
Walter Bell was there. I did not howet^ dfaserye Um^ but 
Mrs, Ted(d saw hiin9,ai|4 as. she afteir^vwrds told me^ he locoed 
towards our pew^ umI seeing Mary was not there> left the 
church. , 

Upon whatever foundation the youpg men had built their 
opinion of the untried preacher, it soon proved to 1^ well 
support. Unlike Mr. Bell, vehement in argument^ powevfol 
in citations, and cleaving into the very marrow of divinity as it 
were with a hatchet, Mr. Dinleloof began like the soft spirit 
of Christianity itself, and won upon our hearts, with the sveet^ 
temperance of charity, until ev^Mry one was enchanted, and all 
thoughts but of %he faoly.tbings he taught were absorbed in 
listening to him. I bad but one sentiment when he condoded, 
and that was of my own tqa worthiness in baring so little heeded 
a man of such gifts. 

On returning home, the elders called upon me ; and we 
were during the interval between sermons so occupied with 
ecclesiastical -matters, that I had no leisure to reflect on pa- 
rental. I had however the gratificaCioh to see my delinquent 
damsel dressed to go with us to the afternoon serrice, and 
wonderfully kind and complaisant she was;' which was not 
very common with her, especially when anything went against 
the grain. Mr. Hoskins, who had a hawk*s eye, saw some- 
thing that he surely did not like, for he remarked that she 
seemed to be sailing with a fair wind, and her behaviour In 
church was certainly fidgetty and unsettled, though Waiter 
Bell was not there. ' ■ ' 
K • When we returned homey she took her book^ and turned 
over the leaves, and yawned, and sometimes was as abstracted 
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as a statue in a niche in tiie wall ; at etfaera, she talked mucb, 
but not so pleasantly to the pwpoBe aft usual. All this was 
howev^ pardonable in her sitnation, and neither Mrs. Todd 
nor 1 thought of noticing it, as we regarded her ap in a sense 
crossed in love, and were willing to allow her time to recover. 
At the accustomed hour she retired to her own room, and 
she shook hands with us as she bade my wife and me good- 
night ; an unusual ceremony with her, but it was received as 
the token of a disposition to comply with my wishes. After 
she had left the room, Mrs. Todd and I sat some time conver- 
sing together, and in due season we also went to our chamber ; 
scarcely, however, had we laid our heads on the pillow, when 
the most terrific yells and cries for help were heard on the put- 
side; I started up, and opemng a window, cried <f What^s the 
matter?" 

'M^m hanged! Pm dead and gone 1" cried Baillie Waft 
from under my daughter's window : his lantern was lying on 
the ground at some distance from him, and Lucky his spouae 
was struggling to relieve him from a rope. By this time the 
house was roused : my wife was up and had a hght ; but no 
Miss Mary appeared. The bird was flown; her ne'er-do- 

' weel jo had provided her with a rope-ladder during the fore- 
noon service, by which she had descended into his arms when 
she believed the house to be all at rest, and away she had 
gone linking with him. It turned out, that soon after the 
Baillie, while conducting his wife on a professional summons, 
ran tiis head into one of the meshes of the ladder, at the same 
time entangled his feet., by which he believed himself to be in 
the peril of ah unaccountable noose; I speak of this aflair 
how with a light and a playful pen, but what 1 suffered at thg 
time beggared the capacity of 'ton£[ue to tell or writing to des- 
scribe. A hubbub and a bobbleshow was soon gathered by the 
Baillie's criesj and foot and horse were sent in all du-ections in 
pursuit of^he fugitives, but by some strange infatuation 1 never 
thought of seeking them in his father's house. This n^as fate ; 
it never once occurred to me that they might be there not all 
that night over, till my two sons came from the salt-works in 

' the morning, where Robert then resided, and where C|iarles 
had gone on ihe Saturday to see hjm. The /first question my 
eldest asked was, "What does the minister say ?" I stag- 
gered as if I had been stunned by a blow, and cried, " For 
HeaVen's sake, run and see !" boih of them did so, and were 
introduced toMrs. Walter' Bell. The minister had married 
them. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

« Men's judfments are - 

A paroel of their fortomes ; «iid tJiUigs outward 
Do draw the inward quality after them. 
To suffer all alike." 

Thb manner in which my daughter had cleared out with 
Walter Bell greatly disturbed rac ; 1 was angry undbubtedly, 
^jut sorrow was mingled witli my anger. She had connected 
herself with a set that I did not like ; it would be harsh to say 
they were bad, though the young man's conduct was far from 
being in good odour ; but ihey were all heady and irascible^ 
and something was daily befalling the minister to exasperate 
liis fierce passions. On more than one occasion, his behaviour 
had been so wild, that some folk said he was touched in the 
brain, and others that he was fey, and would surely commit 
^some rash act. Loving, therefore, as I did with all fatherly af- 
fection, my poor misguided Mary, as my anger cooled my grief 
increased, and I wist not what to do ; but 1 had a large espe«- 
tience of wife's good sense and prudence in the midst of my 
fflictioii. 

So long as she saw my mind in a slate of heat and irritatiOD, 
3he said nothing, and she cautioned my friends and the rest of 
the family to abstain from speaking to me on the subject — John 
Waft was not permitted to enter the door : but when the 
whirlwind was over, and I was beginning to gather again tny 
:}cattered thoughts and affections, she softly led me into a 
discourse on the necessity of helping the young couple. I had 
myself been turning the matter in my ow) mind, and was 
pleased with the motherly kindness which led her to be the 
first to speak of it. ft was therefore agreed between us, that 
in consideration of Walter Bell's unsteady character, the set- 
tlement from me should be on Mary, for hisr own particulai- 
behoof. 

Accordingly, in the course of the same day, 1 went to Mr. 
Document, the attorney of Jloskins and Todd, and directed 
him to prepare a deed to that effect — he did the business of 
the concern ; but Mr. Hoskins bad another, one Mr; Special, 
who managed bis private affairs : bdeed, there was ho lack of 
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the profeasion, nor of docton either* in the town :-— it coald 
not be that such an aceamulation of life and property as had 
(aken place at JudiviUe would yield no carrion for the birds 
and beiftsts of prey. 

In this transaction I deemed it advisable not to consult Mr. 
Hirfddnsy because he had made a jodieious wiU in favour of 
my family, and it Would perhaps have been improper to say 
ai^ thing to htm respecting anothsr settlement But he was 
already beforehand with me : as socm as he heaid of the mar* 
riage» he went within the hour to Mr. Special, and caused him 
to make a deed, by which he assigned during his own life the 
interest of the legacy he had willai to Maryr at the customary 
rate of seven per cent, and secured the principal to be at hif 
death for her own use, independent of her husband. 

I will not undertake to say whether in this matter either Mr. 
Hoskins or 1 acted with an overly rigour towards Walter Bell ; 
but his father thought so, and upbraided the old gentleman in 
the street for it. In him, however, he met with his match } 
for Mr. Hoskins replied, with his usual phlegmatic brevity, 
that if be was to be bug*bitten for what he had done, he would 
put a clause in the paper, that the annnit|r was only to be paid 
so long as the castaway young woman refrained from spealung 
to that chum of Beelzebub her father-in-law. 

By these settlements a respectable income was provided for 
the thoughtless pair, and I caused my eldest sop, who could by 
this time well aflbrd it, to make his sister a present of two 
thousand dollars, without any stipulation whatever, in order 
that she might give it to her husband to help him into a way 
of business. So that, without being inordinately sanguine, we 
had all gbod reason, as wc thought, to hope the marriage would 
turn out happier than in the outset it promised to he. But 
unfortunately another cause was at work in the mean time, 
stirring up, like a poker, the burning, coals of the minister^ 
animosities. 

Mr. Dinleloof had given such exceeding satisfaction by his 
two sermons, that we of the kirk-session hired him for twelve 
months, at the same rate of salary we had paid to ^r. Bell, 
who ought not to have repined at any such agreement : nor, 
perhaps, at first did he do so, though every body was well 
aware he had not expected his place could so soon have been 
so ably supplied. 

But the manner and the matter of Mr. Dinleloof s discourses 
were very different from Mr. Bell's, and out o( that came the 
tribulation ; they were full of tenderness and good will towards 
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miO, lireatUBgi litce Ihe Mteiood petfiniHi oflbe venuU tiknA* 
iDg» a MifktAitpmouMl^cahmt^k^^ tod mvpUililgr 
of life. The young kdies hoe«Q« dl eoammated of tbe 9m* 
Gtous 8piril of Us pktj ^and tsMped ih flockft to his ditrch> 
like d0TC8 to the windows^ aad the youitg. men followed them^ 
iMit whether for galkatiBf , or fw the eiocntion of the invaoiKVi 
thahr own coBsueoces iMt can fell. 

Owing to this citcmnfltenoe, a Tistbie hole wae,.ia tibe coorse 
of a short timey made in thecoi^regatumof Mr. Betf ; and he 
somehow contrived to insinuate that I was at the bottom of tli6 
desertion^ as if it had been in my power to have made Mr. 
Dinleloof such an eShctual orator. 

This was not alL It waa well known that Mr. Dinleloof 
had barely been able to support himself in bis hnmble school ; 
that he owed some small debts to difibrent stores, and, among 
others, the materials for a suit of bhmk to Hoskins and Todd» 
with which he had provided himself when he was engaged for 
the year. Without saying a word to me on the sul^ect^ or to 
any body but Mr. Hoskins^ my son Chivies sent the worthy, 
modest maa a receipt for the amount of his debt. Tbls 
respeetful testimony awakened the etnulation of other young 
DMl, and they held a meetjag on the subject, at which it was 
agreed to raise a subseriptioD, that a sum of money might be 
presented to Mr. Dinleloof. 

I knew nothing of this, nor ctf what my son laid done, til! 
the managers of the subscription came to. request me te head 
it by a donation. This I did most cheerfoUy, thinking nothing 
of Mr. BelU but only of the good the money might do ; and 
not ilKpleased to ind the affair had originated in the good 
feeling of my son : a e^msiderable sum was thus obtained, to 
which my eldest son and the two Coeki^rs were most liberal 
contribtttfNRS. 

No doubt, in the whole of this proceeding there was scMas* 
thing which Mr. Bell could not like : as for the part T and 
mine had in it, I have stated the unvarnished truth ; but he 
saw farther into the malice of the pkt. Hi» clear eyes dis- 
cerned the springs and vttals of the machtnatiDn ; ami it was 
said, when he heard the amount of the gift, he was as wHd as 
a burrioane, thundering his imprecations against me, and 
threatening unuttemble revengesy till he so terrified my poor 
MAry, who happened to be pinseat, that she swooaed iaWiQ^ 
and waa with difficulty recovered. 

8uch estravaganee could iiot he permitted with impuaily. 
Mary ccunplaineil to her sister, Sirs. Bradsbaw Cocjnput, aqd 
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BraMy being a mettlesooie chtnipioii, went straight to Waiter 
B^, ofer whom he had aome iiiAmcey and reaoMtrated 
against the viokiiee of his fimlier. 

<^ I do not ask you/' said he, **iD t^penk to him ; but yoiv 
must pvoleot your wife from ioaalty and iifonde her m^ a 
house of your own, or all connected with her father will inter- 
fere ; and our first step will be the revocation of the settle- 
ments. I give you tifl the moraing to consider of this,'* 

Mr. Waker Bell tried to mount- his high horse, but brave 
Braddy told him—* 

« I have not come either to hoar reasons or to listen to 
apologies ; you must do — mark my words — ^you must do whai 
I have said, and have your wife in another house before twelve 
o'clock to-morrow, or the deeds shall be revoked." 

Bradshaw then came and told me what had happened, and 
what he had done ; which was so prompt and decisive, that I 
could not but commend it. From the first I had always a 
warm opinion of htm, but I did not give him credit for such 
strength of eharacter. His fimmess had the desired effect. 
Walter Bell aAd his wife removed that same evening to the 
Mansion House hotel, where they remained till they procured 
a house for themselves ; and from that time, as my daughter 
herself assured me, her husband's kindness continued to 
increase. 

. Nothing, however, could allay the burning brimstone in the 
bosom of her father-in-law : surely the unhappy man was 
infuriated by some strange frenzy against me, for in; this event 
be discovered only new causes for hatred, and was known to 
give often way to passionate explosions at the bare mention of 
my name. It was indeed the opinion of every body, that were, 
be to meet me in one of his fits, while he was under the 
dominion of the demon by which he sometimes appeared to be 
possessed, they would not be surprised if he attempted to do 
me some bodily barm ; and yet, from our connexion, I was 
loth to take any step for security against the outbreakings of 
his madness, for no less could I regard it. 

By all these things the courteous reader will discern that iu 
my retirement from the responsibilities of business, there was^ 
no sequestration from cares ; todeed^ it was only when I had^ 
accounted myself above the world, that I first began to-taate 
the bitterness and misery which may be in the lot of man, when 
seemingly all his desires are satisfied. My wife was deeply 
afllicttd at finding oufsdves duhjeetod to such trials, proceed- 
ktg firom such a <}uarter, and so inaccessible to reason ; aikl 
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znoD^ iinii on^^hB expmimA » atnmt wb tiMi wo«M 
j4tu^mifti^bi JdiBnilty fto did iibt ismv W wlttt uder fiioe. 
^ Your «NMlf «• MMTiettMy'' «iid dMr^ ^mdMiik tpp i mm 
vmA fmtfmtf im if tbeir 0«m mmI the Lond^fl* ImdB ; fb» 
iMi iMtHfiiy cteiudiUMie^ fMrtati lw«» oo amtistf ; and u 
ter me tndMT cMd^ it umumanot wime^rafix oQ> MiMai;-' 
tion, only let us be placed beyond tbe peril with vrhMi tll# 
fRtnice is cmMttntly threotenli^ our comforts 



CHAPTER V. 

« Between fiie acting •f a ^sdfitf Iftim^ 
Ani tJb fim motios, adl is iihant 



Afteb the vexations rc&earsed in the precediiig' dbapfer, 
tbe Mgbt for some time was under my eyw, a glare and strange 
duode disturbed the fevms and (be colours of erery obj^t, 
and I had a s^nse oi be^ilderaient which caused Me to sMRsr 
both from test and diett ust. I wtiB as a man who ha^' a ffMh- 
lady upon him, and demnol i^itt Wbsff way he isaft^ted/ 

I rose with tbe dawn of day and vralked ift^ad alone. 
tboug:b the winter wms dtamitkg bet eialncr closet, and dlritiilg 
home her bars, i ihoaghtof w^atmy #14^ had said aboet 
cbangittg our residence^ amd sattieliaieal was inohfied to yield 
to that suggestiOQv and ^n- specoiatitd an fo where we sht>u]d 
go. In tbe evening twilifbl 1 afeo rsMibled 1^ myseif, and 
often did not return until tbe moon was up, and the leading 
star of the night was ntuflltng its lustre in fbe western mists 
and amid the top boughs of the forest. 

I was almost dejected, and my mind was saddened with di^ 
may ; I Could give no sound reason,' as things go with mortal 
man, for this alienation from all tbe interests in wbicb T tdOk 
so lively a part. I had but one truly consoling re#eCtioYf — I 
was not obliged to abide at JarfWiUa longer than suilsd my owil 

piVpOS^B. > 

CHie aftemooB I went ftyr^i hymfwM in the mood f have 
described, the completion of my theugfat»as paleassi^liAess^ 
mi the eooditton of my spirite nstvons MdsMJcen. f turned 
my step towanii ikb FbUb, to whk^ a t«teMbleptflii througl^ 

IS* 
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the forest was by tUHiaie tradteboat; aad«fl I walkfiiakog^ 
and lieaid the &r-off roar of the caUdract swellifig thimig^ the 
stillaeeB of the eireoiDg air, it.seened to ne aa if thete.waa'a 
solemii eomposure ia nature. which I had never obaerved lie- 
fore ; the calm and dear idneas of the air, had« aa it were, a 
ciyataUine crispness in it ; a somethins^ of winter ftk but 



When I had walked about half- way to the Falki» I beheld a 
man coming towards me, and soon after discovered it was Mr. 
Bell. No doubt he also knew me ; but avsoon as I saw who 
it was, I resolved to pass him without speaking ; and not to 
give offence, 1 turned aside at once into the Bush, walking, 
however, forward on, in the direction of the cataract. 

When we were come opposite to eadi other, although I was 
at some distance within the underwood, 1 heard him muttering 
to himself, and striking tus etaff often with vehemence on the 
stones and bushes. As soon as I thought he was at a suffix 
cient distance, I returned into the path, and looking back, saw 
bim standuig near the spot where 1 quilted it « 

'< Can he be waiting for me,' and what can he want ?" said 
I aloud. Nor was 1 left kmg to debate about it, for, as soon 
^ |)e saw me again, he came hastily forward. I had no time 
for much delil^ration ; I therefore changed my course, and 
walked sedately baek» determined to meet him. 
. For the space of a minute or two he mended his pace ; then< 
he stopped and looked forward and seeing me still leisurely 
advancing, he turned round and hastily walked homeward :. at 
this I also turned and pursued my original intention of visiting 
the Falls. I had not however proceeded above fifty yards^ 
. when hearing some one comingup behind, I looked round, and 
there was the agitated man fdfowing. On this occasion 1 did 
not think it necessary to alter my course i if be has any thing 
to say, thought I, he can speak as he passes ; if he has. not,, 
there is no cati: for me to disturb his cogitations. 

I heard bim coming faster and faster, but I did not look 
round ; I then heard him stop ; presently his feet were again 
in action^and at last he eame up to me with his staff finaly 
grasped; he however said nothing, bttt,,a$ecting to whistle, 
passed me as if he did not see me. However, I continued to 
advance withpnt ehangjng my pace, and he walked on so mueh 
faster that I soM lost sight ^lam by a turn of the road. 

He was not long out of ught till he re-appeared comieg - 
back. Thb I4id n^ like ; we were at the time in a dark 
pine barren, ajioliUry and silent placer-such a place as the^ 



miad is apt to coijiure up inad and dismal fimcies ia ; but I 
resolTiod to meet him. 

As be drew near^ I coold pereeire tbat he was powerfully 
mofed by some iawaid cooiict : his £ice was pale» aad hb 
upper Up hideously pmned; whye his eyes* drawn deep into 
ibeir caverns* seemed like two hungry tigers in their dens, 
eonchant and ready to leap out upon their prey. I however 
preserved my countenance steady, and ste|^ed to the other 
side oi the road to give hisa room to pass, which he did, in- 
creasing hia haste ahneat to a run* till he again ^disappeared. 

I was tbwdLfiil he was gone : the trunk of a large tree hap- 
pening to be lying near on the road-side, I sat dowiron it, more 
troubled in mind and saddened by the solitnde of the scene 
than I coold have justified or described. While ruminating 
there, I saw him .again, and resolved to let him go by and to 
return myself homeward ; but he did not approach many yards 
when he again wheeled roundand again disapppeared. 

^'I must not let myself be disturbed and circumvented in 
this mannmr," said I ; and rising, proceeded towards the object 
of my walk wit|^a firmer tread. I felt that I bad done him 
injustice in allowing my$^ to think he harboured any evil 
design against me ; and as it wert in penance, though the sun 
was by this time set, I went on to the Falls, and stood some 
time contemplating the vast tucmoil of the waters, and giving 
my imagination the reins about all things that relate to might 
suid majesty. 

The thunder of the waters mastered all letter sounds, and I 
beoame entranced into a forgetfiilness of every care ; but the 
deepening shadows, and the coldness of the night-air, admo- 
nished me that it was time to return home ; and when I moved 
to go, there, within a (ew yards from me, stood Mr. Bell, lean- 
ing against a tree, with his arms folded, and his whole figure 
cramped together. 

When 1 recollected it was near the spot where we stood 
that we saw his wife launched into eternity, I was melted with 
^mrrow ; 1 doubted not that his stem aspect was the effect of 
his resolution to overcome the remembrance of that appalling 
sight, or perhaps of his own headlong errors since — I regarded 
him with compasssion for some time and then went towards 
him to .speak, for the noise of th^ falls rendered the voice in- 
audible, save close to the ear ; but again he darted away from 
me. Hist conduct wa& incomprehensible ; and as he so 
straogdy at once sought and avcnded me, i resolved to re- 
turn by the path on the river's bank, and let him take his own. 
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stepped horn the little emineiice on whkk i Ml been wtsmA- 
log, ind iraHted homewsnl Iqr that ottier pfttli. 

i had not however prdoeeded fcr, when I tgMB beMd Urn 
standing in ni)i waf, and on an elhov of the foad, mnm* tto 
angle of wfaieh the firerniBhea witii great vioieAoa. He had 
BO stationed himself, that I eonld nol pasa MRltsv to atapfM^ 
asiid^ hebidd a pcoyecting naas^of tbo€liff; ntfverth«taK« I 
irent ferward ; it wouki havi» heei>i^9kiiiiiiNHi» to h«T« ban* 
tated ; but when ! was within tbm or flveywitf of hitt, a 
strange awe and ahirering tiligled trough n^i ifiMie' frame^ 
and ] thought, •' What if he intends to» {MBh tto into tlN^atwiai ? 
WhatspotiesofitfofaHehapivposeT'' This fMifui ipfttB- 
hensioft eaosed me to bah and he eame forwafd ; hot ielbwe 
be had titne to spieak, I limbly spvung past hiniy and icaehed 
the piaeo where h# had heen standing. 

It was a narrow track dose under the cliffy and tutaed reaaH) 
the projeisting rock so ahraptly, that it wts necessarf 1o leap 
across a chase* of somo entoot, into wbicb the rafU ftfot 
swirled with a swift eddy. I rsached the* placfe, leaped^ and 
was landed safely ; but in the same moment a wild erf hunt 
behiffd ; I loohed haiek^ afld the mlseraMa man was. Asath^f m 
the eddy ; I flung myself flat on the ground, strelched out ny 
arm, caoght tho skirts of hia ooaf, and drew him to the baidb 
—another minute, and he bad perished. 

^< I doubt, Mr. Bell," said I, when I saw be was safe, << I 
may say to you as David said to Saul, when he albwod Imt^ de- 
part unbanned from the cafo^^ The Lord judge hetween thee 
and me, and the Lord avenge me of thee, but raioe handahall 
not be upon thee;*" and withtbesewonis I parted Horn him. 

1 iiftd not waMised, bowevct, above a hundred yitds^ when 
lie came breathless up with aae, and caught me by ^ handr 
and wept over it. I shook him gently ofi*, bade him make 
haste and go home, for the frost was keen, and his • clothes 
were wet. ^* Another time! another time! 1 may listen to 
you,. Mr. Bell ; but, in mercy to your poor.Atmily, for the 
present hasten home." But he eking to raevandM^ith aeeenta 
of horror exclaimed, ** 1 thought to do the deed in> the wood, 
but something bright and Aiir came always between us ; I 
dared not go near enough lo strike* Avenging heaven ! 1 
stood at the gap to intercept yon, to push> you into tikostrsam ; 
you flew past me ; asyou wene>in theact tolea^thochasm,! 
sprang to drive you headlong in ; you eBcq>ed, and wA aqr 
own iB^ietus I waa burled headk>ng into the vortei:,'^ 
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^ Go home, go home V^ cried I, scarcely knowing what I 
said ; /< I forgive you^ 1 forgive you — this night you might have 
been in Abraham's bosom." / 

V No !^' replied he, with voice as if a tomb ^ad spoken, it 
was so hollow, horrible, and deep ^ " I might have been in 
my wife's — and she'^s in hell." 

What more he would have said I dared not stay to hear ; I 
ran from him ; I dreaded to look behind ; my heart fluttered 
like a limed bird ; my breath and my limbs failed ; I was 
obliged to halt— to cast myself on the ground — to dty out, I 
knew not wherefore ; a phantasma overpowered mc^ and 1 
swooned away. 



CHAPTER VI. 

" Alas ! how isH with you, 
That tlras you bend your «ye on vacancy ?" 

^*Oh dear! oh dear! oh dear!" were the first sounds 1 
heard on recovering from the faiot into which I had fikUen, oxmI 
the first object I saw was Mr. Waft, with the tears coursing 
^wn *' his pityfiil nose," standing at my side and wringing his 
hands. '< Are ye dead, Mr. Todd ?— oh ! oh I Mr. Todd, are 
ye dead ? are ye dead ?" were the next sounds. 

Having recovered my senses* I said to him, '^ Help me up, 
BaUHe." 

« I'll do that, ril do that, Mr. Todd," cried he, stooping 
down and taking me under the right arm and hauling me up 
with might and main. 

** Where's Mr. Bell ?" said I softly, and cautiously looking 
round---'* where is he ? I hope he is gone home ; poor man !" 

«« Ofa, Mr. Todd, Mr. Todd, if it had na been for you and 
your dexterity, where indeed would have been Mr. Bell, or his 
precious soul ?" exclaimed the still distressed Baillie : <' he 
would have been over the Falls, food for fishes— 4bod for fishes." 

Being by this time quite recovered, I requested the bodie to 
compose himself .and to lend me his arm to help me home, for 
the shadow of the world was commg on, and the night bad 
eloeed her wiadow^sbutters. I then again inquired in a more 
iM>llected nanner for Mr. Bell. 

<*ln his drupkit condition^" replied the BaiUie^ "what 
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could hedo bot to iMtifor help ? He jostsaidye httditfislolied 
him fSrom {lerdition, bade me look to joa till he eoold Mid 
help ; and with his teeth chattering iHtb the cold a» if lib 
jaws were mill-hopperSy he ran off fo the town. <jude guide 
us ! how did he happen to M into the water ? surely it was 
not a fell-in-the-sea concern ; he did na mean to drown him- 
self, though every body says he is by himself.'^ 

**• No, Mr. Waft," was my grave and solemn response ; ** ye 
may contradict whoever says he intended ix^ drown^ himself;*' 
bat in a moment I was smitten with a consciousnesfl of having 
laid an emphasis on the last word that had been better softer ; 
and therefore I added, " This pathway on the raging river's 
brink is not a road for folk to take in the twilight ; alas for 
him, he was in great jeopardy!" 

'< That's true, that's a God's truth," said theBaillie in an 
awful whisper, holding up his left hand shaking ; *^ but it's 
among friends, it's among friends, it shall go no farther from 
me ; and, Mr. Todd, although ye dinna think me, as 1 well do 
know, a man of wisdom, yet I'm a Christian of the old leaven, 
and the less that's said of the poor demented mtti's miscliance 
the better ; let us keep a calm sough." 

I could perceive by this that the BailUe had seen or over* 
iiearf^eoiaetiiiog of what had taken plaee, and I waa tvMbkd. 
Mr. Bell was now a very near connexion to meaadrntBeL; for 
worldly reasons, therefore, as well as for Chrptian compttssipBy 
I had strong cause not to disclose his error**^bi9 orim% so I 
said, scarcely well knowing what was in the worda-^ 

" Yon's a dreadful jump yonder, Mr. Wa£lf it gan me 
grue when I think of it. Poor Mr. Bell, what made him come 
so suddenly after me ?'* 

<< Do you not know, Mr. Todd ?" exclaimed the Baillie : 
" Is't a possibility ye're in such a state of igoosunee 1 U'a 
happy for you to have such innocency of mind. But I know 
both what and who made him peril his temporal and eternal 
life ; it was the Deevil — Beelzebub, Belial, Satai^ Diabolus, 
Old Nick, Cluty, or any other opprobrium you fDwy blbve for 
bim." 

'' What do ye meao^ Mr. Waft ?" said I,ftua to put oirt of 
his head the darit knowledge which be had somehow ae^fuiied. 

<< Ah !" cried he, with a perturbed voices *' Provideikee^lMUB 
always a witness ready whenever mm M deed is to be.4o|ie» in 
order that when justice comes there laay be no la^k df. evi- 
dence. Ye'll no' be pleased, however^ to hear What I Imoac^ 
and less bow I came to Ham it" ^ 
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Be tiieo pioceeded to tell m^, that taking his eTemng stroll, 
he bsLj^penoif being walking in the Bush^ to of erfaear, unseen, 
Mr. Bell 9p^V^ Tehemently to himsdf, ottering my name 
with imprecationsy and betraying a spirit full of hate against 
me; but that, just as he was about r to interpose and to 
reason with him on his unreasonableness, he bad seen me 
coming along the road, by which he was led to keep him- 
self conceal^ in' the Bush until he should see something like 
a como-to^ass takii^ place. In this spirit he had dodged both 
our progresaion9 and our tergiyersations, until he suspected 
his tears were grater than reascm could approve. But in re- 
turning homeward he happened to halt on the top of the clifi' 
which I had to pass, and where Mr. Bell had posted himself 
to waylay me» and he saw his gestures, and heard what was 
said between us. It was therefore of no use to equivocate : 
still« however, while I netther contradicted nor disputed what 
he mentioned and surmised, it was not prudent to allow him to 
imagine I gave credit to behalf of what he said. But still, 
here was a third person in full possession of the evidence 
which might be brought against the frantic man. I did not^ 
however, advert to the criminal purpose of Mr. Bell, or even 
in any particular manner to the testimony Mr. Waft by law 
and oonscience might be constrained to bear against him. 
Therefore, without alluding in any particular way to the event 
— I may say, without alluding directly to it at all,— we walked 
on towards the town ; but I could not divest the Baillie's 
mind of the conviction that Mr. Bell was actuated by a mur- 
derous intent against me. 

Suspicions often beget the events they dread. It seemed 
to me, that independently of all other considerations^ if Mr. 
Waft allowed himself to speak of what he had seen, Mr« 
Bell might be driven to perpetrate something either on him- 
self or others. My situation, and the credit of all connected 
with the poor insane, were in fearful hazard ; I however said 
nothing ; hut on reaching home retired to my own chamber, 
and ruminated with sorrow on the events of this critical 
evening. ' 

The conduct of Mr. Bell was too terrible to be thought of; 
I could not think of letting eveq my wife know of the danger 
to which I had been exposed ; but, while I acknowledged to 
her discerning eye that I had met with something which had dis- 
compesed me, I gave her no reason to suspect that it was at 
the hands of so near a rektion, or by an attempt so wicked. 

What I did tell hert serv^, however, for new matter to the 



180 LAWBIE TOBD. 

nrgumcnt vith which she urged her wish that we 'should letive 
Judiville. That her wish was taking root in roy own mind 
Could not be denied, 6ut that it was' likely to have been 
i^rengthed by the influence of such an adventure no one could 
have foreseen ; sometimes I thought of telling her -at once aH, 
and of consenting to quit the place without farther delay ; but 
a tender interest prevented we from doing any thing preju- 
dicial to Mr. Bell. Without, therefore, coming to any deci- 
sive resolution, 1 preserved silence ; and Baillie Waft, odd, 
perplexing, and afflicting as the bodie was in general, had iht 
good sense on this painful occasion to bold his peace. 



CHAPTER VII. 

^^ Oh, WTetchBd state ! oh, bosom black as death i 
Oh, limed seal, that, struggliiif to be frea, . * 
^nore engaged^ Help, aagSe I make assay : 
Bow, stubborn kqpes ; and heart with strinjj^s of ^teek 
Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe V* 

About? two hours after my return home, as I was sitting by 
myself in my chamber, having requesCed my wife to leave me 
alone, a messenger came from the Eagle-tavern, to beg me to 
go thither \\hcre a gentleman was waiting anxiously to seem^. 
1 went immediately, and was shown into a private parlour. 

On entering the room, I perceived nobody, but only a table- 
lamp with a moon-shade : as soon, however, as the waiter 
closed the door, Mr. Bell came from behind it. 

I was greatly agitated at the sight of him ; but without 
speaking be walked round to the far-side of the table on which 
the lamp was standing, and looked at me with a strange but 
steady stare. 

Being a tall man, the light was cast in a very awful manner 
on his coui^tenance, the shadows were thrown upwards, and 
the dark hollows of his eyes made his visage as dismal as a 
memento mori. 

I waited to hear what he had to say, resdlved that my words 
should be few, and, if possible, well chosen : at last b6 broke 
in these strong terms — 

" So, you think me capable of committing murder ?" 

" You have told me so yourself, Mr. Bell," was rtiy answer ; 
/' be thankful fou have been preserved from the gailt of so 



great a crime* Wbathavel done to e9ca£perate tbenn within 
you to an issue so terrible ?'' 

He looked at me for some time with a solemn eye and a 
resolute serenity of countenance ; it was supeihuman : he then 
said — . 

*^ You have done me many kind favours, and yet I have been 
constrained to hate you." 

" Constrained, Mr. Bell ! What do you mean ? By what 
have you been constrained ?" 

'< By Satan," replied he : <' my reason* my will, are at 
war withm me, against the foul phantasy by which I am pos- 



*^ Mr. Bell," said I, << it were better we talked no farther on 
this business ; go home and implore Divine assistance to enable 
you to overcome the prideful demon that has of late had you 
too much in his power* Allow me to wish you good night*-^ 
good night" 

^* You shall not go !" cried he, coming roond to where I 
stood ; <« I must explain to you the ccmtroversy of my spirit — 
you cannot else know hqw much I merit your pardon. Oh ! 
heaven and helU burning and glory, death and light, burning 
bliss and p^dition, mingled ^ to make a chaos in this bosom 
before the conception of murder was complete." 

" This, Mr. Bell, is passion— what avails it to yourself or 
to me, now, to tell me of your purpose ; I trust the infatua- 
tion has gone off and that yet you may enjoy many days of 
liappiness and honour. Be you calm, and it wiU remain a 
secret : I pray you, let me go iiome : may Heaven compose 
you!'* 

While I spoke these few rapid sentences, his visage under- 
went an appalling change, and he grasped me by the right 
wrist with bis right hand, and looked in my face with a glare 
that made me shudder. 

« No !" he exclaimed, in a hoarse and hollow voice,-^" no ; 
my purpose is unquenched." 

I started frcHn him* and cried, " In the name of all that's 
holy, why have you sent for me ? I ought not to stop one. mo- 
ment Icmger.'* 

He followed me and laid his hand upcm, my shoulder ; ** You 
shall not go ;" and be fell on my neck and wept like a child. 

When the paroxysm subsided, he sat down on a dttir ; but 
there was in all this such manifest madness, that I had a dread 
^upon me lest he would att^apt violence, and compel me to 
call for help. 

Vol. n.— 16 
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« Mr. Bell»" said T, << by what strange phrensyare you driven 
to hate me ? — when we were both poor nien» equal though ub- 
equal» 1 regarded you as a'friendy and I believe you so consi- 
dered me ; 1 had then confidence in my destiny, and you had 
the same — ^not in your own, Sir, but in mine. Your service 
was useful, and for it I admitted you into the chances of my 
fortune, and by partaking of them you have risen to a rank, to 
which, if you did aspire in your hopes, nothing in your Vife or 
conduct warranted you to expect. Unhappy man I I pity you, 
and for your sake will hereafter avoid you :— again I wish you 
good night." 

** Demons have been before cast out of men," cried he, rub- 
bing his temples wildly with both hands, ** and the I>evii hath 
once more departed from me. I am now calm, and have a tale 
to tell, that, even were you sunk beneath my knife, would make 
you pity me. During these whirlwinds, some horrible thirst 
instigates me to long for your blood ; to quaff it would be as 
the enjoyment of love." 

I could listen to no more ; I saw him kindling again, and 
opening the door, called aloud for help ; he stood amazed — 
dejected ; several persons who were in the bar-room obeyed 
the summons. 

" Gentlemen !" exclaimed I, "Mr. Bell this evening met 
with an accident ; he fell into the river ; he has not tdcen care 
of himself ; a fever has come on, and it attacks his brain." 

He cast on me a glance of indescribable intelligence ; it 
expressed a wild thankfulness for my forbearance ; in the same 
moment he threw himself again *into a chair, and gave way to 
the most demoniac bursts of laughter. 

Doctor Phials was sent for, by whom he was bled ; he was 
then put to bed in the tavern, and two men appointed to watcli 
him. From that time he remained silent ; and when at a late 
hour I approached his couch to bid him good night, he took 
hold of my hand, and pressed it with kindly warmth, looking 
up in ray face with such sad and solicitous eyes ! 

I had not left him many minutes when, it seems, he started 
up, and tearing the bandage from his arms, broke o^t into 
hideous imprecations on himself ; insomuch that the men were 
oUiged to employ force before they could get him subdued 
and the bleeding stopped. But though they afterward de- 
scribed the scene, and their alarm, as'believing him under the 
disaster of a fever, one of them next day curiously inquired if 
I did think Mr. Bell was really delirious. 

Certainly I did regard his disease as of the mind, and for 
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that, before returning home, I went, regardless of the late 
hour, to Mr. Dinleloof. I roused him from his bed, and re- 
lated to him as much as I thought he ought to know of the case, 
entreating him to go to Mr. Bell, persuaded that the sweetness 
in his piety could not fail to appease the bitter thoughts of the 
demoniac's remorse. And it was well I did so ; for on seeing 
Mr. Dinleloof he became calm, and after some time, having 
persuaded him to dismiss the two attendants, he made a clean 
breast of the insane vengeance which at times attained such 
awfiil masterdom over him. 

This confession the gentle dominie confided to me in the 
morning, and i charged him, as no crime had been committed, 
to bury it in his own breast. About midday, after a refresh- 
ing sleep, the penitent returned to his own house, an altered, 
lowly, and dejected man. 

ft is dark and solemn to believe one's self hated to death ; all 
less enmities may be known wjth comparative ease of mind, 
but the knowledge of such a sepulchral fact is poison in the 
cup of life — ^it is a spectre haunting you in all plar.es. The 
shadows of the twilight take form and substance from it ; the 
scratching of the pilfering mouse becomes like the in-breaking 
of a burglar with murderous intents ; the visiter's knock hath 
die horror of a 'laruro in it ; the casual glance of the stranger 
is mysterious ; the haste of a follower in the street startles you ; 
the fields are^fult of fear, and in the woods ^* the sound of the 
shaken leaf shall chase you." 



CHAPTER Vm. 

*« He to England shall along with yon." 

My mind being made up to leave Judiville, I set about the 
necessary preparations, but not without some tugging at the 
heart before 1 could screw my resolution to the sticking point. 
With respect to worldly means, my elder family were all well 
provided ; three of them, in their domestic condition, had as 
fair a prospect of felicity as commonly appertains to the state 
of man ; but still I was loth to leave them, especially to leave 
my discreet and sagacious Charles, who had not yet found a 
conjugal helpmate. 
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I had also some anxioty conceniiog wjbere to fix ow pfeee 
of rest ; but» after due coDeultatioos, both my wife and I agreed 
that we ought to make our first domicile in London* where we 
could enjoy eurselyes in our own way more unheeded than in 
the country ; and that, as 1 had no cause of business pressing 
for haste* we should take our journey and the voyage at our 
leisure ; as the song sings* said I, «< Liet us live by ^ way." 

It was soon known we were about to move ; indeed, it had 
been expected from the time 1 retired from the responsibV^ties 
of business ; and so far it was fortunate, for some rumour had 
begun to spread of Mr. BelPs wicked animosity ; and but foe 
the previous opinion, it might have been thought I was Ueeiog 
from his hate ; which would have been a woful thing to have 
heard as causeway talk, considering the connexion between 
our families, and that he was a minister of the Gospel. For 
myself, 1 did every thing in my power to arrest the rumour^ 
and to pacify the feelings of the miserable man, by showiog 
him all manner o£ outward respect. The reverence of the 
mind I could not give, and 1 was grieved at feeling myaelf so 
little of a Ohrii^tian as to be so contumacious. 

I suJQTered nlso sorrow at the thought of bidding old Mr. 
{ioskinsand hj» peaceful wife farewell for ever. He had been 
to m^ a kind friend and a wise counsellor* and in all the oddi- 
ties of his nature 1 had never found a knot. He was a bird's- 
eye piaple, fuU of 9peck$ and swirls, but firm md beauti&l in 
the grain. His wife bad been as a mother to my daughters 
from the time their ^wn was taken away ;«--she had brought 
them up with commendable habits of household thrift ; a solid 
foundation, upon which Mrs. Cockspur and their stepmother 
raised the lighter ornaments of parlonr proprieties, and made 
them competently fit to assist in the ministration of the ample 
means with which it had pleased Pvovidence to endow their lots. 

And truly to confess, I was not quite content at the thought 
of parting for aye from that dn^et of vexatios, John Wait ; 
for how it was no man can tell, but to a certainty 1 had a 
strong r^ard for the bodie* although we nerer met wi^bout 
fighting a duel wiib needles and pins* inking ee^ i^aotiier to 
the quick* I was not, hewev^* l^i long to croon oter a 
<< farf thee well/ and if for ever," eoueeroing Ivm ; for alKHit 
a week or ten days before 4e time settled for our departore 
be called on me* 

*« Bo ye're arfoing* are ye. Mr, Todd ?'♦ aaid be* ** aa^ no 
deubt with a ppnia ye may shake agaiuat die wiadi na* if a' 
tales be true* in the very teeth of a hurricaoe^oeky fbt you i 
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A blithe day was that, and ought to be considered so, when ye 
were transported from the pier of Leith to the wilds of Ame- 
rica for sedtitien or high treason — wbilk was't ? However, 
I'm Qo*" come to speak peace and consolation at this time, but 
to consult you, if ye have leisure, anent a sma' matter of 
business." 

" What is't, Baillie ? for I must beg you to be brief, as ye 
see me busy making up my papers." 

" Well then, Mr. Todd, I'D use but few words. Ever since 
I came to this settlement, je have been the best of friends to 
me ; for, notwithstanding your fashous temper, I'll maintain 
alway that ye're no' void of every virtue, but can be both 
friendly and even civil when ye happen no' to be in your tan- 
trams." 

" Mr. Waft," said I, not having time then to talk much to 
him, " f request you to come to the point, for I see very well 
that ye're wising and fleeching to get the weather-gauge of 
me. What is it you have to say ?" 

" No, as snre's death, Mr. Todd, I'm noo on sincere busi- 
ness : I just have come to ask you how ye would advise me to 
send my bit gathering home?" 

" Home ! Gude preserve us ! Are ye thinking of going 
home too ? — that's news !" 

" 'Deed am I, Mr. Todd ; for what would I do with mysel' 
when ye're gone ? I would just dauner about and dwine away, 
thinking of you, my auld friend, and the blithsome cracks we 
have had wi' one another, and would some morning be found 
cauld dead at the root of a muckle tree. If I didna loup o'er 
the linn, a man demented for having nothing to wreak himself 
upon." 

^^ I really must say, Johnny," replied I, softened to bear him 
so speak, for it v^s in unison with my own feelings towards 
the troublesome creature — " I must say, it's a satisfaction to 
hear ye're in a circumstance to return home ; and I would 
advise you to go to my brother in the Bank, and he'll send your 
money just as ye wish it." 

'< That, no doubt, Mr. Todd, he can do in a most correct 
manner ; but then he charges pre-cents. for something he calls 
the exchange) and a pre- cent, for the negotiation ; noo, as I 
ken nothing about exchanges or negotiations, 1 would fain be 
counselled by you." 

«* What may ye have to remit, Baillie ?" 
^* Oh, no great sum ; ye needna speer that, and the pre-crat. 

uld take the bowels out of it. Now, if ye would, just in 
16* 
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coosideration of the m^j fiuuq^ dayn we tove bad in the woods 
together, take my moyjdy p^onief here, and give me two lui«9. 
that ye*U payH back at boroet it woqld be kind and neryiceable," 

<< Well, Baillie^ I suppose it must be so. How muob have 
ye to remit ?" ^ 

" Only a trifle. Oh ! Mr. Todd, although you younjei' have 
been a most fortunate man, it has not been so ivitb every body 
that has come to America. Your brother kens the particulars 
of my hainings, which I <ianiiot say mysel* ezactJy^ust give 
roe a scrape of a pen to him to transfer the amount tp youir 
credit, telling him ye have agreed to take it and will repay ojbe 
in Britain. Among friends that have confideooe in one another, 
like us, there's no need to be standing upon bills and bonds, 
and sic like ceremonies." 

Well, I did accordingly as the Baillie requested, and he went 
to the Bank and settled the matter outright. The money was 
passed to my account, and he wheedled my brother to give 
him an original and duplicate of a letter describing the trans- 
action ; but the courteous reader may well imagine my sur- 
prise, when I heard that the remittance amounted to upwards 
of two thousand pounds, and the devil pf a bodie bad con- 
trived to get the better of me to the tune of more than two 
hundred and thirty pounds, for 1 had no conception be was so 
rich ; I need not say, therefore* that I was seriously angry to 
have Wen so taken in, and vowed in mj displeasure never to 
speak to him again. 

<< In the name of honesty," said I, when upbraiding bim« 
'^ bow have you made so much money ?" 

" How wpuld ye like, Mr. Todd, if I would -say, < In the name 
of dishonesty, how have ye made your inordinate riches ?"* 
was his reply. 

It was of no use to argue with him — wkat's bred in Ibe 
bone is ill to get out of the flesh ; so, when I reflected on my 
own circumstances, I resolved to let this loss drop,-r>but 1 
could not divine how &uch a trifling silly bodie, in every thing* 
got so the better of me. It was really a mystery I could never 
explain. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

I'll privily away. I lore the t»0op]0. 
Bat do not likp to stage me to their eves : 
Thoagh it do weU, I do not relish well 
Their loud applause, and Ave$ vebement.-^ 
Fare you well !" 

Oji the day precediog our faiveweU to JudivlUei I assembled 
all my frieDda and theconneidoDs of mj family ; i even invited 
Mr. Bell** but I must honesdy confess inis was not done with- 
out a struggle ; not that I bcneiiim any ill-will, nor could doubt - 
Jiis penitence sipceiie ; but he had manifested such an ungo- 
vernable spirit, that 1 never could reconcile it to my notions 
of propriety, to countenance a man who had raised his hand 
against his neighbour's life. 

There may be those who will think I was actuated by the 
murderous intent having been aimed against myself ; and from 
the secret recesses of the heart, whence influences issue upon 
our wills unknown to ourselves, doubtless some antipathy may 
have worked upon me to that eSscL But I w«9 um^onsciou^ 
of the evil-— I believed mysdf to have pardoned his fearful 
maiignity, with a charity that had not a scruple of i^eservatioB 
in it ; but, nevertheless, I could not escape from a sense of 
horror, when I thought of his demoniac purpose. Still, w the 
occasion was little i^ort of a death's leave-taking, I stifled my 
feelings, and, on account of our i>e]atiopship, invited him to be 
present, and he eame. 

We all spent a jocund afternoon together ; the women over- 
whelmed me with amall commissions to execute for them is 
London. I thought they ought ra^ to have employed my 
wife ; but she was of a sedate humour, and they at all times 
used more freedom with me than with her. Of course I was 
not wanting in giving good advice to my sons, nor 4Ud I Hmsjk 
my daughters and the geniie Vohimnia, my eldeal eon's wift^ 
without Om need of a modicuB <rfthat wme unclion^at kM 
thejrgotit 

Mr. Bell aai almeit ifuite niimi duriag the greater pert of 
the entertainment) but his countenance wan lees imoee Ihw 
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usaal ; and when he did make an observation, there was a 
penetrating pathos in his voice deeply afiecting. 

As we proposed to set out on our journey before break of day, 
I had my own particular part of the play to bring forward. 
Without letting even my wife know, short-bread, seed-cakes, 
and wine — a full service of all the elements commonly in use 
at a Scottish burial, — were prepared for the occasion ; and just 
as the ladies rose to separate, I caused tliis banquet to be 
brought in by the men of Mr. Dovetail, the carpenter and 
undertaker, all in mourning, as if they were serving a funeral. 
I took myself the first glass of the offered wine, and thought 
to have calmly, but with solemnity, taken a last farewell, and 
given my blessing without agitation T but, when I looked 
around, and beheld my children, my brother, so many that I 
loved and valued, standing as it were at the bedside of my de- 
partal, and considered myself destined to see some of them no 
more within the scene and sphere of time, my heart swelJed,. 
and I was obliged to set down the glass, and ^ive way to an 
agony of tears. 

It was a weak conceit to prepare thkt pageant; but I 
intended to mark by it the awful point of life, to which the 
parting from so many that were so dear to me, had brought 
us. I had not, however, sufficiently considered the infirmity 
of my own character, nor could 1 have anticipated what ensued. 
The women f yea^ all present, even Mr. Hoskins,* caught the 
feeling by which I was moved, and resumed Ifaeir seats, many 
of them in tears. At that crisis, Mr. Bell stepped out from 
the comer in which he had sequestered himself, and doming 
into the midst of the circle, and lifting his hapds, began to 
pray. 

Such a prayer 1 so awful, so penitential in the acknowledg- 
ments, it smote every heart with dread ; it was as if he sto^ 
face to face in th9 presence, confessing every sin that the 
recording angel had written in the ancient volume of the Book 
of Life against him. My grief departed from me like a vapour 
as he spoke, and my tears were dried up with sorrow and 
wonder. 

After this vehement burst of contrition had subsided, be 
turned himself towards me,*and implored my pardon ; for, in 
the passion of his tremendous orison, he confessed his guilty 
intent against me ; and harrowed the soals of all who heard 
him, with his story of the temptations on that dreadfiil night. 
But for this avowal from hiniself, the secret would never hkve 
been divulged by me. 
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Such was the manner of the pay- way of our departure from 
Judiville. . In the mornings before the east was dappled, the 
extra, engaged to take us to Utica was at the door, and with 
my wife, our child, and my son Charles, took us beyond the 
environs of the town before the dawn appeared. It was so 
intended, for I knew what I must have suffered had I been 
obliged to bid farewell to my friends and neighbours in public. 

In our journey to New- York nothing special occurred ; we 
travelled leisurely at our pleasure, and on our arrival there, 
made up our minds to remain a month. This was a fortunate 
decision ; it afforded time for my son to forgather with Naomi 
Primly, the daughter of my old friend, by which occurrence 
we were induced to prolong our stay until we saw them mar- 
ried. 

Soon after the wedding we embarked for London in the 
Brighton, commanded by Captain Sebor, one of the elect for 
mildness ; and were safely landed on the twenty-sixth day from 
that on which we took our departure from New-York. 

We had not been much above a week on shore, when who 
should come in upon us, but aunty l^eeny ? who, on hearing 
of our arrival, had, as she said^ made an elopement (rom Edin- 
burgh by James Watt steamboat to offer her salutations on 
our return into the circumference of Christendom, and to enjoy 
with us the entertainment of curiosities which adorn the me- 
tropolitan summit of Britannia's empire. She brought me two 
lines which had been addressed to me at Chucky Stanes from 
BaiUie Waft, telling that he and Lucky his wife had been safely 
set down in Paisley, and wanting my advice about the disposal 
of *^ the bit gathering'' he had with so much hard labour^ 
pains, and industry earned in the wilderness of the woods of 
America. That, however, in these bad times, is a question 
not easy to answer, so I shall tell him. In the mean time, 
I here condude the history of a life that has been in many 
points not made up of every-day oocurrences, and which serves 
to show how little of good fortune is owing to our own foresight. 



APPEJTDIX 



No. I. 



New- York. 

Should I live to see the city again visited with the yellow 
fever, I have determined to remove as soon as my neighbours. 
f took hotice of many things during the prevalence of the late 
fever, that 1 think may be of use to the inhabitants to be in- 
formed of, should the return of another such calamity compel 
them to leave their homes. 

But before 1 proceed, I owe my friends and neighbours an 
apology, in return /or the interest they took in my fate while I 
remained in the infected district. I have resided in this neigh- 
bourhood since the death of Dr. Treat, in the year 1 795, and 
never left it during the prevalence of the yellow fever in all 
that period : and as the fever never, tiU this last season, pre- 
vailed in my neighbourhood, I did not take the alarm till it 
was too late to remove. In my house resides an old, infirm 
female relative ; it was almost impossible to remove her — and 
to have left her in the care of a stranger would have been 
cruel. Our plants, (near tOOO) would have all perished in a 
few days ; any person that has been in the habit of raising 
plants, knows there is a certain attachment beyond their value 
in dollars and cents — vegetable life is life still. I know those 
cold, calculating mortals, whose ideas never rose above a bale 
of cotton, or a cask of molasses, will smile at this. It only 
shows, that th«y are neither burthened with mother-wit nor 
philosophy. 

Besides, our whole stock of seeds, pease, and beans would 
have been destroyed, as the rats came round me in hundreds 
in a few days after my neighbours removed ; and had not the 
cats in nearly equal numbers quickly followed, I could hardly 
have stood my ground. But these useful cats, (like some of 
our good democrats, who generously serve the public fox ten 
or twelve dollars per day,) compelled by hunger, and no doubt 
in gratitude for what food and shelter I gave them, so com- 
pletely cleared the premises, that 1 have not seen a rat since 
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the iOth of September last. Let me here remind.the public, 
should they again leave their homes, not to forget these poor 
animals, and suffer them to die by hundreds in &e streets with 
hunger. A wise king once said, ^< A merciful man is merciful 
to his neighbour's l^ast." What are we to think of them 
who had no mercy on their own beasts ? here, if I could com- 
mand words, I ought to record the philanthropy of two Long 
Island milkmen, and a generou8*hearted Irishman, who, for 
several weeks, left at my doors each a quart of milk for Uie 
good o{ the starving cdts ; also, of a very big coloured woman, 
residing at the comer of John and Cliff-streets, who might be 
seen every morning in the street before her door, dividing the 
offals, which she had collected from the market, amonf forty 
or fifty cats. 

On the 7th September, having sent the last of my family to 
the country, and considering it my duty to remain, I made my 
arrangements for life or death, just as Providence might order. 
I engaged a nurse to live in my house and af^r several fruitless 
. attempts, a respectable physician undertoo^L to attend me, if 
wanted. I rose at my usual hour every morning, wrought as 
usual all day, and went to bed at ten, my regular hour for many 
years past ; and by way of preventive, as has always been my 
custom whenever the fever prevailed, put on mj vnnter daikes, 
and before I left my room in the morning, took half a glass of 
rue water f which is made by putting two ounces of green rue 
in a porter^bottle, and adding one pint of clear rain water, 
and one pint of Holland gin. 

From the most particular observations I have been able to 
make, I am satisfied in my own mind, that we would have do 
yellow fever in New- York, in a public sense, and but few 
cases in a private sense, without a j$r«< exciting auue. I be- 
lieve the air of the city was in a state to receive infection, but 
the flame would not have burst out, except some foul vessel, 
like the match apphed to the powder, first commenced the 
blaze. I found this opinion on the fact, tluit the fever has 
always commenced its march from the neighbourhood of 
our wharfs ; and for several weeks previous to the late fever, 
a number of very dirty, suspicious-looking vessels, apparently 
Spanish or Portuguese, lay near the spct where it first com- 
menced. What effect the contents of one of these nasty ves- 
sels might have, could they be discharged among the inhabit- 
ants of Bergen or Harlem Heights, it is Jiard to tell. . But one 
thing we all are sure of, that neither the nek, the dead, aor 
their bedding, has ever spread the contagion in the villages. 



By fe?Qr in A private sense, I mean individuals who took the 
fever. I believe there was not one who remained in the 
infected district till the beginning of October, but what had 
the seeds of the disease ripe in their blood ; and wanted oiily 
some act of imprudence, such as intoxication, colds, over- 
fatigue, &c. to set the disease a-going. I could fill a volume 
of instances in support of this opinion, to which I was an eye- 
^yitne999 in the late and former fevers. ^ 

Yours, &p. 

No.'ll. 

In my last I stated that I never saw a single instance of what 
I would term a spontaneous . case of yellow fever. The first 
case in my neighbourhood the season past, was Mr. Tate, a 
respectable coloured man, temperate, strong, and healthy. He 
was one of ;the temporary watch — was on duty the night of the 
3d of September, was dressed in thin clothes, no great coat«^ 
it rained in the night, he got partially wet» complained of pain 
in the bones next day, was out next night again — no great coat 
— weather very hot. He told me it changed about two o'clock 
in the morning, and that he felt the cold very sensibly. At 
half-past five the. thermometer stood in ray yard at fi%-two. 
I took hold of his hand — his pulse beat high-^1 advised him to 
call a physician— he was afraid of being reported — he took 
medicine : while under its operation, was out and in — some- 
times dressed, sometimes in bed. On Saturday the seventh^ 
at five P. M. I spoke to him in the street ; on Sunday evening 
a physician. was called for the first time; and by half«past 
seven he was dead. Sept. 14.— It rained early this morning* 
Smith and bLs wife, residing at 2 \\ Nassau-street, stood near 
half an hour collecting water from a gutter — got completely 
wet — taken down same day. Smith died in seven, and his 
-wife some days after him. James North, stocking- weaver, in 
my house, having business in the Bowery, met with an old 
acquamtance — stayed till night — was overtaken by a thunder 
shower — got completely wet ; next morning had the fever in 
its highest degree, and died the seventh day. Two out of the 
five sugar-house cases commenced in a similar manner ; but 
as all their 4>lace8 of residence was in the upper part of the 
city, I never got any account of the others. There is cme 
fact worth recording here, viz. Mr. Christian, the foreman, 
a sober, regular, temperate man, wa» the only person about 
the wodcB.who eat and slept nearly through the yAio\& fever 

Vol. U.-.17 «-!-/-« 
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season stt the sugar-fapuse, and be enjoyed his usoal faealtiu 
The other men slept up town, and came to work in the morn- 
ing. It appeared to me, from the manner hi which the doctors 
reported cases to the Board of Health, that ^ej had entered 
into a condpitacy to scare the already frightened ii^habitants 
of New- York. Alwut the lOth of September, Peter Suns was 
reported sick of yellow fever in Orange-street ; it was added 
that he had attended Tate. This was incorrect ; for Tate 
had no attendance : the fact is, Sims was at Tate's funeral. 
Next day, being a little indisposed, he called a physician, who, 
as soon as he learned where he had been, pronounced it yellow 
fever ; however, he was able to go about his usual business in 
a few days. 

Next week, Abraham Gordon was rep<nted sick of yelldw 
fever, with the addition, he had been in T*te'd house. Gor- 
don belonged to the temporary watch— *fey down the :ft^ part 
o^ the evening) and having overslept himseff; harried out^ ft>r- 
getting his watch coat ; in one hour was strode with a i^ill, 
bad a sharp attack of the fever, hot recovered. 

A man was reported- sick of yeHow ferer, and hy way of 
aFddition, it was «tated^ this man assisted to extinguish the fi^e 
in the Coal-Yard, at the bottom of Rectot'-street. Here was 
a most alarming instance of the poisonous atmosphefre in 
Wasbington'Street. Now for the tdiole truth. The fire was 
extinguished b^ween twelve and one o'clock P. M-.---a very 
hot day ; if I am not mistaken, the 21st of 'Septetobet. TB& 
man, covered with sweait, dust, and smoke, (and maybe a lit^ 
stimulated withal,) throws -off his clothes, and plunges in the 
stream. I have no doubt but the doctors Who reported the 
above ca8f«» knew the attending circutnstancea ; and hadtbey 
been reported along with the oases, it would hare tendisd to 
diminish the terror of &e infected districtv and thrown Hght ca 
the commencement of this terrible disease : but, however 
important this might have been to everyinbaWtant of this ctty, 
it appealed {-.xt least to. me) there was something like a pre- 
meditated plan to suppress every uhing that mijght throw light 
on the siibject. When a physician was called, his firet inquiry 
was — not how the patient had conducted himself for the iast 
two or three days ; whether he had been exposed to^ extra 
fatigue, cold, or excess of any kind — ^but, where have yon 
been ? Tf it was ascertained that the patient had lieenr ih any 
part of the city to the southward of Beekman-street, his case 
was invmediately pronounced ^diow, although, as in several 
instances, it proved (o have been only a sliffht attack of dorii^ 
feoer. It was enough to make common sense blush to read 



the dail^. xeparUi at this period. It was only after a long and 
viQleot conte^ that any fever to the east of Beekman-street, 
was. admitted to be yellow ; while it was as clear as a sua- 
beam, that the fever began at the water's edge on the west 
point of the city, and marched with a steady step, till it reached 
the eastern shore at Corler's Hook, and there stopped^ having 
no more subjects to feed on. 

Yours, &>c. 



No. III. 



One beautiful mognlight evening, towards the end of 
September, ! walked up Broadway to view its desolations. 
I stopped fifteen minutes near the spot in Chaniber-sfreet, 
where the man used to fix his spy-glass to look at the moon. 
It appeared as if I then stood on the line between the living 
and the dead. Below was the stillness of death, only inter- 
rupted now and then by the groans of the sick and dying, the 
rattling of the hearse, then voice of the solitary watchman, and 
the squalling of the starved cats. Above, was the usual bustle 
of street- waULors ; and the wind blowing gently from the north, 
I could plainly distinguish the broad, hoarse laugh o( the 
crowds around. the doors of the Circus, whose iiiterior was 
crowded with pur citizens, who only a few days previous had 
fled before the face o[ death, but now, in the full tide of fan- 
cied security^ joined chorus with master sweeps and their 
apprentices, made the air resound as if all hell had broken 
loose. I thought if these people had any feelings, they could 
by no means be of the finer kind. 

I will now conclude my remarks, by giving you a few of 
my thoughts on things as they passed. I thought the machine 
used for conveyinij the sick poor to the Hospital, was the most 
improper that could be contrived for that purpose, as \ never 
could discern any difierence between it, either in shape, size, 
or colour, and the one used for carrying the dead to Potter's 
Field. The rich, who were removed after being taken sick, fared 
little better; only they were dragged off in a gilded chariot, 
wbUe the former rode in a hearse ; but few, very few, of either 
rich ox poor, who were removed, when sick, ever returned, t 
thought the life of tiie patient was generally decided by the 
treatment they received during the three or fpur hoqrs after 
being attacked by the prevailing disease. 

OnlheHth of . September* I received, through the post 
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office, letters from two respectable physicians then oat of town, 
exhorting me, by all the arguments of religion, nature, and 
friendship, to fly. from the infected district, as a man ought to 
fly whose house was on fire, &>c. > In my mind I felt very grate- 
ful for their disinterested and kind intentions ; andhaditbeea 
in my power, I would have left the city, had it only been to 
please them ; but I had a post which I thought it was my duty 
to keep, even at the risk of my life ; besides, the comparisoa 
of a ^' house on fire*' I did not think was strictly applicable 
to my situation. I thought it was more like going into battle^ 
where every shot might kill me or my neighbour ; — but all 
would not fall ; and though death flies thick, the man or officer 
who leaves his post, is deservedly punished. J thought when 
I saw a man issuing from the war-office with his commission 
to fight the battles of his country, and another issuing from a 
surgeon's hall with his diploma to practise the healing art, that 
both, in some sense, took their lives in their hands ; the oae 
to defend his country's rights, and the other as a guardian o£ 
the public health. I thought when I saw the lamp-lighter 
every morniug come from Greenwich, climb the infected 
fence, to trim, and again at night to light every lamp in the 
district, — when I saw the bakers from the Bowery, and the 
milkmen from Long-Island, come their rounds every morning, 
(men who lived in pure air,) and not to take the fever, I thought 
that fear had fallen on certain doctors, where no fear was. 
When I saw six or seven respectable physicians daily go their 
rounds in the infected district, some on foot, and some in 
their chairs, and at times attending the sick poor from whom 
they could never expect any compensation, I thought they 
deserved a statue of gold. When I saw the assistants of the 
Board of Health every day, with about fifty pounds weight of 
keys, exploring every infected comer of this district, and the 
same drivers of the hearse daily pass my doors with their load 
of mortality, I thought either the doctrine of the fever's being 
communicated by smell or breathing, was not correct ; or that 
Providence, in mitigation of this calamity, by a miracle pre- 
served the lives of these men in the performance of their 
necessary duties. — There was another remarkable fact: I 
never could learn that any of the regular city night-watch 
took the fever, though they stood their regular tours through 
all the infected district ; nor the men who watched the banks 
by night and by day. But these men were sober, steady? 
cautious livers, who knew the value of great-coats, even in a 
Hummer night. It is true, five or six of the temporary watch 
died ; but they were a diffet'ent sort of men from our oUl 



mheaMiM IHilcb eaxUn^q, mi^iy of wiioxQ GOw^pose the city 
vn^* . I4o-4^t meaiitQ say that no temperate li?e» fell 
wliliMblatiieyfUaw £^v^r: IJutowmaqy: and I have known 
some af tiuEi «laa9 to^^it fix>m nind to eleven o'clock at night 
in tkQMHUg cool paw^ige of their houses* enjoying a most agree* 
able current ol* m, a^ thi^k they were promotiiig healSi by 
checking p4»8{»ration. I have known some I^y taking preven- 
tives f^^tce.tiwk bodies till they raised the fever in their blood : 
one^f Ibis 4$has I could name, who died of yellow fever, with 
Ms pockets fyll>of anti-bilious pills. One or two cases were 
repearted of peinfons who, it was said, came from the country, 
walked in the infected district, went home, took the fever, and 
cSed. It may be true: but J su^ect, if the circumstances 
bad been properly investigated, they would have borne another 
complexion. Among a hundred instances I could mention in 
oppositie^ to this doctrine of instantaneous infection^ I will 
mention only one : the wife of Mr. Christian, foreman of the 
sugar-choose in Liberty-street, removed to the country with her 
three children, about the beginning of July. About the mid- 
dle of September, hearing of the many cases reported in and 
about the sugar-house, she got so alarmed for the fate of her 
husband, who still resided in the sugar-house, that she returned 
with her children, and lived eight days in the sugar-house — 
went back tQ the country — came to town again in Navember 
with her children^ all in good health ; neither of whom had 
one hour's sickness, though they had eat, slept, and breathed, 
in the most infected spot of the whole iufected district, 
for eight days and! nights. How well this fact corresponds 
with Ibe eases of two children in Dutch^street, reported with 
great poimp, no doubt, to the Board of Health, who, as the 
report stated, had been looking through the board fence, corner 
of Broadway and Liberty-stre^! It turned out, however, that 
they had been at market — fell in with 9i liberal Dutch market-^ 
man— *(a rare occurrence!) — ^got as many peaches as they 
could eat-«4ook sick ; but in a few hours they were playing 
in the street as usual 1 

1 will now conclude with two short remarks : I cannot think 
the churchyards produce yellow fever. For twenty-five years 
that I lived within ten yards of one, I have not been one day 
sick. Had the fever either commenced, or lingered in its 
march when it reached it a churchyard, there might have been 
some foundation lor the idea ; but 1 think, if the advocates 
for burying in town were to visit the beautiful stillness in death 
tliat is visible in and about the burial ground of New-Haven, 

17* 
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(where (he wea^y seem emphatically at rest,) ihey woQld M> 
iongerwish to lay their departed fttends- in vaultSy' nutiiing 
iihder the pavements of the streets, -where their bones are kept 
in perpetual piotion by the roiling of carriages and carts. 
' I think when our worthy friend B. R. .came down Broadway, 
exploring the dry gutters and clean pavements in search of the 
origin of the fever, had he just put on his spectacles, he might 
have seen, at the foot of Rector-street, the spot whereit began ; 
he might have seen it spread albng Washington, before it 
reached Greenwich-street ; he might have seen it in Lumber, 
then creeping up Rector-street; and, being a master ol figures, 
he might have counted near forty days from its commencement 
before it spread its poisonous breath among the clean, healthy 
and airy mansions of Broadway. Had he taken the above 
precaution, I don't think he would have laid the blame on the 
poor water-carl3 sprinkling the light dust of the street with 
clear salt- water, {lad I not found the name of so respectable 
a citizen to the work above quoted, I would have thought it 
was a conspiracy among the patent coat clmners and sellers of 
cough drops, to encourage trade. Fifty years ago, the small- 
pox created as great an alarm, and proved as fatal, as the 
yellow fever does now. The very mention of yellow fever 
inspires the minds of most people with such. a terror, that they 
are unable to think or speak aright on the subject. ' The ghost 
of Buonaparte, landing on the Battery at the head of a thou- 
sand Cossacks, could not have produced a more precipitate 
retreat than was witnessed in New- York last August. If our 
great men and little men, wise men and learned men, Mroiild 
agree for a while to suspend their fast -held opinions — let it 
once be said, the same cause will produce the same efiect every 
where ; that the same degree of heat, filth and moisture, will 
produce the same poison in New- York as it does in Havanna ; 
that the foul air in the hold of a vessel, coming from a higher 
latitude, will gather more strength and virulence from having 
been pent up for weeks or months, and, if allowed to explode 
a^t our wharfs, will catch our already inflammable air, as cer- 
tainly as the spark from the flint applied to the powder — surely, 
every friend to a besieged city will agree to put down the 
enemy within, as well as prevent his approach from without. 
Let those whose business it is, act like rational men, and make 
the best use of the means Providence has put in their power : 
then may we expect, through His blessing, to escape this 
ilreadful scourge. 
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THE TANKKTISMS AKE IN SMALL CAPITALS. 



Jikypet 

Atomy 

AtUd Farrant 
> 
Baekle 
Balk 
Bardy 
Beditock 
Bein 
Bir 

Blachfoot 
Blethers 
Bogle 
BooSER, a 
Hoss, a 
Brae 

Bubblyjock 
Buckie 



Bcsu, a 

Cantrip 
Cent, a 
Chap or Chappy 
Chumla Lug 



Clachan 

Cleared out, a 
« Cleeking 
Clithmaclaver$ 
Clouts 

Cocktail, a 
Coomy 
CotUu 
Couthy 
Cracks 

Cradlehiap, a 
Croining 
Croon 
Crunkly 

Cutty 



afarailuur creature, kept about the fire^side, a do;, a 

eat, or a gainea-pig. 
anatomy, properly skeleton, 
shrewd. 

old shoe. 

rafter or joist. 

impndent. 

bedside. 

comfortable as to circumstances. 

energiy, vis. 

ambassador, or go-between. 



a scare-crow. 

a drunkard. 

an overseer of mechaiuics. 

bill. 

a turkey. 

a twisted shell, which seems always to hare a sound 

wilhin it ; hence a crying child is called a roaring 

bnckie. 
the wild woods. 

spell or charm. 

a coin, the handredth part of a dollar. 

a boy, or short thick-set lilUe fellow. 

chimaey-eoriier ; it is not, howvver, the exact meaa- 

ing, for the log of the chumla was a sort of handle 

prqjectiog from the corner of the grate 
hamlet or village, 
nm-away. 

taking hold of the arms, 
idl^ Ulk. 

raes or old clothes, 
a dram of bitters, 
sooty, 
snoaly. 

kindly intimacy. 

familiar conversation relative to news. 
the remains of a decayed trunk of a tree, 
drying op. 
ehnrme or hum. 
any thine harsh and uneven *, for example, Habakknk is 

a cruaKW word, 
a pert little girl, nppoeed to resemble such as have 

mounted tha repeating stool. 
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DAMHSBtT, « 

JDaixt 
Dwrg 

Dtmner 

JkpwUl 

Dighi 

JX^QMket 

JHvon 

Boer 

Drooket 

JDrowth 

Duddy 

Dttnkle 



Eerie 
EtUe 
Even 
Evening 

F^h 

Faaherie 

FaekUms 

Ftedam 

JRry 

Firikin 

fteeehittg 

Fykie 



Oaberloonie 

Gars 

Gouty 

Girdle 
Gloaming 

Go THE WBOLB | 

Boo, a i 

Oouping 
Gowan 
Grade 
Gradawm or ] 

Graduate j 
Grue 
GuBSS, a 
Guffaw 
Gumaahins 



wonty do your wont* 
Goafiited, stopUled. 
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ileafh. 
wip*. 
WMried, difkcrelled, faded, or rather the tlO^t of »]1 

Iteee. 
shabby persona, 
agvaraian. 

thii%t7 

TSlkm from a blow on a metallic veiad. See porter 
pots. 

flupent^one dread or apprehension, 
eadeayom' or try. 



oompariog'Otte thing as like to another. 

that which troobles. 

tronble or yesatioo. 

prodocing tronble or rexatioo. 

an indication of Iktfillty. 

fated. 

firkin. 

enticing or sedneing. 

the diapeaition to teaze. N.B. Sea Fyke, a bint to 
Pickles— Take the dry sea-foam fonnd on the shore, 
pulverize it in a shoyel oyer the ftrej and rub the 
powder slyly on the cheek or other delicate part of a 
maiden annt, and make yoar escape. 

abeggarman. 

obli^, compels. 

comTorUbly fat. See many landladies, aldermen, and 

church aignitaries. 
a thin plate of iron for baking cakes upon, 
the eyening twilight. 

literally buy the whole carcase. 

[pitating, throbbing. 
le mountain daisy, 
rank, degree. 

a physieiaa» 

shudder, or the moral feeling which accompanies it. 

a loud horse- langh. 

gaiters, properly stockings withont feet, wom^witb 

shoes, ana serving for boots. Query, is this from 

** Come o'er sAtns." 
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Hainings sayings. 

&mdHng a domestic bustle. 

«<■•'*» rough cast. 

Help, a a domestic female seryaut. 

Heckle « machine forolearing and comMng flax, used flgaratircly 

for scolding or sow like tiibnlation. 
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Hirple 

Herrying 

Holmes 

Hooly 
Htnvaie 
JBfumPt 
Hunkeri 



the action of a cripple or lame perion in waUosg. 



the flat open meadow land at the turn of a rirer betwecA 

the bank and the higher land, 
gently, loftly. 
a midwife, 
without horns, 
the hams. 



Immigration, a 

Inkling 

Innt 



the incoming of emigrants. 

a hint. 

a tarem or inn. 



MTaU colewort. 

Kailyard kitchen garden. 

Keeking peeping slyly. 

Kegoet, a ayow not to drink any liqaor for a certain time. 



Ken 

Kinkhott 
Kittly 
Kilfudyoch 



know. 

hooping-congh. 

ticklish. 

mo0h ado about nothing. 



LamiUr 

I«OGOlNG, a 

Loitfe 
Lozen 

iMcky 

iMg 

Lum 



drawing the tmnks of trees into a heap to be burnt, 
the palm of the hand. 
. a pane of glass. 

used in the sense of mother, or dame in England, 
ear. 
chimney. 



Madder, a mad-an|ry, madder, more angry. 

Marrow compamou, equal. 

MeikU many 

Midden dunghill. 

Minted hinted, intimated. 

Moditoart a mole. 

Moriifieaiion a legacy to a parish. 

Muekle large or big. 

Murgeons grimaces. 

Mutch a female's cap. 

Mutchkin an English pint, or the fourth part of a Scotch one. 



Neb 

Neigher 

Neive 

Notour 

Nout 



bill of a bird, 
fooliah laughter, 
fist. 

notorious, 
black cattle. 



Otoer 

Owning a Fault 

Pace 
Pawkie 
Peat 
Poopit 

Plack 



too. 

confessing an irregular marriage. 

Shroyetide. 

aly and shrewd. 

turf for burning. 

pulpit. 

an old Scotch coin, one-third of a penny. 
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JPrmntor s 
Public 



Rampageaut 

Randy 

Reek 

Revalingf or > 

Ravelling s 

Riddles 

Scow, a 

Seam 

Shanks wUgte 

Shantt, a 

Skearers 

Siclike 

Slick, 

Smeddum 

Smiddy Auze 

Smur 

Snack, a 

Snag, a 

Sough 

Spaewife 

SPKeiAL, a 

Speer 

Senders 



Stoop, a 

Sioor 

Summ§r Coutt 

Swale 

Tamtram» 

Tauxe 

Thought 

Towue 

Tumbling Tom 

Tram 

TRAVfE^a 

Turn 
Uneo 
Vogie 
Waife 
Water privi- 

Whamle 

WhUk 

Winter Dykes 

Wiling 

Wising 

Wiled 

Wytt 

Yell 

Yule 



pArtieokr in mamitn and dress. 
|iiMaitDr» derk of the chureh. 

atcrerii* 

coTerlet. 

a forioaf MiBial. 

rampant with nge. 

a romp of low incliiuiitiOBs. 

smoke, 

eatangUog. 

sieyei. 

asmaU raft with MidM. 

a piece of needle-work. 

on foot. 

a hut made of bark. 

reapers. 

sack like. 

clerer. 



nt in the way. 



k^hen purpose, the esact use 



smith's ashes, 
small'thick rain, 
a hasty refreshment, 
a stump or any imfwdiit 
the sound of Uiewind. 
a female fortn^t^ilerk 
rematkaUe. 
inquire, 
an iron utensil for some 

not known tome, 
epirit, animation ; figurative from fire, 
ineomplete. 
Twandah. 
dnrt in motion. 

a visible flnetuation of the atmosphere in warm weather, 
a springy pieoe of ground, 
caprices. 

the schoohnaster'a strap, 
a degree, a little, 
romping, 
a machine in use In the West of Scotland, about or 

before 1788, to weigh half-pennies, 
the shaft of a carriage, 
barter, 
job of work, 
strange, remarkable, 
vain or proud, 
a strayed thing. 

mill seat. 

yapid, insipid. 

overturn. 

which, or a periwinkle. 

a screen. 

seducing, enticing, 

persnadmg. 

seduced, enticed. 

blame. 

having ceased to gire milk. 

Christiaias. 



THE END. 
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